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ering, configured to be mounted to an outside edge of an
architectural structure, the tension cord mounting includ-
ing acord holderfor engaging one or more cords; wherein
the cord holder includes a plurality of walls arranged in
fixed positions relative to one another such that the walls
define a pathway through the cord holder for one or more
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cords; and the pathway is configured such that, when a
cord is placed within the pathway, the cord includes at
least one change of direction and is arranged such that,
when the cord is under tension, friction between the cord
and the walls of the cord holder engages the cord with
the cord holder.
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Description

[0001] The following relates to a tension cord mount-
ing, in particular a mounting for tension cords of an ar-
chitectural covering to be held in place with respect to at
and an outside edge of an architectural structure, such
as a window opening or a door opening.

[0002] A variety of different architectural coverings are
known having shades which may be extended across an
architectural structure. Many of these arrangements re-
quire cords to be extended across the architectural struc-
ture and secured at a periphery of the architectural struc-
ture.

[0003] EP 1 526 246 A describes a mounting device
for a guide cord. Two such mounting devices are used
on opposite respective sides of a lower periphery of an
architectural structure to secure the cords used for the
downwardly extending blind.

[0004] Asdescribed herein, there is provided a tension
cord mounting for an architectural covering, configured
to be mounted to an outside edge of an architectural
structure, the tension cord mounting including:

a cord holder for engaging one or more cords;
wherein the cord holder includes a plurality of walls
arranged in fixed positions relative to one another
such thatthe walls define a pathway through the cord
holder for one or more cords; and

the pathway is configured such that, when a cord is
placed within the pathway, the cord includes at least
one change of direction and is arranged such that,
when the cord is under tension, friction between the
cord and the walls of the cord holder engages the
cord with the cord holder.

[0005] As described herein, there may also be provid-
ed a method of mounting a tension cord of an architec-
tural covering to the periphery of an architectural struc-
ture by using a tension cord mounting having a cord hold-
er, the method including:

providing the cord to a pathway through the cord
holder that is defined by walls of the cord holder that
have fixed positions relative to one another, the path-
way configured such that, when a cord is placed in
the pathway, it has at least one change of direction;
and

placing the cord under tension such that the friction
between the cord and the walls of the cord holder
engages the cord with the cord holder.

[0006] Embodiments will be more clearly understood
from the following description, given by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1illustrates an architectural covering which may
be installed to an architectural structure;
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Fig. 2 illustrates a cord holder securing a cord;

Fig. 3illustrates the cord holder of Fig. 2 in plan view;
Fig. 4 illustrates a cord engaged in a pathway cor-
responding to the arrangement depicted in Fig. 2;
Fig. 5 illustrates a cord during adjustment;

Fig. 6 illustrates an alternative cord holder;

Fig. 7 illustrates an alternative cord holder;

Fig. 8 illustrates an alternative cord holder;

Fig. 9illustrates an exploded view of a tension cord
mounting; and

Fig. 10 illustrates a tension cord mounting in use.

[0007] The tension cord mounting may be embodied
in an architectural covering for example as illustrated
schematically in Fig. 1.

[0008] The architectural covering may be fitted to an
architectural structure 101 and includes an upper mov-
able rail 102 and a lower movable rail 104. A shade 106
of any appropriate form extends between the upper mov-
able rail 102 and the lower movable rail 104. In other
arrangements applicable to the tension cord mounting
described herein, one or both of the rails may be fixed.
Alternatively or additionally, in some arrangements, the
architectural covering may include at least a third rail. It
general, it should be appreciated that the tension cord
mounting may be applicable to any architectural covering
in which a cord is engaged under tension.

[0009] The shade 106 may take the form of a roman
shade, a venetian blind, a cellular structure etc. Each of
the upper movable rail 102 and lower movable rail 104
ismovable across the architectural structure 101 towards
and away from a respective edge. As the upper movable
rail 102 and lower movable rail 104 move towards each
other, the shade 106 is retracted, for example by concer-
tina, stacking or rolling action. When the upper movable
rail 102 and lower movable rail 104 are moved apart, the
shade 106 is extended across the architectural structure
101.

[0010] So that the movable rails 102 and 104 are re-
tained at the position where they are placed (by a user),
a known cord tensioning system may be provided. For
example, as illustrated, cords 108 extend parallel to the
side edges of the architectural structure 101 and along
the respective movabile rails 102, 104.

[0011] The cords 108 are mounted to the upper and
lower sides of the architectural opening by means of ten-
sion cord mountings 110 that are secured to those edges
of the architectural structure 101.

[0012] The tension cord mounting disclosed herein in-
cludes a cord holder for engaging one or more cords.
The cord holder includes a plurality of walls arranged in
fixed positions relative to one another that together define
a pathway for the one or more cords along and/or through
the cord holder. The pathway is configured such that,
when a cord is placed within the pathway, the cord in-
cludes at least one change of direction and is arranged
such that, when the cord is under tension, friction be-
tween the cord and the walls of the cord holder engages
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the cord with the cord holder. When the cord is engaged
with the cord holder, the section of cord under tension
may not move in an axial direction relative to the cord
holder.

[0013] Itshould be appreciated that in an arrangement
as discussed above, depending on the material used to
form the cord holder, when the cord is under tension,
flexure of the cord holder may result in some movement
of the walls of the cord holder relative to each other. How-
ever, provision of a cord holder that in a single element
can secure the one or more cords rather than, for exam-
ple, provision of two elements that must be moved rela-
tive to each other and/or attached to each other in order
to secure the cord, may be beneficial. For example, it
may be easier for a user to attach a cord to such a cord
holder formed from a single element and/or adjust the
position of the cord once it is secured to such a cord
holder. In an arrangement, the cord holder may be inte-
grally formed as a single component.

[0014] In an arrangement, the cord holder walls may
be configured such that the pathway defines changes of
direction of the one or more cords when located within
the pathway in the cord holder that include at least two
inflection points. In other words, when the cord is within
the pathway defined by the walls, the cord is arranged in
acurve thatincludes at least two points at which the curve
changes from being concave to convex or vice-versa. By
arranging the cord to pass through such a pathway, when
one end of the cord is put under tension, the cord grips
the walls of the cord holder. In particular, the greater the
tension of the cord, the greater the friction between the
cord and the cord holder.

[0015] Fig. 2 depicts an example of such a cord holder
201, in this case engaging one cord 202. It should be
appreciated, however, that cord holders as here de-
scribed may be configured to engage a different number
of cords, such as for example, two, three or four cords.
Fig. 3 depicts in plan view such a cord holder 201 without
any cords and Fig. 4 depicts in cross-section the shape
of a cord 202 when within the pathway defined by a cord
holder 201 and engaged with the cord holder 201.
[0016] As shown, the cord holder 201 may include a
plurality of walls 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216 that
define a pathway with multiple changes of direction of a
cord 202 when the cord is within the pathway. Some of
the walls of the cord holder 201 define spaces between
the walls through which a cord 202 within the pathway
must pass, namely define a section of the pathway. Other
sections of the pathway of the cord 202 are defined by
the one or more walls providing fixed separation between
such spaces.

[0017] For example, in an arrangement as depicted in
Figs. 2, 3 and 4, a first pair of walls 211, 212 define a first
space 221 through which a cord 202 within the pathway
must pass. A second pair of walls 213, 214 define a sec-
ond space 222 through which a cord 202 within the path-
way must pass. A wall 216 separates the first and second
spaces 221, 222. In such an arrangement, a cord 202
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placed within the pathway is arranged by the configura-
tion of the walls to include multiple sections.

[0018] In afirst section 223, the cord 202 is bent from
an initial direction to pass through the first space 221. In
the second section 224, the cord 202 is constrained to
be oriented in a direction parallel to the surfaces of the
first pair of walls 211,212. In the third section, the cord
202 is bent towards the second space 222 defined by
second pair of walls. In the fourth section 226, the cord
202 passes along the wall 216 in a direction parallel to
the surface of the wall 216. In the fifth section 227, the
cord 202 is bent to pass through the second space 222.
In the sixth section 228, the cord 202 is constrained to
be oriented in a direction parallel to the surfaces of the
second pair of walls 213, 214. In the seventh section 229,
the cord 202 is bent away from the second space towards
the remainder of the pathway. In such an arrangement,
the sections 224, 228 of a cord 202 within the pathway
defined by the walls of the cord holder 201, which are
located between sections of the cord at which it is bent,
namely changes direction, may be inflection points.
[0019] It should be appreciated that the arrangement
of the walls to define a pathway for a cord 202 engaged
with a cord holder 201 shown in Figs. 2 to 4 are only
examples and that variations and other arrangements of
walls and/or arrangements of pathways for cords can be
used that, when the cord is under tension, engage the
cord with the cord holder.

[0020] For example, in a variation of the cord holder
201 shown in Figs. 2 to 4, the cord holder 201 may be
thinner than the arrangement shown such that at least
walls 211, 212, 213,214 are shorter than in the arrange-
ment shown. In such an arrangement, the sections 224,
228 of the cord 202 adjacent the walls 211, 212, 213,
214 may become so short that, in effect, no length of the
cord is parallel to the walls 221, 212, 213, 214 and there
is just a point at which the cord changes direction. Sim-
ilarly, in a variation of a cord holder 201, the length of the
wall 216 may be reduced such that the section 226 of
the cord 202 adjacent the wall 216 becomes so short
that, in effect, it becomes just a point at which the cord
changes direction.

[0021] When the cord 202 is under tension, the chang-
es of direction of the cord are such that the tension of the
cord 202 itself creates a contact pressure between the
cord 202 and the cord holder 201. For example, the ten-
sion in the cord 202 at the first and second points of in-
flection 221, 222 draws the section 223 of cord between
the inflection points 221, 222 onto the wall 216 that is
between the first pair of walls 211, 212 and the second
pair of walls 213, 214. The contact pressure establishes
friction between the cord holder 201 and the cord 202.
[0022] The greater the tension of the cord 202, the
greater the friction force, the greater the resistance to the
cord 202 being released from the cord holder 201. With
such an arrangement, it can be established that the fric-
tion force engaging the cord 202 with the cord holder 201
is always greater than the cord tension 202, effectively
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engaging the cord 202 with the cord holder 201.

[0023] It should be appreciated that the number and
extent of changes of direction of the cord pathway may
vary. In particular, the number and extent of the changes
of direction that are required to engage a particular cord
202 reliably with a particular cord holder 201 may depend
on the coefficient of friction between the cord holder 201
and the cord 202.

[0024] Fig. 5 depicts the arrangement of a cord 202
during adjustment of the position of the cord 202 on a
cord holder 201. In particular, when the tension on the
cord 202 is reduced, a section of the cord may be pulled
away from the cord holder 201. For example, as shown
in Fig. 5, the section 226 of cord between the two sections
224,228 that pass through first and second spaces 221,
222 may be drawn up to form an extended loop. This
cord may be drawn from either a first end 235 or a second
end 236 of the cord 202. Subsequently, the other end
235, 236 of the cord 202 may be gently pulled to draw
the section 226 of cord 202 back to its tensioned position
against the wall 216 of the cord holder 201. Thereatfter,
if either end of the cord 202 is placed under tension, the
cord holder 201 may be engaged with the cord 202 in
the new position relative to the cord 202. Accordingly,
with such an arrangement, the position of the cord holder
201 and cord 202 may be adjusted relative to each other
by a simple method without requiring any tools, for ex-
ample. In arrangements in which more than one cord 202
are engaged with the cord holder 201, multiple cords may
be adjusted simultaneously and/or each cord may be ad-
justed separately.

[0025] Similarly, it should be appreciated that the cord
202 may be engaged with the cord holder 201 without
tools. For example, the cord 202 may be drawn in sec-
tions along the pathway of the cord 202 through the cord
holder 201, taking care as each section is drawn along
to pull though spare cord in loops in order to avoid the
cord becoming fully tensioned and therefore becoming
engaged with the cord holder.

[0026] In an arrangement, the cord holder walls may
be arranged such that at each point along the pathway
for the cords, the cords can be placed into the pathway
by a movement of the cords in a direction that is at an
angle to the direction of the cord at that location, trans-
verse to the length of the cord. For example, this may
include being able to insert the cord into the pathway in
a direction that is locally perpendicular to the direction in
which the cords extend.

[0027] For example, for the cord holder 201 depicted
in Figs. 2 and 3, the cord 202 can be placed in the section
of the pathway between the pair of walls 211, 212 by
passing a section of the cord 202 through a gap 231 that
extends in a direction perpendicular to the direction in
which the section of the cord extends, from outside the
cord holder 201 to the space between the pair of walls
211, 212 that defines that section of the pathway. Simi-
larly, a gap 232 is provided that enables a section of cord
202 to be moved into the space between the pair of walls
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213, 214 in a direction that is perpendicular to the direc-
tion in which the cord 202 extends when it is located in
that section of the pathway. It should be appreciated that,
although the gaps 231, 232 permit insertion of the cord
202 into the spaces 221, 222 at least in a direction per-
pendicular to the direction in which the cord extends, the
gaps 231, 232 also permit the cord 202 to be inserted
into the spaces 221, 222 at a variety of other angles rel-
ative to the local direction in which the cord 202 extends.
[0028] Such an arrangement, namely one in which the
cord 202 can be introduced to sections of the pathway
through the cord holder 201 in a direction at an angle to
the direction in which the cord extends within that section
of the pathway, namely not along the direction of the cord,
may facilitate engaging the cord 202 with the cord holder
201. In particular, such a motion may be easier for users
than threading the cord 202 lengthways through the path-
way, which may be required in the absence of such an
arrangement.

[0029] In the arrangement depicted in Fig. 3, the cord
holder 201 is configured such that the direction in which
a cord 202 must be moved in order insert it between a
first pair of walls 211, 212 is opposite to the direction in
which the cord 202 must be moved in order to insert a
separate section of cord between the second pair of walls
213, 214. Other arrangements may be provided.

[0030] For example, Fig. 6 depicts a cord holder 240
that is similar to the cord holder 201 depicted in Fig. 3,
having a first pair of walls 241, 242 and a second pair of
walls 243, 244 that each define a part of a pathway for
the cord 202 having an inflection point. However, in this
arrangement the corresponding gaps 245, 246 to enable
the placement of the cord 202 within the pathway are
provided on the same side of the cord holder 240, such
that the cord can be inserted into both the space between
the first pair of walls 241, 242 and the second pair of walls
243, 244 in the same direction.

[0031] In other arrangements, a cord holder may be
used that does not have gaps permitting the cord to be
placed in the pathway defined in the cord holder in a
direction transverse to the cord. For example, Figs 7 and
8 depict arrangements of cord holders 250, 251 in which
the openings into the spaces 221, 222 are provided in
the direction of the cord. In such arrangements, an end
of the cord may be inserted into the spaces 221, 222 in
order to place the cord within the pathway defined by the
cord holder 250, 251. As shown in Fig. 7, in an arrange-
ment, the openings into such spaces may be sufficiently
large that a plurality of cords can be passed into each
such space. Alternatively, as in an arrangement as
shown in Fig. 8, for a cord holder configured to secure a
plurality of cords 202, separate spaces may be provided
for each cord. A mixed arrangement may also be provid-
ed, in which at one point in the pathway defined by the
cord holder, plural cords pass through a single space but,
atanother pointin the pathway defined by the cord holder,
respective spaces are provided for each cord.

[0032] As shown in Fig. 3, in an arrangement, which



7 EP 3 409 873 A1 8

may be combined with any of the variants discussed
above, the cord holder 201 may include one or more re-
strictions 251, 252, 253 that are configured to loosely
constrain the cord 202 to the pathway. For example, the
restrictions 251, 252, 253 may not significantly contribute
to the tension of the cord 202 that can be held by the
cord holder 201. However, they may be sufficiently strong
to temporarily bear the weight of the cord. Accordingly,
as a user is attempting to engage the cord 202 with the
cord holder 201, the restrictions 251, 252, 253 may hold
part of the cord 202 in place while the user is positioning
another section of the cord 202 within the pathway.
[0033] The tension cord mounting as described here
may also include a base. In particular, the base may be
configured to be mounted to an outside edge of the ar-
chitectural structure and the cord holder may be config-
ured to be detachably coupled to the base. This construc-
tion may facilitate mounting the cord to the architectural
structure. Alternatively or additionally, the cord holder
may be configured such that it can be mounted directly
to the architectural structure. For example it may include
an aperture arranged such a fixing such as a screw or
bolt can mount the cord holder to the architectural struc-
ture.

[0034] Fig. 9 depicts an exploded view of an example
of a combination of a cord holder 201 and a base 260.
The base 260 may be mounted to an edge of an archi-
tectural structure, such as a window opening or door
opening such as by way of a fastener such as a screw
261. Although a fastener such as a screw 261 may en-
gage directly with the base 260, in the arrangement de-
picted in Fig. 9, a clamp 262 is provided which engages
with the screw 261 and holds the base 260 in place
against the architectural structure. Such an arrangement
may be provided, for example if the base is made of plas-
tic, in which case the provision of a metal clamp for the
screw to act against may reduce the risk of damage to
the base. Alternatively or additionally, the clamp may in-
clude one or more teeth 263 that, in use, extend through
the lower surface of the base 260 to engage with the
surface of the architectural structure, ensuring that the
base 260 does not slide on the surface of the architectural
structure.

[0035] In use of a tension cord mounting as here de-
scribed, the user may mount the base 260 to the archi-
tectural structure. Separately, the user may provide a
cord to a pathway defined by the walls of a tension cord
holder and place the cord under tension in order to en-
gage the cord with the cord holder. Thereafter, the user
may couple the cord holder to the base in order to mount
the tension cord to the architectural structure. Separating
the actions of mounting a component to the architectural
structure on the one hand and engaging the cord with a
component on the other hand may make these actions
easier for the user.

[0036] In order to adjust the tension of the cord, the
user may disengage the cord holder from the base, adjust
the position of the cord holder relative to the tension cord
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and then re-couple the cord holder to the base. As will
be apparent, to do so the user does not require any tools.
Alternatively or additionally, the user may be able to ad-
just the position of the cord relative to the cord holder
while the cord holder remains coupled to the base.
[0037] The cord holder and the base may be coupled
to each other by at least one of a fastener and a snap-fit
connection. If a fastener is being used, any suitable con-
ventionally known fastener may be used including, for
example, a screw and/or a bolt fastening. Other arrange-
ments may be used.

[0038] In the arrangement shown in Fig. 9, the cord
holder 201 and base 260 are configured such that the
first end 271 of the cord holder 201 couples to the first
end 272 of the base 260 and the second end 273 of the
cord holder 201 couples to the second end 274 of the
base 260. In the arrangement shown, the structure to
couple the first ends 271, 272 of the cord holder 201 and
base 260 are different from the structure to couple the
second ends 273, 274 of the cord holder 201 and base
260. However, it should be appreciated that other ar-
rangements are possible.

[0039] In the arrangement depicted in Fig. 9, the first
end 271 of the cord holder 201 includes protrusions 275
that are configured to engage with recesses 276 at the
first end 272 of the base 260. It should be appreciated
that this arrangement may be reversed, namely the first
end 272 of the base may have protrusions that fit into
corresponding recesses at the first end 271 of the cord
holder 201.

[0040] At the second end 273 of the cord holder 201
and the second end 274 of the base 260, respective snap-
fit elements 277, 278 may be provided.

[0041] Fig. 10 shows a tension cord mounting of this
arrangement after the cord holder 201 has been coupled
to the base 260. As shown in Fig. 10, the cord holder 201
may be arranged such that the cords 202 that extend
from the tension cord mounting under tension extend
from the first end 271 of the cord holder 202, namely
adjacent the coupling formed from the protrusions 275
engaging with the corresponding recesses 276. Such an
arrangement may be beneficial because such a coupling
may be better able to withstand the tension within the
cord 202 than, for example, snap-fit connections.
[0042] For example, as depicted in Figs. 9 and 10 the
at least one protrusion 275 may extend from the first end
271 of the cord holder 201 (or in an arrangement not
shown in the figures from the base) in a direction per-
pendicular to the direction in which the one or more ten-
sion cords 202 extend under tension. Accordingly, when
the one or more protrusions 275 are inserted in the cor-
responding recesses 276, the force exerted by the ten-
sion of the one or more cords acts in a direction perpen-
dicular to the insertion direction, namely does not act in
a direction to push the protrusion from its recess.
[0043] Inorderto couple a cord holder 201 to the base
260 as depicted in Fig. 7, the user may first insert the
protrusions 275 of the cord holder 201 into the recesses
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276 of the base 260 with the cord holder 201 at a slight
angle relative to the base 260. Next, the user may press
down on the second end 273 of the cord holder 201 in
order to engage the snap-fit connectors 277, 278 at the
second ends 273, 274 of the cord holder 201 and base
260.

[0044] Insuchanarrangement, the engagement of the
protrusions 275 within the recesses 276 provides a
strong resistance to the tension of the cords 202. The
snap-fit connection at the second ends 273, 274 of the
cord holder 201 and base 260 prevent the cord holder
201 moving relative to the base 260 in a direction that
would disengage the protrusions 275 from the recesses
276. However, the snap-fit connection does not need to
be strong enough to resist the tension of the cord. Ac-
cordingly, when a user wishes to disengage the cord
holder 201 from the base 260, the user may disengage
the snap-fit connectors 277, 278 at the second ends 273,
274 of the cord holder 201 and base 260 using a force
that is less than the tension within the one or more cords
202 and then disengage the protrusions 275 from the
recesses 276.

[0045] It should be appreciated that such an arrange-
ment as explained above not only enables a user to cou-
ple and disengage the cord holder 201 from the base 260
without using a tool but also enables the coupling be-
tween the cord holder 201 and base 260 to withstand a
greater tension in the cords 202 than the force that the
user must use to disengage the cord holder 201 from the
base 260.

[0046] It should also be appreciated that, although in
the arrangement depicted in Figs. 9 and 10 the cord hold-
er is arranged with two protrusions 275 that engage with
two recesses 276 within the base 260, other numbers of
protrusions and corresponding recesses may be used.
Similarly, other arrangements of snap-fit connections
than those depicted in Fig. 9 may be provided between
the second end 273 of the cord holder 201 and the second
end 274 of the base 260.

[0047] Asshownin Fig. 10, if desired a cover 280 may
be provided that detachably couples to one or both of the
cord holder 201 and the base 260. For example, such a
cover may have a snap-fit connection to one or both of
the cord holder 201 and the base 260. Alternatively or
additionally, one of the cover and the component to which
it is to be connected may have ridges that engage with
grooves in the other of the cover and component to which
it is to be connected, arranged such that the cover can
be coupled by sliding it into place. The cover 280 may
conceal the free ends of the one or more cords that are
engaged with the cord holder 201, namely the ends other
than the ends of the cord 202 that extend from the tension
cord mounting under tension.

[0048] In an arrangement, the cover 280 may hold the
free ends of the cord 202 in a desired position relative to
the cord holder 201, for example, against a wall 215 that
defines one end of the pathway of the cord 202 within
the cord holder 201.
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[0049] These and other features and advantages of
the present disclosure will be readily apparent from the
detailed description, the scope of the invention being set
out in the appended claims.

[0050] The present disclosure is set forth in various
levels of detail in this application and no limitation as to
the scope of the claimed subject matter is intended by
either the inclusion or non-inclusion of elements, com-
ponents, or the like in the summary. In certain instances,
details that are not necessary for an understanding of
the disclosure or that render other details difficult to per-
ceive may have been omitted. It should be understood
that the claimed subject matter is not necessarily limited
to the particular embodiments or arrangements illustrat-
ed herein.

[0051] The accompanying drawings are provided for
purposes of illustration only, and the dimensions, posi-
tions, order, and relative sizes reflected in the drawings
attached hereto may vary. The detailed description will
be better understood in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, with reference made in detail to embod-
iments of the present subject matter, one or more exam-
ples of which are illustrated in the drawings. Each exam-
ple is provided by way of explanation of the present sub-
ject matter, not limitation of the present subject matter.
In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
present disclosure without departing from the scope or
spirit of the present subject matter. Thus, it is intended
thatthe present subject matter covers such modifications
and variations as come within the scope of the appended
claims and their equivalents.

[0052] In the foregoing description, it will be appreci-
ated that the phrases "at least one", "one or more", and
"and/or", as used herein, are open-ended expressions
that are both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation.
The term "a" or "an" entity, as used herein, refers to one
or more of that entity. As such, the terms "a" (or "an"),
"one ormore" and "atleast one" can be usedinterchange-
ably herein. All directional references (e.g., proximal, dis-
tal, upper, lower, upward, downward, left, right, lateral,
longitudinal, front, back, top, bottom, above, below, ver-
tical, horizontal, radial, axial, clockwise, counterclock-
wise, and/or the like) are only used for identification pur-
poses to aid the reader’s understanding of the present
disclosure, and / or serve to distinguish regions of the
associated elements from one another, and do not limit
the associated element, particularly as to the position,
orientation, or use of this disclosure.

Claims

1. A tension cord mounting for an architectural cover-
ing, configured to be mounted to an outside edge of
an architectural structure, the tension cord mounting
including:



11 EP 3 409 873 A1 12

a cord holder for engaging one or more cords;

wherein the cord holder includes a plurality of
walls arranged in fixed positions relative to one
another such that the walls define a pathway
through the cord holder for one or more cords;
and

the pathway is configured such that, when a cord
is placed within the pathway, the cord includes
at least one change of direction and is arranged
such that, when the cord is undertension, friction
between the cord and the walls of the cord holder
engages the cord with the cord holder.

Atension cord mounting according to claim 1, where-
in the cord holder walls are configured such that the
pathway for the one or more cords includes at least
two inflection points.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the cord holder walls are configured such
that, at each point along the pathway for the one or
more cords, the one or more cords can be placed in
the pathway by movement of the one or more cords
in a direction that is at an angle relative to the direc-
tion in which the one or more cords extend at that
point.

A tension cord mounting according to any preceding
claim, further including a base;

wherein the base is configured to be mounted to an
outside edge of the architectural structure; and

the cord holder is configured to be detachably cou-
pled to the base.

Atension cord mounting according to claim 4, where-
in the cord holder and the base are configured to be
coupled by at least one of a fastener and a snap-fit
connection.

Atension cord mounting according to claim 4 or claim
5, wherein, when the cord holder and base are cou-
pled to one another, first and second ends of the
cord holder engage with first and second ends, re-
spectively, of the base;

the first end of one of the cord holder and the base
includes at least one recess configured to receive a
corresponding at least one protrusion provided on
the first end of the other of the cord holder and the
base; and

the second ends of the cord holder and the base
include respective parts of a snap-fit connection.

Atension cord mounting according to claim 6, where-
in the tension cord holder is configured such that, in
use, the sections of the one or more cords mounted
under tension for an architectural covering extend
under tension from the first ends of the cord holder
and the base.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Atension cord mounting according to claim 7, where-
in the tension cord holder is configured such that, in
use, the at least one protrusion extends from the first
end of the cord holder or base in a direction perpen-
dicular to the direction in which the sections of the
cords mounted under tension extend.

A tension cord mounting according to any one of
claims 4 to 8, wherein the base defines an aperture
configured to receive a fastener to mount the base
to the outside edge of the architectural structure.

A tension cord mounting according to any preceding
claim, further including a cover, configured to be de-
tachably coupled to at least one of the cord holder
and the base.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 10,
wherein the cover is configured to conceal the free
ends of the one or more cords.

An architectural covering for fitment to an architec-
tural structure including one or more tension cord
mountings according to any preceding claim.

A method of mounting a tension cord of an architec-
tural covering to the periphery of an architectural
structure by using a tension cord mounting having a
cord holder, the method including:

providing the cord to a pathway through the cord
holder that is defined by walls of the cord holder
that have fixed positions relative to one another,
the pathway configured such that, when a cord
is placed in the pathway, it has at least one
change of direction; and

placing the cord under tension such that the fric-
tion between the cord and the walls of the cord
holder engages the cord with the cord holder.

A method according to claim 13 for mounting a ten-
sion cord of an architectural covering to the periphery
of an architectural structure using a tension cord
mounting, wherein the tension cord mounting in-
cludes a base and the method further includes:

mounting the base to an outside edge of the ar-
chitectural structure; and
coupling the cord holder to the base.

A method according to claim 14 for mounting a ten-
sion cord of an architectural covering to the periphery
of an architectural structure using a tension cord
mounting according to any one of claims 6 to 8 or
claims dependent thereof, the method including:

inserting the at least one protrusion into the cor-
responding at least one recess at the first ends
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of the cord holder and base; and

subsequently engaging the snap-fit connection
between the second ends of the cord holder and
base.
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