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To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERMAN EPPLE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Belle 
ville, in the county of St. Clair, State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Reels or Swifts, which improvement 
is fully set forth in the following specification 
and accompanying drawings. 
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My invention consists of a reel having a cen 
tral pin. With an opening therein, and a clamp 
ing device with a standard adapted to fit in 
Said opening and provided with jaws adapted 
to embrace a table or other support. 

It also consists in forming a reel of pivoted 
Slats and a central pin, and providing the same 
With a holder having a standard which is 
adapted to enter an opening in said pin, and 
jaws which are adapted to embrace or grip a 
table or other support. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 
reel embodying my invention. Fig. 2 repre 
Sents a perspective view of the attaching or 
clamping device therefor. Fig. 3 represents 
a Vertical Section of a detached portion on an 
enlarged scale. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
SpOnding parts in the several figures. 

Referring to the drawings, A designates a 
reel or Swift formed of bars or slats C, a num 
ber of which are pivotally connected, as shown, 
at their ends and centers, after the manner of 
lazy-tongs, so that they may be either extended 
Or folded, as shown in the dotted lines in the 
figure. A cross bar or slat b, having its outer 
ends unconnected, is attached at or about its 
Center to one of the crossings of the slats a, by 
means of the screw-post G, and carries on said 
ends pins or studs A. 
ends of the pivoted slats a have also pins or 
Studs similar to those on the cross-bar. 
B designates a device for attaching or clamp 

ing the reel to the edge of a table or other 
Support, the Same consisting of the jaws CD 
and the coils E, forming springs, which con 
nect said jaws, whereby, when the said clamp 
is presented to the edge of the table and forced 
Over the Same, the jaws embrace the table in 
a firm and reliable manner. 

Rising from the upper jaw is a standard F, 
which is adapted to freely enter the opening 

The outer connected 

in the central screw-pin G of the reel, it be 
ing seen that the reel is supported on said 
standard and the latter held in position on the 
table by the jaws D C, said standard form 
ing a bearing for the reel and permitting the 
same to be rotated for purposes requiring the 
Sale. 

The reel may be readily lifted from the 
standard and the clamp removed from the 
table, the jaws yielding sufficiently when the 
clamp is withdrawn to allow the same to be 
clear of the table. 
In practice the standard, the jaws, and the 

spring are formed of a continuous piece of 
wire bent into shape, as will be most clearly 
seen in Fig. 2. 
Owing to the lazy-tongs, which comprise 

part or, if desired, all of the bars of the reel, 
the reel may be expanded or contracted, so as 
to be adjustable to skeins or hanks of differ 
ent lengths. When the adjustment is accom 
plished, the screw pin or post G, which con 
sists of a top portion having the shoulder C 
and a threaded portion d, is operated or 
turned so as to draw the slats a, and b close 
together, the upper slat a being against the 
shoulder c of the post, whereby the said slats 
are firmly held in position. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination of a reel having a cen 
tral pin with an opening therein and a clamp 
ing device with a standard adapted to fit in 
said opening, and provided with jaws adapted 
to embrace a table or support, Substantially 
as described. 

2. A reel consisting of slats pivotally con 
nected, a Screw-pin for clamping the same in 
position, the said pin having an opening 
therein, and a holder having a standard 
adapted to enter said opening and provided 
with jaws adapted to embrace or grip a table 
or support, said parts being combined sub 
stantially as described. 

3. A reel consisting of slats pivotally con 
nected at their ends and centers, a cross-slat, 
and a screw-pin with an opening therein, in 
combination with a holder having a standard 
adapted to be inserted in said opening in said 
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Screw-pin, and having jaws adapted to em- a standard adapted to fit in said opening in 
brace or grip a table or support, substantially the screw-pin, substantially as described. 
as described. . . 

4. A reel consisting of slats pivotally con- IHERMAN EPPLE. 
5 nected at their ends and centers, a cross-slat, Witnesses: 
and a screw-pin with an opening therein, in W. F. KIRCHER, 
combination with a clamping device having GEO. W. DAAB. 

  


