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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MICHAEL ASLANIAN, 

a citizen of Armenia, residing at Los Ange 
les, in the county of Los Angeles and State 
of California, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Harp Forks, of which 
the following is a specification. - 
This invention relates to stringed musical 

instruments, and more particularly it re 
lates to harps. 
An object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a hand-operated device which may 
be placed on a stringed musical instrument, 
Such as a harp, for example, to shorten at 
will a string of the instrument, a plurality 
of the devices being used-one for each 
string of the instrument. 
Another object of this invention is the 

provision of a very inexpensive device for 
the cheaper classes of harps, the device be 
ing used to shorten a string of the harp so 
as to raise the pitch of the string a semi-tone, 
and the device being adapted as a substitute for the expensive foot-operated mechanism 
now employed on the more costly harps. 
With the foregoing objects in view, to 

gether with such other objects and advan 
tages as may Subsequently appear, this inven 
tion consists in the construction and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a harp 
of conventional type, showing devices of my 
invention positioned on the neck of the harp, 
each device being adapted to engage a string 
of the harp, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of my device 
which may be called a fork, the same be 
ing shown in open or active position, 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing 
the device in closed or inactive position, 

Fig. 4 is a Section taken on the line 4-4 
of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary front elevation of 
the neck of the harp, showing my device po 
sitioned thereon but in inactive position, 

Fig. 6 is a view taken on the line 6-6 of 
Fig. 1, and corresponding to the view shown 
in Fig. 4, but showing the fork in the posi 
tion in which it shortens a string, and 

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5, showing 
the fork engaging a string. 

Referring to the drawings for a more de 
tailed description thereof, the numeral 10 

indicates a harp generally which comprises 
a curved neck 11 provided with turning pins 
12, to which are attached strings 12, and 
also comprises grooved bridges 13 below, and 
vertically offset from, the turning pins 12 60 
and against which the strings 12 rest. The 
device or fork of my invention is clearly 
shown in Fig. 2 and comprises a back plate 
14 having longitudinally thereof an elon 
gated slot 15 and provided with side flanges 
16, in the upper end of, and between, which 
is mounted a rotatable lever 17 beveled at its 
free end, as shown at 18 in Fig. 3, and hav 
ing a groove 19 formed in the bevel 18. The 
lever 17 is provided with an arcuate handle 
20. The back of the plate 14 may be pro 
vided with teeth 22, as shown in Figs. 4 
and 6. 
In positioning the fork, it is to be secured 

below the bridges 13 to the neck 11 by 
Screw 24 passing through the slot 15, the 
fork being positioned so that the length of 
the slot 15 is vertical and so that the lever 
17 is uppermost. It will be seen that the 
teeth 22 on the back of the fork are pressed 
into the neck and assist in holding the fork 
securely in position. The slot 15 is longer 
than the diameter of the screw 24 so that 
the fork may be adjusted exactly to the po 
sition required to raise the pitch of a string 
a semi-tone, when the lever is moved to a 
horizontal position and the string 12 en 
gages the groove 19 of the lever. The de 
vice may be thrown into, or out of, engage 
ment with a string, by manually turning the 
lever 17 by the handle 20. 

It will thus be seen that I have provided 
for a harp a fork for shortening a string so 
as to raise the pitch of the string a half tone, 
the fork being adapted to be thrown into, or 
out of, engagement with a string by hand, 
and that the fork is adjustable longitudi 
nally of the string so that it may be placed 
in exactly the 1. position. 
While I have herein described one form 

of my invention, modifications thereof may 
be devised without departing from the spirit 
thereof, and it is to be understood that such 
modifications come within the scope of this 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A harp 

and adapted to be thrown into or out of po 
sition by hand, said fork comprising a lever 
and means for pivotally mounting said lever 
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upon the neck of a harp, said means provid 
ing an adjustment of the lever longitudi 
nally of a string. 

2. A harp fork for shortening a sting 
and adapted to be thrown into or out of po 
sition by hand, said fork adapted to be ad 
justable longitudinally of a string of the 
harp. 

3. A harp fork for shortening a string 
and adapted to be thrown into or out of po 
sition by hand, said fork adapted to be ad 
justable longitudinally of à string of the 
harp, and comprising a back plate having 
a slot longitudinally thereof and having out 
Wardly extending side flanges and a lever 
mounted in and between said flanges. 

4. A harp fork for shortening a string 
and adapted to be thrown into or out of po 
sition by hand, said fork adapted to be ad 
justable longitudinally of a string of the 
harp, and ? a back plate having a slot longitudinally thereof and having out 
Wardly extending side flanges and a lever 
mounted in and between said flanges, said 

5 lever having a groove to engage a string of 
a harp. 

5. A harp fork for shortening a string 
and adapted to be thrown into or out of 
position by hand, said fork adapted to be 
adjustable longitudinally of a string of the 
harp, and comprising a back plate having a 
slot longitudinally thereof and having out 
Wardly extending side flanges and a lever 
mounted in and between said flanges, said 
lever having a groove to engage a string of 
a harp, and provided with a handle. 

6. A harp fork for shortening a string 
and adapted to be thrown into or out of 
position by hand, Said fork adapted to be 
adjustable longitudinally of a string of the 
harp, and comprising a back plate having 
a slot longitudinally thereof and having 
outwardly extending side flanges and a lever 
mounted in and between said flanges, said 
lever having a groove to engage a string of 
a harp, and provided with a handle, said 
back plate having teeth on the back face 
thereof. w 

In testilnony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

M. ASLANLAN. 
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