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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, Caarres J. BecKER, a
citizen of the United States, and aresident of
Marietta, in the county of Washington and
State of Ohio, have invented & new and use-
ful Improvementin Folding Work-Tables and
Lap-Boards, of which the tollowmo is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to animprovement in
folding work-tables and lap-boards, the' ob-
ject being to provide a light, simple, inexpen-
sive, and efficient portable device of the char-
acter named for use in sewing-rooms, it be-
ing capable of being folded into small com-
pass or being extended at a moment’s notice
without interfering with the matel ials con-

tained in the basket.

With the foregoing objects in view my in-
vention consists in certain novel features of
construction and combinations of parts,which
will be hereinafter described, and pointed out
in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aview in perspective. Fig. 2 isasection, and
Fig. 3 shows the table and lap-board folded.

A Avrepresentthefoldinglegs, they being ar-
ranged to cross each other and pivoted together
by bolts or screws 1 1. Stretched across the
top is the work-basket B, composed of cloth
or other flexible material, and tacked or oth-
erwise secured to the cross-bars 2 2, whereby
it is held in position. The basket is prefer-
ably provided with pockets 3 3 at suitable
points therein and about the edges, adapted to
receive spools, buttons, and various other ar-
ticles used with a sewing-basket. The outer
edges of the basket thus formed may be se-
cured to a binding-cord 5 and the ends of the
latter secured to the screw-eyes or other fas-
tening means 6 6.

The lap-board C is hmoed as at 7 7, to one
of the cross-bars 2, and an outwardly- toldmo
brace 8, made in two sections, preferably
hinged together, as at 9, is hinged at its up-
per end to the under side of the lap-board and
at its lower end to a cross-brace 10.

When it is desired to fold the table and lap-

board, the legs are simply folded togetherand
the brace folded outward and the lap-board
inward, as shown in Fig. 3, and when thus
folded the article occupies but little space, so
that it can be easily carried or set aside out
of the way. To set it up, it is simply spread
out and the brace is extended, as indicated in
Fig. 2. Thus a lap-board is provided for the
operator with a work - basket attached and
within easy reach, while at the same time its
contents is out of the way, and when the ta-
ble is folded up the basket is closed with its
contents shut in, so as not te accidentally spill
out.

Thearticle thus constructed is simple, light,
and can be made at small initial cost. At the
same time it is most convenient and effectual
in the performance of its functions.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts described without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention,
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to the
exact construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

As an article of manufacture, the combina-
tion of folding legs-A, A, hinged together in-
termediate their ends, a cross-bar connecting
two opposite legs and located intermediate the
ends thereof, end cross-bars 2, 2 connecting
the opposite legs also a folding leat C hinged
atb its inner edge to one of the cross-bars 2, a
folding brace hinged to the intermediate cross-

50

55

70

bar and to the leaf, respectively, the brace

comprising a short member hinged to the in-
termediate cross-bar, a long member pivot-
ally secured to the leaf and a hinge connect-
ing the adjacent ends of the members, the
hinge located upon the upper edges of the
members to prevent the flexure of the brace
in one direction, a basket of flexible material
extending across and covering the space be-
tween the upperends of the legs, the adjacent
edgesof the basket and leaf respectively, lying
contiguous to each other to form a continua-

90




Ex 778,735

tion one of the other, and a binding-cord ex- | specification in the presence of two subserib-
tending around the edges of the basket and | ing witnesses.

permanently secured to the upper ends of the |. . A <

legs and to the cross-bars 2, 2, to prevent . CHARLES J. BECKER.
5 strain from being placed on the material of Witnesses:

which the basket is formed. . Cuarres A. Lupry,

In testimony whereof I have signed this H. R. Lackey.




