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The present invention pertains to a novel display sign for advertising or announcing 
purposes and adapted particularly for use 
wherever an interchangeable sign is desired. 
As already indicated, the object of the in 

vention is to provide an interchangeable sign 
and further to provide an easily handled ar 
rangement for retaining the sign characters 
in the desired position and at the same time 
permitting them to be easily removed. 
The invention comprises essentially op 

posed channel members which may be iden 
O 

tified as upper and lower channels. The sign. 
characters have their lower edges adapted 
for reception in the lower channels and are 
so dimensioned that the upper edges lie en 
tirely beneath the upper channels. In order 
to retain the characters against tilting, re 
taining channel members are inserted in the 
upper channels and are so dimensioned as to 
have at least a portion overlapping the upper 
edges of the sign characters. Thus, the re 
taining channels maintain the sign charac 
ters in operative or display position, and the 

20 

25 
lifting the retaining channels. 
The invention is fully disclosed by way of 

example in the following description and in 
the accompanying drawings in which, 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a sign construct 
ed according to the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical section thereof; 
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35 construction; Fig.5 is a plan view of the modification 
shown in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is an elevation of either construction 
mounted in a frame; Fig. 7 is a perspective view of still another 
modification; an - Fig. 8 is a section on the line 8-8 of Fig. 7. 

Reference to these views will now be made 
by use of like characters which are employed to designate corresponding parts through 
Out. 
The signillustrated in Figs, 12 and 3 com 

prises vertical end members 1 joined by two 
sets of double channel members 2 and 3 suit 

so ably, secured thereto by solder or the like. 

4.5 

characters may readily be removed by merely 

Fig. 4 is a similar section of a modified. 

The members 2 are of S shape in cross sec 
tion and comprise each a main channel sec 
tion 4 facing downwardly and a smaller 
channel section 5 facing upwardly. Each 
member 3 comprises a main channel section 55 
6 and an adjacent smaller channel section 7, 
both facing upwardly. The main channels 
6 are secured upon the main channels 4 by 
solder or the like in back-to-back relation. 
Consequently the main channel sections 4 and 60 6 face in opposite directions, and where they 
are spaced apart they are adapted to receive 
the upper and lower edges respectively of 
glass or other slabs,8. In this manner a back 
ing is built up of the members 8. 
The sign characters 10 are preferably in 

the nature of stampings and are formed with 
one or more flanges 11 and upper flanges 12, 
according to the shape of the character. The 
lower flanges are received in the upwardly 70 
facing channels 7 of the members 3 while the 
upper flanges are received beneath the smaller 
channels 5 of the members 4. The position 
of the character 10 is such that it may be tilted 
about the channel 7 as a fulcrum and its up 
per flange or flanges will clear the bottom ' ' 
of the channel 5 thereabove. In order to hold 
the character against tilting movement when 
desired, there is provided for each channel 5 
another simple channel member 13 having one 80 
side adapted for reception in the channel 5 
while the other side 14 of greater length so 
that it extends downwardly beyond the bot 
tom of the channel 5 and overlaps the flanges 
12. The sign characters are thus maintained 85 
between spaced channel members 2 and 3 
but are readily removable on lifting the re 
taining channels 13, whereby they may be 
interchanged at will. Inasmuch as there is 
a different slab 8 for each row of sign char 
acters, the slabs may be differently colored 
to improve the attractiveness of the device. 
In the modification shown in Figs, 4 and 

5, there is provided a single and continuous 
backing 16, preferably of glass, for the several 
tiers of characters to be mounted thereon, Suitable clips or angle pieces 1 are provided 
at the vertical edges of the member 16in order 
to support the horizontal chamels for re taining the characters as will presently ap 
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pear. As distinguished from the previously 
described construction, the channel members 
need not overlap the backing member and 
are therefore of different construction. 
Across the upper horizontal edge of the 

backing 16 is laid an upwardly facing chan 
nel 18, the ends of which are secured to the 
angle member 17 by solder or the like. To 
the lower edge of the member 16 is laid an 
other upwardly facing channel member 19 
having a lateral flange 20 extending beneath 
the edge of the member 16 for supporting the 
latter. The members 18 and 19 are repre 
sentative of two sets of channel members laid 
across the backing 16 at intermediate parallel 
lines and secured to the end members 17, and 
at these positions are combined in the form of 
double channel members comprising each an 
upwardly facing channel element 18' corre 
sponding to the channel 18 superimposed by 
another upwardly facing channel element 19 
corresponding to the member 19. 
The lower flanges of the sign characters are 

receivable in the channels 19 and 19 and the 
upper flanges clear the channels 18 and 18 
in the manner already described in connec 
tion with Fig. 1. The channels 18 and 18' 
receive retaining channel members 21 which 
overlap the upper flanges of the sign char 
acters in the manner also described with refer 
ence to Fig. 1. 

Either of the described constructions may 
be set in a demountable frame 22 as shown in 
Fig. 6. In order to change the wording, it is 
merely necessary to remove the frame 22, and 
lift the retaining channels 13 and 21, as the 
case maybe. 
In the construction shown in Figs. 7 and 8, 

the sign is made adjustable in width. The 
various channel members are of the configura 
tion shown in Fig. 4 but are composed each 
of two telescopic parts 23 and 24, the former 
being received in the latter and hence being of 
somewhat smaller cross sectional dimensions. 
The outer ends of the sections 23 and 24 are 
secured to vertical struts 25, whereby the 
frame structure is completed. Glass or other 
slabs may be inserted between the members 
25 to provide a backing. 
Although specific embodiments of the in 

vention have been illustrated and described, 
it will be understood that various alterations 
in the details of construction may be made 
without departing from the scope of the in 
vention as indicated by the appended claims. 
What claim is: W 
1. A display sign comprising supporting 

means, upwardly facing channel members 
secured thereto in spaced and parallel rela 
tion, a sign character having its lower edge 
receivable in the lower channel and its upper 
edge receivable beneath the upper channel, 
and a downwardly facing retaining channel 
having one side receivable in the upper chan 
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nel and its other side adapted to overlap the 
upper edge of said sign character. 

2. A display sign comprising supporting . 
means, upwardly facing channel members 
secured thereto in spaced and parallel rela 
tion, a sign character having the lower flange 
receivable in the lower channel and an upper 
flange receivable beneath the upper channel, 
and a retaining channel having one side re 
ceivable in the upper channel and its other 
side adapted to overlap said upper flange of 
said sign character. 

3. A display sign comprising Supporting 
means, double channel members secured 
thereto in parallel relation, each of said 
members being spaced from a similar mem 
ber, said members each comprising a main 
channel section and an auxiliary channel sec 
tion, adjacent main sections facing in oppo 
site directions, and said auxiliary sections 
facing upwardly, slabs received between ad 
jacent spaced main sections, sign characters 
having their lower edges adapted for recep 
tion in certain of said auxiliary sections and 
their upper edges adapted to lie beneath the 
next upper auxiliary sections, and retaining 
channels each having one side receivable in 
said upper auxiliary sections and the other 
side adapted to overlap the upper edges of 
said sign characters. 

4. A display sign comprising supporting 
means, double channel members secured 
thereto in parallel relation, each of said mem 
bers being spaced from a similar member, 
said members each comprising a main chan- 100 
nel section and an auxiliary channel section, 
adjacent main sections facing in opposite 
directions, and said auxiliary sections facing 
upwardly, slabs received between adjacent 
spaced main sections, sign characters having 105 
lower flanges receivable in certain of sai 
auxiliary sections, and upper flanges adapt 
ed to lie beneath the next upper auxiliary sec 
tions, and retaining channels each having 
one side receivable in said upper auxiliary 10 
sections and the other side ted to over 
lap said upper flanges of said sign char 
acters. 

5. A display sign comprising supporting 
means, upwardly facing channel members 115 
secured thereto in spaced and parallel rela 
tion, a sign character having its lower edge 
receivable in the lower channel and its upper 
edge receivable beneath the upper channel, and a downwardly facing retaining channel 120 
having one side receivable in the upper chan 
nel and its other side adapted to overlap the 
upper SE of said sign character, said chan 
nel members being telescopic whereby the 
sign may be adjustable lengthwise of said 125 
channel members. . . . . 6. A display sign comprising supporting 
means, double channel members ES 
thereto in parallel relation, each of said mem 
bers being spaced from a similar member, 130 
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said members each comprising a main chan 
nel section and an auxiliary channel section, 
adjacent main sections facing in opposite di 
rections, and said g sections facing 

is upwardly, slabs received between adjacent 
spaced main sections, sign characters having 
their lower edges adapted for reception in 
certain of said auxiliary sections and their 
upper edges adapted to lie beneath the next 

10 upper auxiliary sections, and retaining chan 
nels each having one side receivable in said 
upper auxiliary sections and the other side 
adapted to overlap the upper edges of said 
sign characters, said channel members being 15 telescopic whereby the sign may be adjusted 
lengthwise of said channel members. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

MAURICE SEND. 
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