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The present invention relates in general to handbags 
or pocketbooks and in particular to a handbag provided 
with a removable cover. 
An object of the present invention is the provision 

of a handbag of the type having a removable cover in 
which innproved means are provided for mounting the 
cover thereon. 

AEcther object of the present invention is the pro 
vision in a handbag, of the described type, of highly re 
liable means for mounting a removable cover thereon 
which, nevertheless, can be readily operated by a female 
for the removal or replacement of the cover with a mini 
inunn of effort or pressure. 
A further object is the provision of a handbag of the 

described type, having relatively few and simple parts 
which are nevertheless efficient in operation and which 
can be manufactured and sold at a comparatively low 
price. 
The above and other objects, features and advantages 

of the present invention will be more fully understood 
from the following description considered in connection 
with the accompanying illustrative drawings. 

in the drawingS: 
Fig. 1 is a side view in elevation of a handbag pursuant 

to the present invention with the cover provided thereon; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the cover removed from 

the handbag; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary end view, on an enlarged Scale, 

taken in the direction of the arrow 3 in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view, on an enlarged scale, taken 

on the line 4-4 of Figure 1, 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view in elevation taken in the 

direction of the arrow 5 in Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 is a sectional view on an enlarged Scale taken 

on the line 6-6 of Figure 4, 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, there is shown 

a handbag 13 pursuant to the present invention. The 
handbag i9 includes a foundation bag 2 and a remov 
able cover or pouch i4. 
The foundation bag 2 is constituted preferably by a 

flexible bag 36 which may be formed of any suitable 
flexibie sheet material, such as, for example and not by 
way cf imitation, leather, fabric or plastic. The bag ió 
is provided with a suitable top opening 18 which is de 
fined by a pair of U-shaped frame members 28 and 22 
which are hinged together, as at 24 and 26, for open 
ing and closing the bag. A conventional releasable lock 
device 28 is provided on the frame members for retain 
ing the latter in the releasably closed condition thereof 
for keeping the bag closed at the opening is thereof, as 
is well known to those skilled in the art. The frame 
members 20 and 22 are preferably formed of a Suitable 
metal and are suitably secured in conventional fashion 
to the flexible bag 16. Each frame member may include 
a base or bight portion 30 and a pair of opposing de 
pending arms 32-34 which extend from the bight por 
tion 3D. A conventional handle 36 is secured to a pair 
of eyelets 38-38 provided on the bight portions 30 of 
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one of the frame members, here shown as the frame 
member 22. As thus far described, the bag 12 is con 
ventional in construction, arrangement and operation. 
The cover or pouch 14, as best illustrated in Fig. 2, 

has a form complementary to the form or shape of the 
flexible bag 6. The cover 4 is formed of any suitable 
flexible material, for example and not by way of limita 
tion leather, fabric, plastic, etc., and, as here shown, the 
cover 14 is formed of two separate layers or plies 40 and 
42 which are suitably secured together. It will be under 
stood that the plies 40 and 42 may be different in color, 
design, or appearance, and the cover 4 may be turned 
inside out from the condition thereof illustrated in Fig. 
2 So that the ply 40 will constitute the outer surface of 
the cover rather than the inner surface thereof as shown 
in Fig. 2. At each of the upper ends thereof, the cover 
4 is provided with a preferably metallic trim member 
44 which is provided at each end thereof with a laterally 
projecting preferably metallic eyelet 46. From the fore 
going, it will be apparent that the cover 4 is of the 
reversible type and is provided at the upper end thereof 
with four metailic eyelets or socket elements 46, which 
project from the associated trim members 44, and which 
are disposed in the planes of the associated trim mem 
bers 44, respectively. The eyelets 46 constitute female 
elements adapted for engagement with complementary 
male elements provided on the foundation bag 12. 

in order to releasably mount the cover 4 thereon, the 
foundation bag 2 is provided with four male locking 
devices 48 which are secured to the frame members 28 
and 22 at the corners 58 defined by each bight 30 and its 
associated arms 32 and 34. Each male locking device 
48 is constituted by a generally circular housing 52, a 
pin or finale element 54 and a compression spring 56. 
Each housing 52 is rigidly secured in suitable manner at 
the associated corner 50. Each housing is closed at one 
end thereof by the base portion 58 thereof in which 
there is defined the aperture 60, and is open at the op 
posite end thereof, as at 62. Each male pin element 54 
is provided with a head or finger piece 64, a collar 66 
of reduced diameter, which extends between the head 
and a shoulder 68, and a shank 70 of further reduced 
diameter which terminates in the flange or shoulder 72. 
It will be noted that the shank 70 extends through the 
aperture 60 and that the shoulder 72 is disposed out 
wardly of the housing base 58. The compression spring 
56 is mounted on the shank 76, within the housing 52, 
bearing against the shoulder 68 and the inner surface 
of the base 53, to bias the pin element 54 in a direction 
outwardly of the housing 52 and mounting the pin ele 
ment for substantially universal movement, the shoulder 
72 preventing the disengagement of the pin from the 
housing. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the pin 

element 54 may be pressed inwardly toward the housing 
52 to compress the spring 56, it being noted that there is 
a normal clearance between the shoulder 68 and the end 
of the housing which defines the opening 62 to permit 
for said inward pressure and movement of the pin element. 
It will also be understood that the pin element may be 
rocked from side to side, for example as indicated by the 
full and broken line dispositions thereof in Fig. 4, said 
rocking or movement being permitted due to the fact that 
there is a substantial clearance between the shank 70 and 
the housing at the opening 62 thereof and due to the fact 
that the shoulder 72 can pivot or rock on the base 58 as 
indicated in the full and broken line position of the 
shoulder 72 on the two lowermost pins 54, viewing Fig 
ure 4. 
As best illustrated in Fig. 4, it will be noted that the 

pair of pins 54 associated with the frame member 22 in 
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the normal orientation thereof within the associated hous 
ing 52 are disposed in converging relation in a direction 
outwardly of the foundation bag 12 and similarly the 
pins 54 provided on the frame member 20 are disposed 
in converging relation outwardly of the foundation bag. 
More specifically, and referring to Figure 4, it will be 
noted that the pins 54 associated with the frame member 
22 are disposed on axes which will converge and meet 
upwardly of Figure 4 whereas. the pins 54 associated with 
the frame member 20 are disposed on axes which con 
verge and will meet below said figure. This disposition 
or orientation of the various pins provides for a Superior 
locking action whereby the cover is releasably locked in 
position on the foundation bag 12, as hereinafter described 
in detail. 
A preferred method of locking the cover in position 

on the foundation bag 12 will now be described in con 
nection with Figure 4. Assuming now that the cover is 
substantially disposed, as illustrated in Fig. 2, the eyelet 
designated at 46A is first mounted on the pin designated 
at 54A in Figure 4, with the head 64 of the pin projecting 
through the eyelet at the front thereof and with the 
eyelet aligned substantially on the collar 66. Since the 
inner diameter of the various eyelets greatly exceeds the 
outer diameters of the associated collars 66, the cover 4 
is first urged in the direction of the arrow 88, viewing Fig 
ure 4, until the inner circumferential portion of the eyelet 
adjacent the associated corner of the associated trim mem 
ber 44 engages the collar 65 as shown in Figure 4. In 
this position of the front or bottom trim member 44, view 
ing Figure 4, the opposite eyelet 46B is offset from registry 
with the associated pin. 54B, as best illustrated in Figure 
5. The front trim member is now pressed inwardly toward 
the adjacent frame member 20, as indicated by the arrow 
82 in Fig. 4, causing the pin 54B to pivot from the full 
to the broken line position thereof, against the bias of the 
associated compression spring until the collar 66 of said 
pin 54B snap engages in the associated eyelet 46B. Dur 
ing said movement of the trim member 54 in the direction 
of the arrow 82, and while the pin 54B is being pivoted 
from the ful to the broken line position thereof, the 
front trim member 44 moves somewhat laterally in the 
direction of the arrow 80 to move the pin 54A, from the 
broken line to the full line position thereof, until the pin 
54B snap engages in the eyelet 46B at which point the 
springs associated with the pins 53A and 54B both read 
just somewhat to return or urge the corresponding pins 
54A and 54B toward the adjacent corners of the front or 
lower trim member 44, to return the pin 54A substantially 
to the broken line position thereof illustrated in Fig. 4 
and to dispose the pin 54B in the same position relative 
to the associated eyelet 46B. The lower trim element 44 
and its associated eyelets 45A and 46B will now be dis 
posed in the manner indicated for the upper trim element 
44 in Fig. 4 and its associated eyelets 46C and 45D, it 
being understood that the upper trim member 44 and its 
associated eyelets are mounted on the associated pins 
54C and 54D in the same manner as described in con 
nection with the mounting of the eyelets 46A and 45B 
on the associated pins 54A and 54 B. In each case, as 
best shown in Figure 3, the head 64 of each pin is disposed 
outwardly of the associated eyelet which is mounted on 
the associated pin shank 66. When so mounted, and due 
to the previously described converging relationship of 
the paired pins associated with each of the frame elements 
20 and 22, the innermost portion of each head 54, which 
is the portion closest the adjacent end of the associated 
trim member 44, overlies the associated eyelet 46, being 
baised into said position by the associated spring 70, 
so as to securely lock the associated eyelet against in 
advertent disengagement from the associated pin. In view 
of the foregoing, it will be readily apparent that each of 
the eyelets 46A, 46B, 46C and 46D is securely and releas 
ably locked in position on the collar 66 of the associated 
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pin by the overlying portion of the associated pin head 
64, as described. 
The cover 14 may be readily removed from the founda 

tion bag 12 in order to reverse or turn the cover inside 
out and then mount the latter on the bag so as to provide 
a different overall appearance or for utilization of the bag 
without the cover. This may be readily accomplished by 
merely forcing any one of the pins 54 of each pair in a 
direction to pivot the latter away from the adjacent corner 
of the associated trim element 44 until the previously 
described inner or overlying portion of the head 64 clears 
the underlying portion of the eyelet whereby the eyelet 
will slip of the associated pin with the result that its 
paired eyelet will also be moved out of locking relation 
ship with the paired pin. For example, considering the 
pin elements 54C and 54.D in Fig. 4, if either of said 
pins is forced in an outwardly direction toward the adja 
cent margin of the drawing until the associated eyelet 
can slip over or off the pin so moved, said disengagement 
of the eyelet from the pin will result in a slight shifting 
of the associated trim member 44 to move the eyelet at 
the other corner thereof sufficiently to release the latter 
from the described locking relationship with the tip. 

While I have shown and described the preferred em 
bodiments of my invention, it will be understood that 
various changes may be made in the present invention 
without departing from the underlying idea or principles 
of the invention within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described Iny invention, what I claim and 
desire to secure by letters Patent, is: 

1. Means for removably securing a cover in bag-cover 
ing position at both sides of a lady's handbag having 
hinged frame members provided at the opposite side walls 
thereof, said means comprising eyelets adjacent the upper 
portions of said cover, individual fastening elements se 
cured to said frame members and having parts extend 
ing transversely of the companion frame member and 
terminating in free ends for movement into and out of 
companion ones of said cover eyelets, respectively, for 
releasable engagement therewith, at least certain of said 
transverse parts being resiliently engageable with and pro 
jecting through the companion eyelets, respectively, and 
being inclined to the axes of said companion eyelets, re 
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spectively. 
2. Means for releasably securing a cover in bag-cover 

ing position at both sides of a lady's handbag having 
hinged frame members provided at the opposite side walls 
thereof, said means comprising eyelets adjacent the upper 
portions of said cover, individual fastening members se 
cured at the opposite edges of each of said frame mem 
bers and projecting outwardly therefron, said fastening 
members having parts extending transversely of the com 
panion frame members and terminating in free ends for 
movement into and out of companion ones of said cover 
eyelets, respectively, for releasable engagement therewith, 
at least certain of said transverse parts being resiliently 
engageable with the companion eyelets, respectively, and 
being inclined to the axes of said companion eyelets, re 
spectively, said resiliently engageable parts of said fasten 
ing members being resiliently movable transversely of 
the axes of the companion eyelets, resepctively, for re 
leasing the cover from said fastening members. 

3. Means for removably securing a cover in bag-cover 
ing position at both sides of a lady's handbag having 
hinged frame members provided at the opposite side walls 
thereof, said means comprising an eyelet extending later 
ally and outwardly of each upper corner of said cover, 
individual fastening elements secured to said frame mem 
bers adjacent the upper corners thereof aid engageable 
in companion ones of said eyelets, at least one of said 
fastening elements on each frame member comprising 
an apertured part secured to said frame member at an 
outer edgethereof and inclined to the plane of said frame 
member, a headed pin member mounted in said apertured 
part and engageable in a companion eyelet, said pin mem 
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ber having a limited movement in said apertured part, 
and spring means biasing said headed pin member to a 
predetermined inclined position in releasable engagement 
with a side edge of the companion eyelet. 

4. Means for removably securing a cover in bag-cover 
ing position at both sides of a lady's handbag having 
hinged frame members provided at the opposite side walls 
thereof and defining a top opening therein, said means 
comprising a spring-biased pin at each end of said frame 
members at said top opening, an eyelet extending later 
ally and outwardly of each corner of said cover and com 
plementary to the adjacent pin for engagement thereby, 
each pin having an enlarged head and a reduced collar, 
and each eyelet being engaged on the collar of the asso 
ciated pin with the head thereof overlying a portion of 
the eyelet, at least one of the pins on each frame mem 
ber being inclined in a direction inwardly of the associat 
ed frame member whereby to increase the retention effect 
ed by said overlying pin eyelet relation. 

5. Means for releasably securing a cover in bag-cover 
ing position at both sides of a lady's handbag having 
hinged frame members provided at the opposite side walls 
thereof and defining a top opening therein, said means 
comprising a pin at each end of said frame members at 
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said top opening, an eyelet positioned laterally and out 
wardly of each corner of said cover and complementary 
to the adjacent pin for engagement thereby, each pin 
having an enlarged head and a reduced collar, and each 
eyelet being engaged on the collar of the associated pin 
with the head thereof overlying a portion of the eyelet, 
and the pins on each frame member being in mutually 
converging relation in a direction outwardly of the asso 
ciated side wall whereby to increase the retention effected 
by said overlying pin eyelet relation, each frame mem 
ber having a housing for each pin thereof, each pin ex 
tending through its associated housing for substantially 
universal movement relative thereto, and each housing 
having a spring for biasing the associated pin to a pre 
determined position therein. 
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