'PATENTED JULY %24, 1906:

, V. WHITTINGTON, ‘
~ COMBINED INVALID AND SURGICAL COUCH.

- No. 826,978.

APPLICATION FILED MAR. 3, 1906.

2 SHEETS—SHEET 1.

| e

S

e e — e (R

W.\\I‘.w’n\l\ln’j//’ = o — -
e ——

1

i

b
i

H o

/

0% &G

1l

e

e

_ Z'Pyl'ﬂl.@ Wﬁl‘m@ﬁ”[/vyﬂvm/\?,_

WITNESSES:

ERZ

)
o)
o
<
S
~
LN
=
.
o]



No. 826,978.

-  PATENTED JULY 24, 1906,
V. WHITTINGTON. -
COMBINED INVALID AND SURGICAL COUCH! .

APPLICATION FILED MAR. 3, 1906.

2 SEEETS—SHEET 3. .

Wingssns: | Virsginn Wiltizgglor,

EH .- v/ 2PN

CATTORNEYS



 UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

VIRGINIA WHI_TTINGTON,

OF VALDOSTA, GEORGIA.

COMBINED INVALID AND SURGICAL COUGH.

- No. 826,978,

Specification of Letters Paten‘ﬁ;

" Patented July 24, 1806,

. Application fled Merch 8, 1806, Seriel No. 304 118,

To. all whom it may concerﬁ:
Be it known that I, Vireinia WarTTinG-

TON, & citizen of the United States, residin

at Valdosta, in the county of Lowndes an

‘State of Georgia, have invented:s new and

useful Combined Invalid and Surgical Couch,
of which the following is & specification.
This invention relates to certain improve-

- ments in portable beds or couches of that
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general class designed for use in hospitals,
sick-rooms, and similar places for supporting
invalids and other persons while being op-

erated upon or when receiving treatment for

different kinds of diseases.

The object of the invention is to provide
an invalid bed or couch in which fhe side
and end rails may be adjusted vertically
with respect’ to the corner-posts and which
may also be knocked down and compactly
assembled for transportation or shipment.

A further. object 1s to provide s bed hav-

.i_ng a detachable sheet for lifting and sup-

porting the' invalid in elevated position

~while the bed-covering is being changed and,
further, to provide a removable rubber sheet |

or dam to protect the bedclothing while the

- patient'is being bathed or operated upon.
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A still further object of the invention is to
generally improve this class of devices so as
to add to their utility and durability, as well
as to reduce the cost of manufacture.

With these and other ‘objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts

‘hereinafter fully described, and illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, it being under-

. stood that various-changes in form, propor-
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“portion of one of the corner-posts.

tion, and minor details of construction may

- be regorted to within the scope of the ap-

pended claims, :
In the accompanying drawings, forming s
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of an invalid bed or couch con-
structed in accordance with my invemtion.
Rig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional vif‘w of a
Fig. 3 is
& longitudinal sectional view of & portion of
the main supgorting sheet or covering and
waste-pipe. Iig..4 19 a perspective view of
a portion of the elevating-sheet, showing the
covering for the waste-pipe. Fig. 5is a
transverse sectional view showing the man-
ner of clamping the side rails in adjusted po-
sition. - Fig. 6.1s a side elevation 01g
of & bed, illustrating a modified form of con-
struction; :

a portion’

Similar numersls of reference indicate cor-
responding parts-n all of. the figures of the

drawings. :
The improved bed or couch comprises the

head-section, 5 and foot-section 6, connected

by the side-rails 7, the latter being hinged

intermediate their ends, as indicated at 8, -

to permit the same to be compactly folded *

for transportation or shipment. Slidably
mounted for vertical movement on the cor-
‘ner-posts 9 are supporting members 10, pro-
vided with angular extensions adapted %o re-
ceive and sugport the rails 11, said members
being secured in adjusted position by means
of clamping-screws 12, o :

The members 10 are provided with ser-

rated or corrugated faces 13, adapted to en-.
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gage the correspondingly-serrated ends 14 .

of the side rails 7, the end rails and suppori-
ing members being secured “together by
mesans of bolts 15, carried by the ends of the
rails 7 and engaging the vertical slots or
openings 16, formed 1n the serrated faces of
tlge members 13, as shown. - S
Rigidly secured to the post 9 and spaced
from the members 10 are similar supporting
members 17, whereby either end of the rails
7 may be adjusted into engagement with the
members 17, as indica_tedti)
Fig. 1 of the drawings, so as to vary ths in-
clination of the invalid or other cccupant of
the bed. :
- The side rails 7 are formed with a series of
spaced hooks 18, adapted to engage and sup-

v dotted lines in .
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port a sheet or covering 19, the latter being ~

preferably formed of strips of canvas or other
non-yieldable material and provided with a
central opening 20 for the reception of &
waste-pips 21. o
The weste-pipe 21 is provided with a pneu-
matic rim or cushion 22, which rests on the
adjacent surface of the supporting-sheet and
is retained in position thereon by & fiexible
band 23, detachably secured to the botiom
of the supporting-sheet by spring-clasps 24.
Detachably secured to the main supporting-
sheet 19 is a rubber dam or cover 25, pro-
vided ‘with & marginal flange or cushion 28,
adapted to be inflated through the medium
of the vaive 27, so as to.prevent the water
from flowing over the sides of the sheet and
wetting or otherwise soiling the bed-cover-
ing. 'Thé rubber sheet 25 is retained in po-
sition on the main supporting-sheet by suit~
able spring-clasps 28, similar in construction

1 to ths clasp 24,
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The corner-posts 9 are formed with a seriss-
of spaced slots or openings.29; adapted tores
ceive detachable supporting -'hoogs 30 for
supporting a liftingashexet;-?;%, . The lifting-
sheet 31 is formed of a plurality of longitudi-
nal and transverse strips:sewed or otherwise
secured together to form a seties of rectang-
lar openings 32, and formed in'the sheets'31’

- and 25 are openings 35, arranged in aline-

mert with the bpening 20, 80'as to pernit the
waste-pipt toibd positidned 'n-anyione-of
said sheets, the waste-pipe bemng preferably’
of sufficient! length o extend-through 'the
opemifigs in' the several sheets for communi=
cation withia suitable receptathe when said:
wastelpipe is supported by the lifting:sheet-
31} Tt will-ithus be seen 'thet the Lifting-

shdetthay be supported st anydesived eleva-i

tion with respeet to!the side irails by adjust=:
ing 'the hooks 30-Ih:the openings 29 “and:des
curing'thid sheet in position by inserting the.
billslof the hovks tﬁi’ough suitableleyes 36,

prefetubly formiedin‘ithe -corners of ‘said o

sheet, as shown. '
Ag's teans foi:gssisting the invalid:io raise

" and-lbtwer himself thereis prowided gn over-
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hamnging bracket ‘37, having' spyeed: sockets:
38-ddapted toireteive the corner-posts 9 and

provided with'a horizontal bair 39 having off

setrportions 40 formed ‘therein for the rece 2
tiot’ of 'dependisy ifting-straps 41: The:
bracket 37 is -adjustable! vertically with! ret |
spect to the posts 9 and:secured in'adjusted:
osition by olamping-screws 40'{isaid bracket
einip:detachablb)iso that the same may be.
positioned on eithdr the head: or foot section:
of the bed. ! ,

As 4 meany for reinforeing and strength-:
ening the bed suitable eorner-braves 32 -are:
detachibly:secured to  the posts'9 by elainps
ing-screws 33’, each brace being providedalt
its\froednd with a tetminal-hook adapted to
engags ‘suitablelopenings or sockets in"'the:
side!railsasishown, so that the braces may:
be ywang dotvirwardly'against the posts when
the bed is krocked dotwn or raised or lowered, |
aceording toithe position of the side rails: -

Secured to the pox'ner-Posts at the front ¢f

the Bed dredobps or brackets 347, adapted to

re¢eive anklestraps 35’ whereby the feet of
the patietit may be supported ih-elevated po-
gition when thé patient is undergoingi sur-
gieal’operations. - »
The eovering for the wastespipe opening in
thérubber shset or dam will: preferably ex-

tetid transversely across the shéet-and partly'}’

cover the marginalflange 26, thils pernmitting-
thd'covering when'detached to be used fop -
various other -purposes, such -as protecting |
the clothing’when bathing infants; packing',
ice,and the like:« If desiret; & pair of waste~
pipe openings may' be formed 1. the rubber

shéet; one being disposed gt the head-and the

P8

-ering may-be used for closing both openings, 65

- A pillow43-is -also-used in:connection with
the bed, the latter being preferably formed of

- rubber and provided: Witﬁ‘a valve 44, so that
thesame may be inflated withair and used as

a pillow or filled with hot or cold water and. yo-
used cither as a syringe or watet-bag. In’

| gperation when it is desired to elevate the
head or foot of the patient the side rails are’
detached from the membersi10iand dlainped-

'in positicn on-the memberst17, and whenit 75

. is desirad toielevateisaid rails the menrbers 101
maybe ndiusted vertidatly ofthe corner-post
andlocked at any desired Height!by mesns of

- the cléinping-screws 12~ e

| When 1t is desired totbaths the invelid; the 8o .

rubber: dain or sheet:25s placed in‘posttidn:

owthe main‘supperting-sheeti19:and seeured:

by the fasteningidevices 28;the rWaitei‘«ésc&?'—{

- ing:thiough/the waste pipe 2 1“into!y suitablé’ -

‘receptable desipneddol receive: thesame,tas 85 .-

“beforerdeseribed: (. When it -is ~desired ol -
change the bedclothing;:the patient is eled -
vated-on the sheet:3 1 and supported in ble-
vated position'by inserting %Ee‘ -hdoksh803in -
the':eyes 36. - Thébed whay: alsé-be used ini go

-thdwrdinaey mantier: by detabhihgibothi the -

t eleviated sheet dnd vubberdaini:.

In Fig:6 of the drdwings there ds itllub
trate 4 modifisd dorm. of the invention. n
‘whibtk thecorner-posts! 9 are! formed with! o5

spwe@d‘féuﬁporbiﬂgvmembe*rs! 10!, each:prok -
i vided with b socketror recess 45; adapted-€o. -
receive: the fasteningidevices 46\on the ends
of the side rails # ywherely said vails may-be.
adjusted vertically of the:postsl+ The goek 100
ets inithis cageralosform : means fofguppord:
ingthe detathable hooksd6) so-thelbwhemthe
sidénrails are int engagement with! thelower: -
supporting.mentbers 10! the hooks may: be
 inserted in the soekets iof: the adjdoent mésr 105
bers!for supporting' the elevated sheet3 1% in:
-positicion the cornersposts. . Theside'rails
and:-corner-posts’ are also-prefetably reins
foreed and dtrengthensd by disgenal braves:
324 similar in} constriotion to’ thdbrates: t1o
showmn in. Fig:l ofithe drawings::  Theteow.
“erinig’ for thewsste - pipscopening:ofoithe:
rubber sheet in both forms of the devdeermay
be attached toi either: the top- orbotbom of
the sheet; with spring-clagps sor--other suit- 115
able fastening deviees; andithe wransverss
and longitudinel strips fotming:thesupport®
ing and ¢levating sheets may-be- digpased at
diffefent; distancesapart! - . '

Any suitable means maybe used folretain:
ing the several sheetsin: position-omwsthebsdy.
- and theside railsof said bed rhay be congtiuis

ed with-or without the intermedistethingests.
From: the foregoing:- description tiitiiis
thought that-the eonstructich andioperition
of the:devies will be/readily undetstood by
-thdse skilled'in the art, and further descaiph
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-othéret the fobvof thie bed; and g gingle covs

tionthereot is detmned unnecessazy
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Hayving thus described the invention, what -
is claimed is— .

L. In a bed, a head-section, a foot-section,
a plurality of spaced supporting members
secured to said sections, side rails engaging
one of the members on each section and mov-
able vertically into engagement with the ad-
jacent member, a covering detachably se-
cured to the side rails and means for locking
the side rails in engagement with the sup-
porting members.” . '

+2. In a bed, a head-section, a foot-section,

-a plurality of spaced supporting members

secured to said sections and each provided
with a clamping-face, side rails having simi-
lar clamping-faces adapted to engage one of

the members. on each of said sections and

-movable into engagement with adjacent
‘members, and a fastening means engaging

th'ei clamping-faces of the members and side
rails. ‘ -
3. In a bed, a foot-section, and kx head-sec-
tion connected by side rails, a cpvering en-
gaging the side rails,-and an overhanging
bracket detachably. secured to one of said
sections and provided with spaced depres-
sions for the reception of lifting-straps.

4. In a bed, a head-section and foot-sec-
tion connected by side rails, an ‘overhanging
bracket secured to one of said sections and
provided with a horizontally-disposed bar
having depressions formed therein for the
reception of lifting-straps, a covering engag-
ing the side rails, a rubber sheet detachably
secured to the covering, and a waste-pipe
supported by said covering. : '

5. In a bed, & head-section and a foot-sec-
tion detachably connected by hinged side
rails and provided with spaced recesses, a
covering engaging the side rails, detachable
supporting-hooks seated in the recess of the
head and foot sections, and a lifting-sheet
adapted to engage said hooks.

6. In a bed, a head-section and a foot-sec-
tion, provided with corner-posts having-
spaced recesses formed therein, side rails de-
tachably secured to said posts and having
their intermediate portions hinged, hooks
detachably engaging the recesses in said
posts, and a lifting-head adapted to engage
the supporting-hooks.

7. In a bed, a head-section and a foot-sec-
tion connected by side rails, a covering de-
tachably secured to the side rails and formed
with a circular opening, a waste-pipe extend-
ing through said opening and provided with
an inflatable rim adapted to engage the up-
per face of the covering, and flexible strips
secured to the waste-pipe and detachably
engaging the lower face of said covering.

8. In a bed, a head-section and a foot-sec-
tion connected by detachable side rails, a

covering engaging the side rails and provided .

with a central opening, a Tubber sheet de-
tachably secured to the covering and pro-
vided with a central opening disposed in
alinement with the opening ‘n the support-
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ing-sheet, a lifting-sheet provided with a -

similar opening, and a waste-pipe adapted

to engage said opening and provided with an »
inflatable rim.

9. In a bed, a head-section, a foot-section,
supporting members slidably mounted for
vertical movement on said ‘sections, side
rails engaging one of the members on each
section and movable vertically ¥nto engage-
ment with the adjacent member, a. cover-

1 ing engaging the side rails, a sheet of im

pervious material detachably secured to the
covering and having a marginal inflatable
rim, means for locking the supporting mem-
bers in adjusted })osityion and means for lock-
ing the side rails in engagement-with the
supporting members. 2

10. In a bed, a head-section and a foot-sec-
tion connected by side rails, a covering en-
gaging the side rails and provided with an
opening, a rubber sheet detachably secured
to the covering and having an inflatable
marginal rim, said sheet being provided with
an opening disposed in alinement with the
opening in the covering, and a waste-pipe
having an inflatable rim interposed between
the rubber sheet and covering and engaging
said openings. ‘ i

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two ‘witnesses.

VIRGINTA WHITTINGTON.
Witnesses:
- C. WirrINGron,
W. F. Srarex.
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