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My invention relates to a device for re 
moving or lifting tacks from surfaces into 
which they have been introduced, and it has 
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especial reference to a device for lifting and 
containing thumb tacks as generally used by 
those engaged in making drawings. 
The objects of the invention are to provide 

a simple and convenient device by which 
tacks, wherever, and for whatever purpose, 
used, may be quickly removed or lifted from 
the surface or surfaces to which they are 
applied, and to provide a device in which the 
tacks thus removed may be collected and 
stored for further use. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a combined tack lifter and container 
which may be conveniently handled and car 
lied about. - - 
The invention is designed to eliminate the 

common practice of removing tacks by the 
fingers, which is often attended by injury to 
them and breakage of the finger nails, and 
for this purpose the invention consists of a 
receptacle or container having means where s 

by the removal of tacks may be readily ac 
complished and the deposit of the removed 
tacks within the receptacle may be effected 
practically simultaneously with the re 
moval. 
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ing a closed receptacle which is composed 

In the accompanying drawing I have ill 
lustrated a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention, and therein 

Fig. 1 is a front view, 
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation, the section 

being taken on line 2-2, Fig. 1, 
Fig. 3 is a front view showing the inven 

tion as used and 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4, Fig. 3. 
The invention is shown in the form of 

embodiment thereof illustrated, as compris 
: , preferably of two concave plates 2 and 3 
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conjoined at the periphery thereof in any 
suitable nanner. Each plate 2 and 3 is re 
spectively provided with a substantially V 
shaped slot or notch 2 and 3, extending in 
wardly from the periphery of the plates, and 
the respective slots or notches coinciding to 
enable either side of the receptacle to be 
used in removing tacks. The slots or 

vided with openings 6 and 6 
ari'anged to fit over buttons 7 and 7 pressed 

notches 2 and 3 communicate with the in 
terior of the receptacle, and in using the de 
Vice either of the plates 2 and 3 is forced 
between the head 4 of the tack and the sur 
face A to which it is applied until the shank 5. 
5 of the tack strikes the bottom of either of 
the V-shaped slots 2 and 3. The head of 
the tack is then within the edge of the re 
ceptacle as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. By 
rocking the receptacle on the convex surface 
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thereof the tack is removed and by tilting 
the receptacle, the deposit of the removed 
tack within the receptacle is effected. 

I provide a suitable closure for the open 
sing made in the receptacle by the slots 2 
and 3’ in order to 'etain the tacks contained 
therein. A simple and preferred form of 
closure is shown and comprises a V-shaped 
radial member 6, operable within the recep 
tacle and reiatively to the slot therein to 
open or close the opening made by such slot. 
The member 6 is provided with any suitable 
means, as an extension 6 for the finger or 
other member to operate same. The ends of 
the free branches of said member 6 are pro 

'' which are 

in the respective plates 2 and 3, these but 
tons 7 and 7 respectively being provided 
centrally of the plates 2 and 3 respectively 
and constituting pivots for said member 6 
about which the closure may be moved to 
open or closed position. The engagement 
of the openings 6' and 6' with the buttons 
7 and 7 respectively is insured by the spring 
tension of the branches of the member 6. 
What I claim, is: 
1. A device for lifting and collecting 

tacks comprising a receptacle composed of a 
pair of concave plates conjoined at their 
peripheries, each of said plates having a slot 

so 
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extending inwardly from the periphery . . . 
thereof. 

2. A device for lifting and collecting 
tacks comprising a receptacle having a con 
vex surface provided with a tack receiving 
notch and arranged to lift a tack by rock 
ing said receptacle on its convex surface. 

In testimony whereof I have set my hand. 
WALTER E. GABY. 

  


