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Patented June 19, 1951 2,557,699 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application May 10, 1946, Serial No. 668,715 
3 Claims. (CI: 33-41) 

This invention relates to an improved linoleum 
Scriber used by a workman when laying linoleum. 
An object of the invention is to provide anim 

proved linoleum scriber which may be used for 
both under scribing and over scribing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved linoleum scriber including a longi 
tudinally slotted body having means for support 
ing a scribing needle and cutting knife at one 
end, and a block adjustably supported along said 
slots having a forwardly extending flexible arm 
provided with a depending V-shaped guide foot 
On its extremity. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved linoleum scriber which may be pro 
vided with a pair of adjustable spaced scribing 
needles whereby varying widths of feature strips 
of linoleum may be scribed and cut. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved linoleum scriber having a fixed scrib 
ing needle at one end and an adjustable exten 
sion bar at the opposite end of said scriber body 
for supporting a second needle, whereby circles 
of varying diameters may be scribed and cut. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved lockable scribing needle for linoleum 
Scribers. 
Other objects of the invention will appear as 

the description proceeds. 
In the accompanying drawings which form a 

part of this application, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

linoleum scriber as used for under scribing; 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 

scriber with guide foot supporting blocks removed 
for under scribing when cutting the linoleum to 
provide a flush joint; 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view through the 
improved adjustable locking needle; 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the forward end of 
the scriber body being partly broken away and in 
section to show a Scribing needle and cutting 
knife held in position by the locking set Screws; 

Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the adjustable 
block with flexibly Supported guide foot; 
Figure 6 is an enlarged bottom plan view of the 

flexible slotted guide arm for the Supporting guide 
foot with scribing needle in position in said slot; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the improved 
linoleum scriber showing the same When used for 
over Scribing; 

Figure 8 is a longitudinal sectional view of a 
portion of the scriber with the scribing needle in 
position for scribing close to the edge of a piece 
of linoleum; 
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Figure 9 is a side elevation of the scriber show 

ing the Same in position to scribe close to a wall; 
Figure 10 is a detail view Showing the end of 

the Scriber with extension bar connected there 
with and supporting a cutting blade or pin for 
cutting various sizes of circles, and 
Figure 11 is a plan view of the scriber with 

Square employing a pair of adjustably spaced pins 
for cutting or scribing various widths of feature 
strips of linoleum. 

Like characters of reference are used through 
out the following Specification and the accom 
panying drawings to designate corresponding 
parts. 

In carrying out the invention, there is provided 
an improved linoleum scriber having an elongated 
body generally denoted by the reference numeral 
l, and being tapered at its forward end to provide 
the pointed head 2, through which the Spaced 
openings 3 and 4 are formed for respectively re 
ceiving the scriber pin 5 and the cutter blade 6, 
the same being securely held in place by means 
of the set screws and 8, respectively. 
The body of the scriber is formed with a 

longitudinally extending slot 9, which terminates 
at its inner end with the rounded aperture 0, 
the purpose of which will be hereinafter de 
scribed. A supporting basell will be secured 
transversely to and below the inner end of said 
body , to hold the same in Spaced relation from 
the upper surface of the linoleum when the Same 
is being scribed or cut. 
Oppositely disposed guide surfaces will be 

provided in the under surface of the body of the 
scriber, and will serve to guide the block 3 which 
supports the forwardly extending flexible arm 
f4, said arm being formed with a longitudinal 
slot 5 and provided with an integrally formed 
depending V-shaped guide foot 6 on its for 
ward extremity. The longitudinally adjustable 
block with the V-shape guide foot is Supported 
for longitudinal adjustment along the slot 5 
by means of the set screw 7 which is provided 
with the enlarged knurled head if, which may 
be moved through the said rounded aperture O 
when the block is being removed from the scriber 
body. 
In Figure 1 of the drawings, the Scriber body 

f is shown with the scribing needle 5 in the for 
ward opening 3 in position to under scribe a piece 
of linoleum (not shown) when inserted between 
the lower surface of the scriber body f and the 
upper surface of the flexible arm A. The scriber 
may be pulled along the edge of the linoleum to 
mark the same S0 that it may be cut to form a 
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flush joint with an adjacent piece of linoleum. 
In Figure 3 of the drawings, there is illus 

trated a vertical sectional view through the im 
proved ball locking scriber needle, said needle 
being indicated by the reference numeral 9 and 
being vertically supported through the exter 
nally threaded supporting member 20 formed 
with the laterally extending head 2 on its lower 
end. A guide member 22 being formed With a 
central aperture is adapted to support the Sup 
porting member 20 with the head 2 in contact 
with its under surface, and to be secured thereto 
by means of the threaded nut 23. The locking 
nut 24 is adapted to be threaded upon the upper 
end of the externally threaded Supporting mem 
ber 20 and to be formed with an internal conical 
seat 25 in which a single ball bearing 26 Will 
be disposed to cooperate with the conical upper 
end 27 of the supporting member 20, whereby 
When said locking nut 24 is threaded or turned 
down on the supporting member 20 the ball 
bearing 26 will be cammed into engagement be 
tween the conical upper end 27 of the Support 
ing member and the adjacent wall of the conical 
seat 25 to lock the pin or needle 9 within its 
supporting member. The improved ball locking 
needle Will be adjusted for longitudinal move 
ment along the slot 9 formed through the body 

of the scriber and will be held in adjusted 
position along said slot by clamping action be 
tween the nut 23 and the upper surface of the 
guide member 22, as clearly shown in the 
drawingS. 

In Figure 2 of the drawings, the scriber is illus 
trated with the block 3 removed and the ball 
locking needle i 9 in position within the slot 9, 
and a piece of linoleum 28 Supported upon a Wood 
strip 29 placed adjacent the piece of linoleum 
30, whereby when the piece of linoleum 28 is 
scribed by the needle f9 and the end cut there 
from, a flush joint will be provided between the 
two pieces of linoleum 28 and 30. 

In Figure 7 of the drawings, there is illustrated 
the needle 9 placed at the inner end of the 
scriber body and a cutting knife 6 supported 
in the outer end in position to cut the piece of 
Iinoleum 3i, which has been placed in position 
to cut a circle theref'On. 

In Figure 10 of the drawings, there is illustrated 
the body of the scriber supporting an extension 
bar 32, which supports the scribing needle 33 at 
its outer extremity whereby circles of any size 
may be Scribed. 

In Figure 11 of the drawings, there is illus 
trated the improved scriber shown in connec 
tion with a T-square 33 and a pair of Spaced ball 
locking scribing needles, said T-Square being 
placed on a flat side of a piece of linoleum 34 
with the needles 9 set the desired distance apart 
so that as the scriber is drawn along the body 
of the T-square 33, the desired width of a feature 
strip or piece of linoleum may be scribed, and 
later cut. Obviously, varying widths of strips 
may be scribed and cut by spacing the needles 
and cutting blade the desired distance apart. 

In Figure 8 of the drawings the improved ball 
locking needle is shown on the scriber body 
with the scriber placed at the edge of a strip 
of linoleum 35 to scribe the same when the strip 
is to be cut from the edge of the piece of linoleum. 
In Figure 9 of the drawings, the scriber body 
is shown Supporting the ball lock needle in posi 

tion with the scriber body in contact with a wall 
of a room in position to Scribe a line along the 
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4. 
piece of linoleum 36 which is placed with its 
edge in contact with the said wall. 
The depending V-shaped guide foot 6 is 

clearly illustrated in Figures 5 and 6 of the draw 
ingS, and is thus formed so that the Scriber may 
be used When Scribing around a corner or for 
making Semi-circular Scribings to cut out Small 
pieces of linoleum. The slot 5 formed in the 
flexible arm 4 is provided So that the Scribing 
needle may be set either close to the said foot 
6 or at a point Spaced therefrom the desired 

distance. 
From the foregoing description, it Will be ap 

parent that there has been devised a highly effi 
cient form of linoleum scriber which may be 
Sed for under Scribing and also for Over Scrib 

ing, and which may be used for scribing circles 
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or strips of various sizes, and for scribing around 
Corners and in close quarters. 
While the preferred embodiment of the instant 

invention has been illustrated and described, it 
Will be understood that it is not intended to limit 
the Scope of the invention thereto, as many minor 
changes in detail of construction may be resorted 
to without departure from the spirit of the in 
vention. 

Having thus described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. A linoleum scriber comprising an elongated 
inverted channel member constituting a body, a 
central longitudinally extending slot in said body, 
a reduced head on one end of the body, means for 
locking tools in vertically adjustable positions in 
the head, a transverse Support block attached to 
the opposite end of the body, a guide block slid 
ably mounted longitudinally on the undersurface 
of the body, a flexible arm extending forwardly 
from the botton of the block, a longitudinal Slot 
in Said arm in Vertical alignment with the slot in 
the body, a bearing Surface on the extending end 
of Said arm and means for locking Said guide 
block to said body in adjusted positions. 

2. A linoleum Scriber comprising an elongated 
inverted channel member constituting a body, a 
longitudinally extending slot in said body, a re 
duced head on one end of the body, a straight 
transverse edge on the other end of said body, lon 
gitudinally Spaced vertical openings in said head, 
transversely disposed means in said head for re 
movably and adjustably locking a cutter blade in 
the openings, a transversely disposed support 
block on the straight end of the body, means for 
vertically and longitudinally adjusting a scriber 
needle in Said slot, Said last-recited means in 
cluding an externally threaded supporting mem 
ber vertically disposed through said slot, a lat 
eraily extending head on one end of the support 
ing member slidably engaged on the under Sur 
face of the body, a central longitudinally extend 
ing Scriber needle receiving opening in said Sup 
porting member, a locking nut received on said 
Supporting member and Seated cn the upper sur 
face of the body for clamping coaction with the 
he&d of the Supporting member, a conical end 
on said supporting member, a locking nut hav 
ing an external conical seat received on the 
conical end of Said Supporting membel', and a 
can locking member received in said seat for 
locking a Scriber needle in the supporting mem 
ber, Said cam locking member including a ball 
bearing. 

3. In combination with a scriber having a body 
With a longitudinally extending slot therein, 
means for vertically and longitudinally adjusting 
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a Scriber needle in Said slot, Said means includ- REFERENCES CITED 
ing an externally threaded supporting member The following references are of record in the 
vertically disposed through Said slot, a E. file of this patent: 
extending head on one end of the Supporting 
member slidably engaged on the under Surface of 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
the body, a central longitudinally extending Number Name Date 
scriber needle receiving opening in Said Support- 15,556 Bryant ------------ Aug. 19, 1856 
ing member, a locking nut received on Said Sup- 880,111 Thomas ------------ Feb. 25, 1908 
porting member and seated on the upper surface 964,785 Johnson ------------ July 19, 1910 
of the body for clamping coaction with the head 10 985,978 Coxhead ------------ Mar. 7, 1911 
of the supporting member, a conical end on Said 1,238,423 Matthey ----------- Aug. 28, 1917 
supporting member, a locking nut having an ex- 1,344,569 Switzer ----------- June 22, 1920 
ternal conical seat received on the conical end of 1402,629 Mailly -------------- Jan. 3, 1922 
said supporting member, and a can locking men- 1529,293 Beulwitz ----------- Mar. 10, 1925 
ber received in said seat for locking a Scriber 15 1619,750 Nelson ------------- Mar. 1, 1927 
needle in the supporting member, said cam lock- 1993,132 Cathcard ----------- Mar. 5, 1935 
ing member including a ball bearing. 2,274,727 Neiss et al. ---------- Mar. 3, 1942 

WILLIAM SILVER. 2,287,601 Callaghan --------- June 23, 1942 

  


