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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An epaulet badge to be worn on the shoulder epaulet 

of a uniform such as a military uniform is disclosed. The 
badge is made of one piece of formable ridged material 
and can readily be attached to or detached from the epau 
let. A design or insignia can be printed on, attached to or 
painted on the badge. The badge can be made of any 
color, and the badge can be made to have a glossy finish, 
a mat finish or a fabric finish. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to badges and more specifically 

to badges to be worn on the epaulets of uniforms such 
as military uniforms. 
Many units of the United States Armed Forces wear 

epaulet badges as part of the uniform. The color of the 
badge and/or the insignia on the badge indicate to which 
military unit or group the wearer is assigned. For example, 
Some U.S. Army warrant officer candidates wear a solid 
orange epaulet badge or an orange badge with a black 
stripe across the badge, and some commissioned officer 
candidates wear a white epaulet badge. The combat arm 
of the U.S. Army wears a green epaulet badge. 
The epaulet badges now used are made of a felt or 

like cloth. The badge is wrapped around the shoulder epau 
let and is snapped together on the underside of the epaulet. 
Any insignia or ornament worn on the badge is general 
ly attached to the badge by a pin or other suitable well 
known fastening means. 

Unfortunately these prior art cloth type epaulet badges 
are difficult to attach to a uniform in a neat and correct 
manner. Instead of lying flat on the shoulder the cloth 
tends to bend in such a manner that there is a visible 
gap between the bottom of the badge and the top of the 
shoulder epaulet. Also, once the badge is fastened to the 
epaulet it is difficult to slide it along the epaulet to locate 
it at the proper place on the epaulet. If one removes and 
replaces the badge too often or attempts to slide it along 
the epaulet, it will become wrinkled or creased. When the 
badge is wrinkled or creased, it does not look neat. In ad 
dition, these cloth type badges can look unsightly if they 
become wet. 
My epaulet badges overcome these prior art problems. 

My badges are made of a formable rigid material. They 
are readily attached to and removed from a uniform. No 
pins or other type of separate fastening devices are needed. 
The badges always lie flat on the shoulder and can be 
easily moved along the length of the epaulet to position 
them properly. My badges will not wrinkle or crease and 
are not adversely affected by wet weather. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 

an epaulet badge. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a one 

piece epaulet badge. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide an 

epaulet badge made of rigid formable material. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide an 

epaulet badge that is readily attached to and removed 
from a shoulder epaulet. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The above mentioned and other objects of the inven 
tion will be apparent from the following detailed descrip 
tion of the invention when read in conjunction with the 
annexed drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 is a top view of my invention; 
FIG. 2 is an end view of my invention; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom view of my invention; 
FIG. 4 is a top view of my invention showing a partic 

ular design that may be incorporated as part of my 
invention; 

FIG. 5 is a top view of my invention showing another 
design that may be incorporated as part of my badge; and 

FIG. 6 shows my invention as it is worn on a uniform. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 which show an 
epaulet badge 1 constructed in accordance with my inven 
tion. The badge comprises sides 7 and 8, the ends 9 and 
10, folded parts 2 and the bent portions 3. The sides 7 
and 8 as shown in FIG. 1 are tapered in such a fashion 
that end 9 is shorter than end 10. The badge is tapered to 
fit the taper of an epaulet. The sides 7 and 8 are folded 
over, as shown at 2 in FIG. 2, to form a gripping means. 
The ends 3 of the folded parts are bent away from the 
bottom of the badge. This extra bend provides a lip for 
easy attachment of badge 1 to the epaulet. 
As indicated in FIG 2 the top surface 4 of badge 1 

is curved to fit the contour of the wearers shoulder. 
Badge 1 can be made of any rigid material that can be 

molded or formed or extruded. I prefer to use a formable 
plastic, Any one of the formable plastics available on the 
market can be used. Plastic is ideally suited for an epaulet 
badge because it is strong, durable, economical, and easily 
formed into the desired shape. Furthermore, plastics can 
be obtained in any color and various finishes such as a 
mat finish, a fabric finish, or glossy finish can be imparted 
to the surface of plastic by using well known techniques. 
As is apparent from FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, epaulet badge 1 

is easily attached to an epaulet and is also easily removed. 
No pins or clasps are necessary to hold the badge in place. 
Folds 2 grip the epaulet to hold the badge in place. Be 
cause epaulet badge 1 is curved going from side 7 to 
side 8 and due to the manner in which folds 2 are shaped, 
a narrow channel 12 is formed to provide a pinching effect 
on the sides of the epaulet, thus holding the badge in 
place. The bent portions 3 are provided to form a lip so 
that the badge can be easily attached to the epaulet. These 
bent portions 3 are not absolutely necessary; however, 
without this extra bend, it would be obviously more dif 
ficult to attach the badge to the epaulet. 

Badge 1 can be made of any color. If colored plastics 
are used to make the badge, all one needs to do is choose 
the desired color of plastic material. If other materials are 
used, pigments will have to be added to the material if it 
cannot be purchased in colors or the badge can be painted. 
In addition to being of a particular color, many epaulet 
badges have a particular design on the top of the badge. 
These particular designs can be printed on, or painted on 
using a silk screen process or other suitable process, or 
decals can be used or any other known means can be used 
to apply a design on top surface 4 of badge 1. 
A badge having a design on the top surface is shown in 

both FIGS. 4 and 5. In FIG. 4 a badge 1 is shown having 
a bar 5 across the surface of the badge. As was mentioned 
above, the bar 5 can be painted on, or it can be printed 
on top surface 4. Also, as was mentioned, decals can be 
used to apply the design on surface 4. 
For this type of badge, plastics are also ideally suited. 

Badge 1 can be made of laminated plastic. Bar 5 can 
be a printing of the desired color and the surface can 
then be covered with a lamination of clear plastic. 
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FIG. 5 shows a badge with a wheel design on the sur 
face of the badge. As was started with reference to FIG. 
4, this wheel design can be applied to the top surface 4 by 
any known technique. In order to protect this design, a 
lamination of clear plastic can be applied over the top of 
the design, particularly if the badge is made of plastic. 

In both FIGS. 4 and 5, the design has been incorporated 
as part of the badge. in some cases metal insignia of a 
particular design are worn on top of an epaulet 
badge. With cloth badges, it is difficult to place these 
metal insignia at the proper place each time the in 
signia is removed and replaced. With my badge, holes 
can be easily punched through the badge, particularly 
if the badge is made of plastic; and the metal insignia can 
be taken off and replaced in the proper position every 
time. Once the insignia is put on the badge in the correct 
place, the holes will always be present in the badge to 
replace the insignia in the proper position on the badge. 
While my invention has been described with reference 

to a specific embodiment, it will be obvious to those 
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications 
of the invention can be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. The combination with a uniform epaulet strap, said 

strap tapering in such a manner that the strap is wider 
at the end adjacent the arm sleeve of said uniform than 
the end adjacent the neck piece of said uniform, of a 
badge comprising a sheet of formable material having 
one end longer than the other end to conform substan 
tially to the said taper of said epaulet strap; inwardly 
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extending gripping means formed along each side for 
removably attaching said badge to said strap and being 
formed in a gentle arc along the dimension across said 
strap to generally conform to the contour of the shoulder 
of the wearer of said uniform. 

2. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
formable material is plastic. 

3. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
material is laminated plastic. 

4. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein a design 
is incorporated in the top surface of said badge, 

5. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
formable material is colored. 

6. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
badge is covered with a lamination of clear plastic. 

7. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein a design 
is printed on the top surface of said badge. 
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