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To a 77 whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ROBERTIRELAND, a citi 

the left, and in each of these recesses is 
formed or placed a pocket c, and said pock 

zen of the United States, residing at New ets in the form of construction shown consist 55 
York, in the county of New York and State only of depressions formed in the board or 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Game Apparatus, of 
which the following is a specification, such as 
will enable those skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

an improved game apparatus by means of 
which a new and interesting game may be 
played; and the apparatus consists of a 
board or table of a novel construction here 
inafter described and claimed and a prede 
termined number of balls and a cue, the 
balls and cue being not shown and described. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the foll 

lowing specification, of which the accompany 
ing drawings form a part, in which the sepa 
rate parts of my improvement are designated 
by suitable reference characters in each of 
the views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the board or 
table which I employ; Fig. 2, a section on 
the line 22 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 a section on 
the line 33 of Fig. 1. 
In the practice of my invention I provide 

a board or table C, which in the form of con 
struction shown is provided with side mem 
bers a, which project slightly above the sur 
face thereof and also below said board Orta 
ble, and the said board or table is provided 
with a central transverse strip a, secured to 
the bottom thereof for the purpose of giving 
strength thereto. The board or table a may 
be made in any desired manner and may con 
sist of an ordinary table supported in the 
manner of a billiard or pool table, or it may 
be made independently and placed on any 
other suitable support. The board or table 
a, is also preferably provided with a cloth b 
similar to other apparatus or tables of this 
class, and arranged thereon in a substantially 
circular form is a wall c, which is open at one 
side to form a space c’ and which incloses all 
the central portion of the board or table. Ar 
ranged at regular intervals in the wall c are 
recesses, which are preferably five in number, 
and these recesses for the purpose of this de 

table, and at the entrance to the said re 
cesses the said wall c is formed into rounded 
or beveled buffers c. . . 
The recess c is directly opposite the open 

ing c in the wall c, and placed in front there 
of is a baffle-block d, which preferably con 
sists of a circular block secured to the table 
or board in any desired manner, and in front 
of the recesses c and c are similar baffle 
blocks d and d. 
with and inwardly of and at a predetermined 
distance from the baffle-blocks d and d are 
other pockets d and d, similar to the pocket 
c, and these pockets are partially inclosed by 
segmental walls d and d", forming recesses 
which open outwardly and have inclined buf 
fers d, connected by curved walls d', the con 
vex surfaces of which are directed inwardly 
and also form buffers. 
At the center of the board or table is another 

pockete, similar to the pocket c, and in front 
of which is a baffle-block e, similar to the 
baffle-blocks d, d, and d, and the pocket e is 
partially inclosed by a segmental wall e and 
which opens forwardly and is provided with 
inclined buffers e', which are connected by 
backwardly-converging walls e, the rear ends 
of which are connected by a segmental Wall 
e', and the walls e also form buffers. 

In front of the recesses c' and c and in ra 
dial line there with and about half-way be 
tween said recesses and the central pocket e 
are placed baffle-blocks f, and rearwardly of 
these are placed pockets g, similar to the 
other pockets hereinbefore described, and 
these pockets g are partially inclosed by seg 
mental walls g, which open forwardly and 
each of which is provided with an outwardly 
directed loop-shaped memberg, which form 
buffers for the recesses c' and c', and with in 
wardly-directed inclined buffers g, the outer 
ends of which are connected with the loop 
shaped members g. by segmental walls g, the 
convex surfaces of which are directed back 
wardly, and these walls g also form buffers. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

scription are designated by the reference seen that in the form of construction shown 
characters c, c', c', c° and 6', beginning with there are ten of the pockets employed and six 
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of the baffle-blocks and that five of said pock-pocket without first striking a baffle or buffer; 
ets are provided with partially-inclosing in 
dependent walls having buffers arranged in 
the manner described; but my invention is not 
limited to the exact number of pockets herein 
shown and described nor to the exact arrange 
ment of the buffers and loaffle-blocks with 
which, said pockets are provided, as will here 
inafter appear, and although I have described 
the parts d, d, d, e, and f as baffle-blocks 
and the inclined guards at the sides of the ap 
proaches to the various pockets as buffers it 
will be understood that the said baffle-blocks 
also form buffers in the operation of playing 
the game, as hereinafter described. 
The apparatus also involves a number of 

balls equal to the number of pockets employed 
and a cue by means of which said balls are 
played, and in practice each of the pockets 
may be given a number by means of which 
the game may be counted. In practice the 
balls are played from a “scratch-line’ ar 
ranged at the opening cat the front of the 
board, and the said balls may be placed at any 
point on said line, and in practice a ball is 
played at each of the pockets; and if the play 
is Successful and the ball enters the pocket at 
which it is played the number of said pocket 
is counted to the score of the player. If, how 
ever, the player fails to make the pocket, the 
number of said pocket does not count in his 
Score, and the ball may be left on the table or 
removed there from until the turn of the next 
player. 
The ball, as hereinbefore stated, may be 

placed at any point on the scratch-line, and 
suppose the player desires to make the pocket 
c in the recess c the ball will be placed at 
the right of the opening c in the wall c and 
will be played so as to strike the outer sur 
face of the baffle-block d and then rolled into 
said pocket. If the player desires to make 
the pocket d', he will place his ball so that 
he will strike the illner side of the baffle-block 
d and roll into said pocket. The playing of 
a ball into any other pocket is done in the 
Same manner, it being understood that if a 
ball cannot be played directly into any pocket 
it must be made to strike one of the buffers 
or baffle-blocks and then roll into said pocket. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that each of the pockets with which the 
board or table is provided, with the exception 
of the pocket c in the recesses c and c, is 
provided with a baffle-block arranged directly 
in front thereof, and the parts g form buffers 
or baffles for the said pockets in the recesses 
c and c'. It will be also observed from the 
construction herein shown and described that 
it will be very hard to play a ball into any 

but by careful playing and by the exercise of 
great skill this may possibly be done in the 
case of the pockets in the recesses c' and c'. 
and possibly also in the case of the central 
pocket e, and the successful playing of my 
improved game by means of the apparatus 
herein described requires the exercise of great 
skill, as well as a steady hand and a true eye. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A game board or table having a circu 
larly-arranged wall which opens forwardly 
and wherein are formed a plurality of recesses 
provided with pockets, the approaches to said 
pockets being also provided with inclined or 
curved buffers, other buffers placed in front 
of and radially in line with said recesses, and 
other pockets formed in said board or table 
and partially inclosed by segmental walls, 
part of which open forwardly and part for 
wardly and radially, said walls being also 
provided with buffers, substantially as shown 
and described. 

2. A game board or table provided with an 
inclosing wall which opens forwardly, said 
board or table being also provided within the 
inclosing wall with a plurality of pockets all 
of which are partially inclosed by segmental 
walls forming recesses which open forwardly 
or forwardly and radially, said walls being 
provided at their ends with inclined or curved 
buffers, and said pockets being also provided 
in front thereof with baffles or buffers, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. A game board or table provided with an 
inclosing wall which opens forwardly or at 
the front side or end of the board or table, 
said board or table being also provided with 
pockets arranged in recesses formed at inter 
vals in said wall said recesses opening in 
wardly and being provided with baffles or buff 
ers, said board or table being also provided 
With other pockets partially inclosed by seg 
mental walls forming recesses which open for 
wardly and radially, and which are also pro 
vided with buffers, each of said pockets be 
ing also provided with a baffle or buffer ar 
ranged in front thereof, substantially as shown 
and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 2d day 
of December, 1902. 

ROBERT IRELAND. 
Witnesses: 

F. A. STEWART, 
J. C. ARSEN. 

7 o 

75 

95 

I do 

Io5 

Id 

  


