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This invention relates to coin-operated meters. More 
particularly, it relates to a guard device for protecting 
the coin box of such meters from vandals and the like. 

Coin-operated meters are commonly used in conjunc 
tion with self-service washers, dryers, amusement, and 
vending machines and other devices which are offered to 
the public for operation at a pro?t. The locations of 
many of these machines are such as to make it di?icult 
for law enforcement personnel to adequately supervise 
their operation and as a consequence the operators of 
such businesses frequently ?nd that they have been the 
victims of vandalism. This is true because of the con 
ventional coin-operated meter is not constructed of suffi 
ciently rugged material to prevent vandals from gaining 
ready access to the contents of the coin box through the 
use of simple tools such as pinch bars, vise-grips, screw 
drivers, etc. For example, the lock which holds the coin 
‘box within the housing of the coin-operated meter is 
most generally sprung through the use of a vise-grip 
which is utilized to bend the relatively thin housing 
edges outwardly and thereby provide ready access for a 
pinch bar to be inserted to spring the lock. The upper 
edge of the coin box is particularly vulnerable to the use 
of a simple screwdriver to bend the edge outwardly suf?~ 
ciently far to enable a pinch bar to be inserted and spring 
the lock. My invention is designed to overcome these 
disadvantage of the conventional coin-operated meter. 

It is a general object of my invention to provide a 
novel and improved coin box guard which is adapted to 
be readily secured to the conventional coin box housing 
in such a position as to preclude ready access to the edge 
portions of the coin box and its surrounding housing and 
thereby prevent vandalism. 
A more speci?c object is to provide a coin box guard 

device manufactured of relatively heavy plate metal and 
constructed and arranged so as to reinforce and extend 
beyond the otherwise vulnerable edges of the housing 
and to extend outwardly therebeyond and beyond the 
coin box to prevent ready access to such edges and there 
by ’prevent vandals from gaining access to the interior 
of the coin box. 
These and other objects and advantages of my inven 

tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
tion, made in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein like reference characters refer to the same 
or similar parts throughout the several views, and in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an automatic laundry 

machine having a coin-operated meter equipped with the 
coin box guard device comprising this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective View of the meter 
on an enlarged scale with the guard device shown in solid 
lines and the meter housing shown in broken lines; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the 
housing and coin box guard device with portions thereof 
broken away and shown in sections to more adequately 
explain the device and its functions. 
One of my coin box guard devices in its preferred form 

is shown in FIGS. 1—3 and identi?ed by the numeral 5, 
As shown in FIG. 1, it is adapted to be ?xedly mounted 
upon the housing 6 of the coin-operated meter which 
includes a coin moving slide 7 and a coin box 15. The 
latter is conventionally locked in position by means of 
a lock 9 which extends the length of the coin box and is 
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secured to the back wall of the housing in a conventional 
manner which is not shown. The housing 6 is mounted 
upon the side of the coin-operated machine 10, in this 
case an automatic laundry machine. 
The housing 6 as clearly shown in the ?gures has a 

pair of side walls 11 and 12, a top wall 13 and a front wall 
14. Slidably received within the front wall 14 is the coin 
box 15. It will be noted that the side walls 11 and 12 and 
the top wall 13 have forward edges which extend for 
wardly beyond the front wall 14 and the coin box 15. It 
is these forwardly extending side edges which are most 
frequently attacked by vandals through the use of a vise 
grip by bending them outwardly and thereby providing 
access for the vandal to the coin box through the use of 
a pinch bar or similar device. My guard device protects 
the coin box in such a way that such vandalism is rendered 
substantially impossible. 
As best shown in FIG. 2, my coin box guard device is 

comprised of an inverted U-shaped member 16 which is 
formed throughout of heavy plate metal material, prefer 
ably about one-fourth inch thickness. As shown, the in 
verted U-shaped member 16 is characterized by a pair of 
vertically extending legs 17 and 18 which are laterally 
spaced and are ?xedly connected by a horizontal trans 
versely extending top wall 19. It will be noted that the 
horizontal top wall 19 extends between the forward and 
upper edges of the two vertical legs 17 and 18 and is dis 
posed in a plane immediately above the upper edges of 
these legs. The two legs 17 and 18 both extend rearwardly 
a substantial distance beyond the rearward edge 20 of 
the top wall 19 and are adapted as at 21 to receive pop 
rivets such as 22 therein to secure the same in guarding 
position‘ upon the housing 6. It will be noted that the rear 
edge 20 of the top wall 19 is provided with a pair of 
laterally spaced slots 23 and 24. These slots are adapted 
to receive the forwardly extending side walls 11 and 12 of 
the housing therein to provide greater rigidity and 
strength to the housing once the guard device 5 has been 
applied or attached thereto as shown. 

It will be noted that the two legs 17 and 18 each extend 
forwardly beyond the forward edges 11 and 12 of the 
housing, a substantial distance. This fact plus the fact that 
the device is made of heavy plate metal material precludes 
any successful attack upon the housing through the use of 
vise-grips or the like. There is no way that a vandal can 
obtain a su?icient grip on the forward edges 11 and 12 
to deform them su?iciently to gain access to the edges of 
the coin box 15 when the legs 17 and 18 and the top wall 
19 are positioned as shown. It will be noted that the top 
wall 19 extends forwardly from the housing and immedi 
ately above the upper edge of the coin box 15. This pre 
cludes the vandal from attacking the upper edge of the 
coin ‘box with a screwdriver or the like sufficiently to pro 
vide an adequate opening for a wrecking or pinch bar 
to spring the lock which holds the coin box in place. 
From the above it can be seen that I provided a novel 

and improved coin box guard device which most ade~ 
quately protects the coin box from the action of vandalism 
since it is impossible for the vandal to gain su?icient ac 
cess to the edges surrounding the coin box to enable him to 
successfully apply a tool of su?icient strength to spring 
the lock. The forwardly extending plate member 19 in 
cooperation with the'forwardly extending side legs 17 
and 18 discourages the vandals to such an extent that a 
machine provided with such a device is relatively safe from 
such acts of vandalism. The structure is such that even if 
a vandal were tempted to attack a coin box equipped with 
such a guard device, the time involved in gaining access, 
if it were possible, would be such as to make it extremely 
dangerous for the vandal to accomplish his mission. In this 
connection, it will be noted that the success of such acts 
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of vandalism are particularly dependent upon the vandal 
being able to strike and leave the scene of his illegal act 
within a relatively short period of time. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the parts without departing from the scope of 
my invention which consists of the matter shown and de 
scribed herein and set forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination a coin-operated meter including a 

housing having spaced side walls, a top wall and a front 
wall, a coin box releasably locked to a portion of the 
housing and slidable through an opening in said front wall, 
coin transporting slide means mounted on said front wall 
above said coin box for carrying coins from a position out 
side said front wall into said coin box, a heavy inverted 
U-shaped plate member positioned about said housing, said 
strap member having flat legs positioned adjacent the 
outside of the spaced side walls and a top wall secured 
to the upper ends of said legs and extending transversely 
therebetween in front of said housing above said coin box 
and below said slide means forming a protective guard for 
the coin box, and fastening means for securing said legs to 
the housing side walls. 

2. The structure de?ned in claim 1 wherein said top 
wall of said plate member extends horizontally forwardly 
from said housing immediately above said coin box form 
ing a protective guard for the coin box against vandalism. 

3. The structure de?ned in claim 1 wherein said legs 
of said inverted U-shaped member extend rearwardly from 
its said top wall and alongside said housing side walls and 
are ?xedly secured to said side walls. 

4. The structure de?ned in claim 1 wherein the side 
walls of said housing extend forwardly beyond said coin 
box and said top wall of said U-shaped member has rear 
ward edge portions having laterally spaced recesses formed 
therein into which said side walls extend. 

5. A coin box guard device attached to a coin-operated 

4 
meter having a housing with spaced side walls and a 
front wall with a coin box releasably locked therein, said 
device comprising: 

(a) an inverted U-shaped member formed of heavy 
5 plate metal throughout, 

(b) said member having a pair of laterally spaced verti 
cally extending legs, 

(c) said member having a horizontally extending top 
wall extending between and ?xedly secured to upper 
and forward portions of said legs, 

(d) said legs of said member extending rearwardly from 
said horizontal top wall and being ?xedly secured to 
the side walls of such a housing with said top wall 
extending frowardly and immediately above its coin 
box to form a protection shield for the latter. 

6. The structure de?ned in claim 5 wherein the front 
edge of said top wall terminates flush with the forward 
ends of said legs and the rear edge of said top wall termi 
nates a substantial distance forwardly of the rear ends of 

20 said legs. 
7. The structure de?ned in claim 5 wherein said top 

wall extends in a horizontal plane above the upper edges 
of said legs and its rear edge terminates a substantial dis 
tance ahead of the rear ends of said legs. 

8. The structure de?ned in claim 5 wherein said top 
wall has a rear edge extending between said legs in which 
a pair of laterally spaced narrow slots is formed, said slots 
receiving the side walls of such a housing therein when 
the device is attached thereto. 
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