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To all whon, it may concern 
Beitknown that I, ALBERT C. HouGLAND, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Green 
leaf, in the county of Meeker and State of Min 
nesota, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Oil-Cans; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
My invention has relation to oil-cans espe 

cially adapted for oiling elevated shafts; and 
it consists in the novel construction and ar 
rangement of its parts, as hereinafter de 
Scribed. 
The object of the invention is to provide an 

oil-can. With a handle by means of which the 
Oil-can is elevated, the lower end of the can 
being provided with a cylindrical section and 
an oil-outlet located at the lower end of the 
section, said oil-outlet adapted to oil the shaft 
bearing, a plunger adapted to reciprocate 
within said cylindrical section, said plunger 
having a Valve and a plunger-rod passing per 
pendicularly through the can and fixed at its 
lower end to the plunger, and a lever suitably 
fulcrumed on the top of the can, a spring nor 
mally holding said plunger-rod in its lower 
position, and a string adapted to elevate the 
lever and the plunger-rod. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a sectional view of the can. Fig. 2 is sectional 
view of the lower portion of the can, showing 
the parts enlarged. - 
The can 1 is provided in its bottom with a 

cylindrical section 2. 
lindrical section 2 is provided with the oil 
outlet 3. The plunger 4 is adapted to recip 
rocate in the cylindrical section 2, said plun 
ger having a perforation 5 and a valve 6, fixed 
to the lower side of the plunger and adapted 
to pass over the lower outlet of the perfora 

A plunger-rod 7 is fixed at its lower 
end to the center of the plunger 4, and the 
lever 8 is pivoted at one end to the upper end 
of said plunger-rod 7. An arm 9 is fixed to 
the upper portion of the can 1, said lever S. 
being fulcrumed to the upper end of the said 
arm 9. The outer portion of the lever 8 ex 
tends upward, and a string 10 is fastened to 
the said upwardly-extending portion of the 
lever 8. The top of the can 1 is provided with 

forces the plunger 7 down. 

The bottom of the cy 

a removable screw-cap 11, the plunger-rod 7 
passing through the center of the said cap. 
The cap 11 is provided in its top with a screw 
plug 12, which when removed reveals an ori 
ifice through which the oil may be poured from 
the can. The coiled spring 13 bears at its up 
per end against the end of the said cap 11 and 
is connected at its lower end to the plunger 
rod 7. The said spring 13 has a tendency to 
keep the plunger-rod 7 in its lowest possible 
position. The outer side of the can I is pro 
vided with an inclined socket 14, the lower 
end of which receives the upper end of the 
handle 15. The lower end of the body of the 
can 1 is preferably curved or inclined, thus 
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having a tendency to convey the oil contained . 
within the can into the cylindrical section 2. 
The operation of the can is as follows: The 

can having previously been filled, the oil is 
thus elevated by means of the handle 15, and 
the lower end of the oil-discharge spout 3 is 
inserted into the oil-hole of the bearing-shaft, 
The string 10 is then pulled. This elevates the 
inner end of the lever 18, and the plunger 
rod 7 is also elevated, and consequently the 
plunger 4 is elevated. The oil passes through 
the perforation 5 and passes the valve 6 and 
descends into the oil-outlet 3. The pull on the 
string 10 is then released, and the spring 13 

This forces the 
plunger 4 down, closes the valve 6, and forces 
the oil below the plunger out through the oil 
outlet 3 into the bearing of the shaft. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent, is- - 
An oil-can adapted to apply a liquid lubri 

cant to overhead machinery consisting of a 
vessel having its lower portion curved or con 
vexed, a cylindrical section depending from 
the lower portion of said vessel, an oil-outlet 
located in the bottom of the cylindrical sec 
tion, a reciprocating plunger located within 
the cylindrical section, said plunger at all 
times during its operation remaining within 
said cylindrical section, the sides of the said 
plunger forming a guide for the plunger, said 
plunger having a perforation and a valve 
adapted to close said perforation, a plunger 
rod fixed at its lower end to the plunger, a 
coiled spring attached at its lower end to said 
plunger - rod, said spring surrounding the 
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plunger-rod, a screw-cap closing the upper 
end of the vessel, the upper end of said spring 
bearing against the under side of said cap, the 
upper end of the plunger-rod passing through 
the center of said screw-cap, an upwardly-ex 
tending inclined arm fixed to the edge of the 
top of the vessel, a lever fulcrumed in said arm, 
the inner end of said lever being pivoted to the 
upper end of the plunger-rod, the outer por 
tion of said lever extending upwardly at an 
incline, a string fixed to the upper elevated 

2 614,720 

end of the lever, a downwardly-extending in 
clined socket fixed to the outer side of the 
vessel, said socket adapted to receive a suit 
able handle. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two Witnesses. 
ATLIBERT C. HOUGHTLAND. 

WWitnesses : 
E. F. KENNY, 
J. R. SMITH. 


