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The invention here disclosed relates to ladies' 
-handbags and the like. 

Special objects of the invention are to provide 
a handbag of the “envelope' type of construc 
tion, which may be carried as a brief case- or as 

- an underarm, or as a so-called “swagger” form 
Of bag, Which While Securely holding the con 
tents may be quickly and easily opened and 

: closed and which with its many advantages, Will 
be particularly pleasing and attractive in appear 

G?. 
The foregoing and other desirable objects are 

attained by certain novel features of construc 
tion, combinations and relations of parts, all as 
hereinafter set forth, illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing and broadly covered in the 
claims. 
The drawing referred to illustrates one of the 

present preferred embodiments of the invention. 
Structure however, may be modified and changed 
aS l'egards this di Sclosure, al Within the true 
intent and broad Scope of the invention as here 
in after defined and cained. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one of the bags 
in the closed conditioin and with the handles 
retracted as for carrying the bag under the arm. 

Fig. 2 is another perspective view showing the 
handles drawn out as for carrying the article as a 
swagger bag or brief case and the "inside closing 
fiap in a partly open condition. 

Fig. 3 is a CrOSS-Sectional view of the bag as on 
the plane of line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail illustrating the 
formation of the guSSet to fit the inside closing 
flap. ?? • 

Fig. 5 is a Sectional detail of the inverted gusset 
structure, a Staken on Substantially the plane of 
line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 
The bag shown consists of the front and back 

, 8, connected by the infolded bottom 9, and 
end gussets (), . 
This bag is closed at the top by a flap 2, at 

tached to and forming in effect an extension of 
the back. This flap instead of closing down over 
the front or face of the bag as in conventional 
practice, fits down inside the front Wall and is 
secured by means of a locking tab 3, sliding 
down inside a holding strap 4, secured over the 
inner face of the front Wall. s 
To facilitate opening aid closing Operations 

and particularly the sliding of the locking tab 
into and out of the retainer strap, Said tab is 
shown as hingedly connected With the edge of the 
closure flap aiong an axis represented by the 
line 5, Fig. 2, and as having an upward exten 
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ision 45, forming a handle by which the locking 
tab may be positively guided and conveniently 
rocked one way fór the ôther on the hinging lihe 
lä. Also, this locking tab handle extensionà fináy 
be padded as indicated to provide a firm holding 
grasp in the rétainer strap, to provide a con 
venient grip for the fingers and to impart suffi 
cient firmness and stiffness for the whole pad to 
bè ušed as a l?ver örn the edge of the clósure fiap. 
The handle portion of the locking tab is shown 

in Figs. i and 3, às extending åpproximately to 
the height of the arched portion of the flap 2, 
So as to be always in easy grasp of the fingers. 
rangement of inside pockets. In the example, 
an inside pocket is indicated at 7, on the inside 
of the froiat wall, extending up below the retainer 
strap tõ retseive and põssibly aid in hõlding the 
lowei edge portion of the locking tab. 

ihê foidi?ag of th? closure flap tó the inside 
leaves the front of the bag exposed and clear for 
Ornamental and other purposes. This construc 
tion furthermore makes it practical to use reced 
ing handles. 8, 8, and to slidingly mount these 
aS indicated at 26, direct in the froat, and back 
Walls. W 

In the retracted position, Fig. 1, only the tops 
of the handles will show, below the upper edge 
of the front and back walls, where they then 
SerWe as Ornamental features of the bag. In such 
relation, they are out of the way of the handle 
pad 6, and the bag then is in a form convenient 
for use as an “underarm” bag. 
When the handles are drawn out as for carry 

ing the bag like a brief case, Fig. 3, they project 
beyond and in effect overlap the envelope fiap 
and the locking tab, serving as guards overstand 
ing and protecting these parts. 
The gussets 0 and , are shown as of the in 

Verted type, folded inwardly and secured by con 
cealed Stitching 2, Fig. 5. This provides addi 
tional Space at the ends of the bag for the inside 
closing flap and leaves the front and back faces 
of the bag clear of edge stitching, except for the 
reinforcement Stitching 22, about the upper edge 
and cornei's of the front and back walls and which 
latter, may constitute portions of the ornamen 
tation of the bag. 
The upper edges of the gussets are shown as 

rounded at 23, Figs. 3 and 4, to substantially fit 
and coact With the closure flap and a special fea 
ture of this structure, appearing in Figs. 2 and 4, 
is that the forward edge of each gusset fold is 
reduced or lowered on a flatter curve at 26, to af 
ford clearance for the inside folding of the co 
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sure flap. In this way, the gussets do not inter 
fere with the closure flap and are made to co 
operate with the closure to prevent escape of any 
of the bag contentS. 
The pivotally connected handle and locking tab 

provides a convenient means for opening and 
closing the flap and a Secure but readily accessi 
ble and easily operable device for holding the flap 
closed. Further security is provided by the re 
ceding handles, which when Withdrawn, Will act 
as guards overlapping and covering the flap and 
locking tab handle. All parts may be made of 
leather, leather substitutes, fabrics or other non 
metallic materials and need for metallic fasten 
ings or parts is entirely avoided. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bag of the character disclosed, having 

front and back walls, a closure flap extending 
from said back wall and foidable down inside said 
front wall, a stiff padhingedly connected with the 
downwardly folding edge of said closure flap 
along an axis Substantially corresponding to the 
free edge of Said flap, Said hingedly connected 
pad having a free portion extending below the 
edge of said flap to form a locking tab and having 
a free portion extending above the edge of said 
flap to form an upstanding handle for raising and 

O 

25 

lowering the flap and a stiff lever for rocking the 
lower locking tab portion about the hinging axis 
of the pad and a retainer inside Said front wall 
for receiving and holding said locking tab por 
tion closely confined against the front Wall of the 
bag. 

2. A bag of the character disclosed, having 
front and back walls, a closure flap extending 3 
from said back Wall and foldable down inside Said 
front wall, a stiff pad hingedly connected with the 
downwardly folding edge of Said closure flap 
along an axis substantially corresponding to the 
free edge of said flap, said hingedly connected 
pad having a free portion extending below the 
edge of said flap to form a locking tab and hav 
ing a free portion extending above the edge of 
said flap to form an upstanding handle for rais 
ing and lowering the flap and a stiff lever for 
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rocking the lower locking tab portion about the 
hinging axis of the pad, a retainer inside said 
front Wall for receiving and holding said locking 
tabportion closely confined against the front Wall 
of the bag, the upstanding handle portion of said 
stiff pad projecting upwardly over the front face 
of the closure flap when the bag is closed and car 
rying handles on the front and back walls pro 
jecting upwardly a short distance above the up 
per end of said handleportion of the pad and the 
top of said closure flap, forming guards prevent 
ing access to said handle portion and closure flap 
when said carrying handles are grasped for car 
rying purposes. 

3. A bag of the character disclosed, having 
front and back walls, a closure flap extending 
from said back wall and foldable down inside 
from said front Wall, a stiff padhingedly connect 
ed. With the downwardly folding edge of said clo 
sure flap along an axis substantially correspond 
ing to the free edge of said flap, said hingedly 
connected pad having a free portion extending 
below the edge of said flap to form a locking tab 
and having a free portion extending above the 
edge of said flap to form an upstanding handle 
for raising and lowering the flap and a stiff lever 
for rocking the lower locking tab portion about 
the hinging axis of the pad, a retainer inside Said 
front wall for receiving and holding said locking 
-tab portion closely confined against the front wall 
of the bag, the upstanding handle portion of said 
stiff pad projecting upwardly over the front face 
of the closure flap when the bag is closed and car 
rying handles on the front and back walls pro 
jecting upwardly a short distance above the up 
per end of said handle portion of the pad and 
the top of said closure flap, forming guards pre 
venting access to said handle portion and closure 
flap when said carrying handles are grasped for 
carrying purposes, and Said carrying handles 
having sliding receding mounting in Said front 
and back Walls and positioned to stand below said 
upstanding handle portion of the pad when in 
loWered relation. 
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