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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

CHARLES H. REID, OF DANBURY, CONNECTICUT.

HAT-IRONING MACHINE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 547,132, dated October 1, 1895,
Application filed November 23, 1894, Serial No, 528,752, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerry:

Beitknown thatI, CHARLES H. R¥ID, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Danbury,
in the county of Fairfield and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hat-Ironing Machines;
and I do hereby declare the following tobe a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
arttowhich it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in hat-ironing machines, but is espe-
cially intended as an improvement upon the
construction shown and deseribed in Letters
Patent No. 420,961, issued to me February 11,
1890, and in my pending application for Let-
ters Patent, filed September 21,1894, Serial
No. 528,730,

Theobjectof my present invention isto pre-
vent the burning of the hat by the iron, to
prevent the iron from coming in contact with
the stiffening of the hat and thereby smouch-
ing the same, and to produce a neat and fin-
ished appearance, such as is indispensable in
hats of the first quality. -

My invention is especially applicable in the
instance of hats which are treated with what
is termed a “wine stiff,” since in such hats
the heat from the iron will draw the stiffen-
ing to the surface of the hat, where it will be-
come quickly dried and smeared by the hot
iron when the latter is in direect contact with
the hat.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
bination of elements, such as will be herein-
after fully setforth, and then specifically des-
ignated by the claims,

In the aceompanying drawings, which form
a part of my specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a hat-ironing machine equipped
with my improvement; Fig. 2, a front eleva-
tion of the same, and Ifig. 3 a detail perspec-
tive of my improved attachment.

Similar numbers of reference denote like
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

I have shown my invention as attached to
a machine precisely like that shown and de-
seribed in my pending applieation above re-
ferred to, and I will therefore enter into no

deseription of the hat-ironing machine proper,
since the same forms no part of my present
invention.

1isthe swinging bar, 2 the hat-iron pivoted
at the inner end of said bar, and 9 the ro-
tary chuck for supporting the hat, precisely
asis shown and described in my aforesaid ap-
plication. .

3is a frame provided at its extremities with
journals 4 and having ears 5, which latter are
securely bolted tothebar 1, whereby the frame
is fixed in position, Swiveled within said
journals are stirrups 6, within which are jour-
naled band-wheels 7. 8 is an endless belt, of
cloth or other suitable material, carried by
said wheels, which belt also incloses the iron
above and below the same.

‘When the iron is in use, the revolving hat
will, by friction, cause the belt to travel in
unison therewith, so that there can be no ¢haf-
ing between said belt and hat. As the iron
travels from the sides of the hat to the tip
thereof, the journals of the stirrups will swing
around, thereby causing the belt to always
present a flat surface to the hat. In other
words, the belt partakes of the movements of
the iron along the sides and around the tip
of the hat, this being of course due to the fact
that said belt is carried by the bar which sup-
ports the iron.

It is immaterial whether the belt be sup-
ported upon the iron or upon the part which
carries the iron, the gist of my invention in
this respect resting in the broad idea in ar-
ranging and supporting the belt so that it will
move in harmony with the iron and will al-
ways beinterposed between the latter and the
hat to be ironed.

Having thus described myinvention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a hat ironing machine, the combina-
tion of the rotatory chuck, the hat iron and
the bar to which said iron is connected; with
an endless belt of cloth interposed between
said iron and chuck and supported by said
bar, said belt being caused to revolve in uni-
son with thechuek by frictional eontact with
the latter, substantially as set forth,

2. In a hat ironing machine, the combina-
tion of the rotatory chueck, the iron and the
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bar to which the latter is econnected, with the

frame secured to- said bar, the band-wheels

journaled within said frame, and the endless

belt of cloth carried by said wheels and in-

5 closing said iron above and below, substan-
tially as set forth. :

3. In a hat ironing machine, the combina-

. tion of the chuck, the hat iron and the bar to

which the latter is connected, with the frame

1o secured to said bar, the stirrups swiveled to
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said frame, the band wheels journaled within
said stirrups, and the endless belt of cloth car-
ried by said wheels and ineclosing said iron,
substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 13
in presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES II. REID.
Witnesses:
LEUGEN C. DEMPSEY,
JOHN R. Boorm.




