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(54)  Improvements  in  diffusion  pumps  

(57)  A  diffusion  pump  1  comprises  a  hollow  outer 
body  2  containing  a  vapour  chimney  8  with  at  least  one 
jet  stage  12.  At  least  a  portion  of  the  internal  surface  of 
the  hollow  outer  body  2  is  covered  with  a  wicking  mate- 
rial  20  for  absorbing  a  working  fluid.  The  use  of  the  wick- 
ing  material  20  allows  the  diffusion  pump  to  be  used  in 
orientations  other  than  the  conventional  upright  configu- 
ration. 
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