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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a retractor (1) equipped with a retraction part
(10) with a dull-shaped distal end, an introduction part (20) extending from
the retraction part, and a handle (30) attached to the proximal end of the in-
troduction part. In this retractor, the retraction part and the introduction part
each has an outer diameter allowing the insertion thereof into an instrument
channel (42) of a flexible endoscope (40) that is to be inserted from the nat-
ural orifice of a hollow organ into the lumen. When protruded from the in-
strument channel into the inside of the lumen, the retraction part changes the
shape thereof into a definite shape and shows smooth surface. The intro-
duction part comprises a tlexible material. The handle can be manipulated
so as to change the shape of the retraction part. In a preferable embodiment,
the retraction part comprises a shape-memory material. Because of requir-
ing no insertion pathway from the body surface, the aforesaid retractor is
useful in minimally invasive surgical operations such as endoscopic surg-
eries and NOTES.
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