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To all, uhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WASHINGTON LAYCOCK, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Hand-Stamps; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

hand printing-stamps of that class provided 
with removable types, and refers more spe 
cifically to a construction designed to facili 
tate the setting and removal of the types and 
to hold the same accurately in place during 
the printing operation. - 
The invention consists in the matters here 

inafter set forth, and more particularly point 
ed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation, 
partly broken away, of a hand-stamp embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a cross-section 
thereof. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the 
stamp. Fig. 4 is an end view. Fig. 5 is a 
side view, partly broken away, showing a 
modified form of stamp. Fig. 6 is an end 
view of said modification. Fig. 7 is a bottom 
plan view. Fig. 8 is a cross-section. 

First referring to the construction of the 
form shown in Figs. 1 to 4, A designates the 
back or body of the stamp, provided with a 
handle A', and B designates a type-holder de 
tachably secured to said back and in which 
are removably secured the types C. Said 
holder consists of a flat plate of grid form, 
Fig. 3, comprising a plurality of type-receiv 
ing slots b' and intervening bars made in 
tegral with the body of the plate. Said holder 
is provided with side and end flanges or walls 
lib', which are preferably made integral with 
the holder proper and constitute a box-like 
casing that overlaps and closely embraces the 
rabbeted side and end faces of the back A. 
The type-holder is attached to the body A in 
any convenient manner permitting of its ready 
attachment and detachment for the purpose 
of insertion and removal of the types. 
types are inserted into the holder from the 
rear thereof, and any means of freeing the 
holder from the back or removing the back 
from the holder to permit of the insertion of 
the types may be employed. The reduced 
printing ends 6 of the types fit within the slots 
of the holder and the enlarged body portions 

S. 

The 

d' thereof fit between the inner face of the grid-form holder and the stamp-back, the 
shoulders between the reduced and enlarged 
parts of the types fitting against the inner 
faces of the bars b and pressed thereagainst 
by being confined closely between the holder 
and back. As herein shown, the holder is 
locked to the stamp - back by means of an 
arm B integral with one end flange of the 
holder and which fits outside of and engages 
the end face of the back above the rabbet 
thereof and is provided with an opening or 
notch d", which engages a stud B, formed on 
or fixed to the end face of the back, and a 
spring-latch B, attached to the other end wall 
or flange of the holder and provided with an 
opening or notch b', which engages a like lug 
B', formed on or attached to the adjacent end 
of the back A. The rigid stud B may be re 
placed by a similarly-formed spring-latch, if 
desired. The lugs B'B' are inclined on their 
lower sides, and the upper ends of the arm B' 
and spring-latch Bare turned outwardly at 
their free ends, thus facilitating the fitting of 
the holder to the back. The holder and its 
flanges may be cast or may be made of sheet 
metal, as desired. When it is desired to re 
lease the holder for the purpose of receiving 
or changing or adding types, the free end of 
the spring-latch Bis pulled outwardly to re 
lease it from the lug B", after, which the ad 
jacent end of the holder is free to be drawn 
away from the back A and the notched arm 
B detached from the lug B. As a further 
and separate improvement a yielding body is 
interposed between the stamp-back and the 
types, which serves to press the types firmly 
into place in the holder, while permitting the 
backs of the types to yield backwardly rela 
tively to the back or body of the stamp when 
pressed against a printing-surface. Such 
yielding body may embrace in its construction 
a spring or springs or be made otherwise yield 
ing. Preferably it consists of a cushioning 
body D, made of cellular rubber or like ma 
terial, and is pasted or, otherwise affixed to 
the lower face of said stamp-back. The flanges 
of the holder are so adjusted to the back and 
to the locking-lugs B'B' that when in place 
the types are confined under some pressure 
between the yielding or cushioning body D. 
and the holder, and such pressure acts to force 
and hold the lugs B'B' against the outer ends 
of the notches bl” of said attaching-arm and 
spring-latch, respectively. The rabbeted por 
tion of said back A is made of such depth 
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that when the parts are in the position de 
scribed the upper margins of the flanges bl' 
are separated a distance from the shoulders 
a between the rabbet and enlarged upper part 
of the back. When the stamp is pressed with 
the type engaging a printing-surface, there 
fore, the back A of the stamp is permitted to 
yield or move downwardly relatively to the 
holder and its flanges, and such movement is 
permitted by reason of the elongation of the 
notches in the arm Band spring B". By rea 
son of such relative movement of the stamp 
back and the holder and of the yielding or 
cushioning body or member D between the 
back and types a uniform pressure of the 
types on the printing-surface is assured, not 
withstanding the fact that the types may ex 
tend unequal distances from the holder, or the 
printing-surface may be uneven--that is to 
say, if, for instance, certain of the types should 
project from the holder farther than the oth 
ers or the printing-surface be irregular such 
projecting type or those first striking the 
printing-surface when the stamp is pressed 
against said printing-surface yield backwardly 
into the cushioning body D until all the types 
are brought into proper printing contact with 
the printing-Surface. - 
In the construction shown in Figs. 5 to 8 

the holder E, shown as accommodating but a 
single line of type, is provided with flanges 
ee at the sides of its type-receiving slot ex 
tending a distance beneath the holder, thereby 
increasing the bearing-surface of the holder 
for the reduced printing ends of the types. 
Said flanges are inclined toward each other 
whereby the type-receiving slot is slightly 
tapered to receive the reduced ends of the 
types, as shown in Fig. 8, and to hold such 
printing end firmly in alinement. The holder 
shown in Figs. 5 to 8 may of course be made 
with a number of slots to accommodate a 
number of lines. This form of holder is 
preferably made of sheet metal and is given 
form by a stamping or Swaging process, and 
the flanges e thereof desirably possess some 
resiliency, so as to permit the same to be 
bent slightly nearer together or farther apart 
to adjust the same to types having different 
widths printing-faces. The side and end 
flanges e'e' of the holder E are like those of 
the holder B and fit over and closely em 
brace the rabbeted back. In this instance the 
holder is locked in place by two spring-latches 
FF, attached one to each end of the back and 
provided with notches, which are engaged by 
lugs f, attached to the end flanges of the 
holder. 
The construction of the holder described is 

such that the types may be quickly and easily 
set therein or removed therefrom and by rea 
son of the fact that the types enter their slots 
from the back of the holder it is only neces 
sary to remove and insert the particular type 
in a set-up line which it is desired to change, 

and no other type of the line need to be dis 
turbed. The types C are preferably pro 
vided on their backs or rear faces with proof 
letters, which correspond with the letters in 
their printing ends and so placed that the 
letters on the backs of a set-up row of type 
read from left to right, so that the row of 
type may be easily proof-read from the backs 
thereof. The type-holding slots need not be 
entirely filled by blanks or plugs in case the 
types used be not sufficient to fill the slot 
entirely from end to end, inasmuch as the 
types are confined so firmly between the back 
and the holder as to be held reliably in place 
without the aid of such additional filling de 
vices. The stamp described may be economically 
manufactured and is very durable. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 

body, a slotted type-holder affixed thereto by 
means permitting it to move freely toward 
and from the body in the direction of and dur 
ing the printing-pressure of the stamp, types 
inserted into the slotted holder and separately 
yieldable in and having guiding engagement 
with said slots and a yielding member inter 
posed between the types and said body. 

2. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 
body, a slotted type-holder affixed thereto by 
means permitting it to move freely toward 
and from the body in the direction of and 
during the printing-pressure of the stamp, a 
plurality of independent types inserted into 
the slotted holder and having separately 
yieldable, guiding engagement with the slots 
of said holder, and a cushioning body inter 
posed between the inner faces of said types 
and said body. 

3. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 
body, a slotted type-holder removably affixed 
thereto by means permitting it to move freely 
toward and away from the body in the direc 
tion of and during the printing-pressure of 
the stamp, a plurality of types which are in 
serted into said holder from the rear thereof, 
and a yielding member interposed between the 
body and the rear faces of said types, the types 
being separately yieldable in said slots. 

4. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 
body, a slotted type-holder provided with arms 
which overlap the margins of said holder, said 
arms being provided with elongated slots and 
the body being provided with lugs which en 
gage said slots, permitting the holder to move 
toward and away from the body, a plurality 
of types inserted into the slotted holder, and 
a yielding member interposed between the 
rear faces of Said types and the body. 

5. A printing-stan)p comprising a back or 
body, a type-holder having in its fiat face a 
type-receiving slot, individual types which are 
inserted into said slot from the rear of the 
holder and are separately and rearwardly 
yieldable during the printing-pressure of the 
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stamp therein, and means for affixing the 
holder to the body permitting the holder to 
move freely toward and away from the body 
in the direction of and during the printing pressure of the stamp. 

6. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 
body, a slotted type-holder affixed to the body 
by means permitting it to move freely toward 
and from the body during the printing-pres 
sure of the stamp, a cushion on the lower face 
of the body and shouldered types having their 
narrower ends extending through the slots 
and their wider ends interposed between the 
bars of the holder and said cushion whereby 
said types are clamped firmly between said 
holder and cushion but are permitted to sepa 
rately yield backwardly into the cushion. 

7. A printing-stamp comprising a back or 
body, a slotted type-holder affixed to the body 
by means permitting it to move freely toward 
and from the body during the printing-pres 
sure of the stamp, a cushion on the lower face 
of the body and separately-movable types in 
the slot of the holder having narrow advance 
ends and wide rear ends, said narrow advance 
ends having guiding engagement with the 
walls of the slots and the wider rear ends being 
clamped between the holder and the cushion. 

8. A hand-stamp comprising a back, a holder 
provided with a type-receiving slot into which 

the types are inserted from the rear of the 
holder, said holder being provided with flanges 
which fit outside of and closely embrace the 
back, and the back being rabbeted to receive 
said flanges, means on the flanges and back for 
fastening the holder to the back and con 
structed to permit relative movement of the 
holder and back in the direction of the im 
printing-pressure of the stamp, and a yield 
ing body interposed between said back and the 
rear faces of the type-bodies in said holder. 

9. A hand-stamp comprising a back, a holder 
provided with a type-receiving slot which re 
ceives the types from the back of the holder, 
means for fastening the holder to the back 
embracing notched latches or arms on one of 
said parts and lugs on the other part adapted 
to enter the notches of the latches or arms and 
a yielding body interposed between said back 
and the rear faces of the type-bodies, said 
notches being elongated in the direction of the 
imprinting-pressure of the stamp. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I affix my signature, in presence 
of two witnesses, this 18th day of March, A.D. 1904. 

WASHINGTON LAYCOCK. Witnesses: 
WILLIAM L. HALL, 
GERTRUDE BRYCE. 


