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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM EXOCH, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Law 
Irenceburg, in the county of Dearborn and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Clothes-Line 
Holders; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, reference being had to the 
annexed drawings, which form a part of this 
specification. 
The object of my invention is to furnish a 

cheap and simple holder around which a 
clothes-line can be readily and compactly 
Wound when not in use; but when it is needed 
said line, is uncoiled from said holder and 
stretched back and forth from post to post in 
the usual manner; but if the entire line is not 
required a retainer is brought into service to 
prevent the uncoiling of any more line after 
it has been stretched as far as necessary. This 
retainer is not operated until the last post is 
reached, and then as soon as the line is prop 
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erly fastened thereto said retainer is caused 
to grasp the line and thereby suspend the 
holder. Consequently the device now hangs 
from this last post, and being suspended some 
distance above the ground there is no danger 
of the line becoming soiled or entangled with 
a person's feet. . . 
In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per 

spective view of the most complete form of 
my holder. Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 show a num 
ber of more simple modifications of the in 
vention. - - 

Referring to Fig. 1, A and B represent a 
pair of light parallel side bars united together 
by two stretchers CD and notched at their 
opposite ends, as at a. abb'. Eis a thin panel 
secured within this frame A B C D, which 
panel may display the maker's name and ad 
dress and the date and number of his patent 
for the holder. Stretchers CD are provided 
with hooks cd, with either one of which may 
be engaged a loop on the end of a clothes-line. 
The loop is first engaged over the proper hook 
c or d, and then the line is wound around the 
stretchers CD, the provision of two hooks en 
abling the holder to be used either as a right 
or left hand device. 
F F are hooks pivoted to the outer side of 
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bar A, and G. G' are similar hooks or retainers 
secured to the other bar B. 

II is a handle for the holder. 
As the side bars A B may project any re 

quired distance beyond the stretchers CD, it 
is evident the holder will have sufficient ca 
pacity for any ordinary clothes-line, which is 
readily brought into service by uncoiling it 
from the holder as said line is stretched from 
post to post or other support. After an at 
tachment is made to the last post the line is 
bent abruptly or about at a right angle, so as 
to engage in one of the notches at the end of 
the appropriate side bar A or B, and then the 
hook For For G or G' is forced over this 
bend. This sudden bend in the line and the 
engagement there with of the hook prevents 
further uncoiling of said line from the holder. 
Consequently the device is now suspended 
from the post at any desired elevation, there 
by preventing the line coming in contact with 
the ground and rendering it impossible for a 
person to stumble over the holder. When 
the clothes are dried, the hook is disengaged 
from the line, and the latter is then pulled 
out from the notch, after which act said line 
is wound up, being coiled around the stretch 
ers CD, as above described. An end of the 
line with a loop in it may now be passed 
through one of the notches and caught by the 
hook, as previously explained, thereby en 
abling the holder to be hung from a nail in 
some secure place. 
very complete form of my holder, but the de 
vice may be simplified, as seen in Fig. 2. 
Here the bar A' has two diverging pins II 
projecting from one and the same side of said 
bar, its opposite side being furnished with the 
handle H, or this handle can project from the 
same side as said pins. Hooks are dispensed 
with in this case, and plate-springs J J are 
secured in the notches at the ends of the bar 
A", and the springs have bendsii', that pre 
vent the line pulling out after being forced 
into either one of said notches. The diverging 
pins impart such a shape to the coil of line as 
to prevent it slipping off the holder; but the 
pins may project from oppositesides of the bar 
A', as seen at KK in Fig. 3. In this illustral 
tion the notches are omitted, and the end of 
the bar A" is simply chamfered off at C' and 
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The above describes a 
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has a bent spring I secured to it, having an 
inturned end l, thereby affording a passage l' 
for the line to be inserted in. By thus cham 
fering the bar tile opening or passage l is 
Widest at its upper or receiving end and grad 
llally contracts toward its lower ond. Conse 
Quently a line can be readily inserted in this 
passage after first pulling the free end of the 
spring L away from the bar A", and then as 
said line is forced down within said passage 
the grasp of said spring becomes tighter and 
tighter until a position is reached where the 
line may be held with sufficient firmness to 
prevent it slipping when the holder is sus 
pended therefrom. In Fig. 4 the same kind 
of a bar alnd Spring are used, but, tho outer 
Clds of the pins are curved at , f' or these 
curved pins can be applied to the bar A' and 
project from one side thereof, the same as do 
the pins II". 
When the construction shown in Figs. 3 and 

4 is used, the line is wound diagonally or spi 
l'ally around the main bar of the holder, which 
is thus enabled to hold a great length of line 
Without being long and unwieldy. 

In Fig. 5 a latch NI has a horizontal bend 
in in it, which latch is first swung over in the 
direction of the arrow to enable the line N 
being passed through the notch C''', after 
which act said latch is thrown back, so as to 
pass above the bent portion of said line. The 
latch is then again swung forward, so as to 
engage its bond with the line in the man 
her shown. 
From the above description it is evident any 

form of retainer shown may be used to pre 
vent the clothes or other line accidentally 
pulling out from the converging notch or other 
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passage at the end of the holder, and it is 
also apparent that a single notch in ‘ly be used 
in some cases. I prefer, however, to use two 
notches, because they are readily made and 
add very materially to the convenience of the 
device. Finally, the bar A" (seen in Figs. 3 
and 4) may be extended some distance below 
the lower pins IX' (', so as to constitute a staff 
or handle. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The within-described specific construc 

tion of non-rotatable clothics-lincholder, which 
device includes a bar provided with a retainer, 
a pair of laterally-projecting pins and a lon 
gitudinal passage widest at its receiving end, 
and converging toward its other end, said 
parts being so combined and arranged as to 
enable a line to be wound around said pins, 
then bent at a right, angle to travese said 
passage, near its narrowest end, and to be 
secured therein by Said retainer, in order that 
said holder may be hung up by said line with 
out, causing it to uncoil from Said pins, all as 
Set forth. 

2. A suspension clothes - line holder com 
prising the side bar A, having notched ends 
Cl, ?t', and hooks IF, F, another and parallel 
side bar 3, having notched ends l), l', and 
hooks G, G', and stretcher's C, D, 1igidly unit 
ing said bars, the whole constituting a non 
rotatable device capable of being held by 
hand, in the manner herein described. 

In testimony whereof a ?ix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAN KO ('. 
Witnesses: 

JOIN II. IRUSSE, 
. OIIN L, SOCII. 
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