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Our invention is a valve box of the type 
known as a curb valve box, usually formed 
of concrete or a similar cement structure, used 
for enclosing a water or gas valve or the 

5 like, such valve being installed usually be 
tween the service mains and the pipes of a 
building or other place using the water or 

a.S. 

9. On account of the depth of the location of 
10 the water or gas valve varying considerably 

from the ground surface, on account of the 
different depths of bringing the service pipes 
from the mains and connecting from the 
house or building supply, it has been incon 

15 venient to place suitable valve boxes enclos 
ing the valves. 
An object of our invention is a valve box 

open at the bottom, which is arranged so 
that sections can be readily broken of the 
bottom to shorten the box in accordance with 
the depths at which the valves are located, 
and, in addition, the box is provided with 
opposite vertical slots to accommodate the 
water or gas pipes, and above these slots 
there are vertical sections of reduced thick 
ness so that these sections may be readily 
broken out to the desired amount for leading 
to the valve when it has been necessary to 
shorten the box. 
This construction is effected by forming 

the box of a tubular construction open at the 
bottom and having a plurality of horizontal 
grooves, each groove being in a plane trans 
verse to the axis of the box so that the lower 
part of the box may be readily broken off 
at any one of the grooves. The box is also 
provided with vertical, transverse slots usu 
ally positioned diametrically opposite which 
extend partly upwardly in the walls of the 
box to accommodate the pipes leading to 
the valve enclosed in the box, and the wall 
thickness of the box above the grooves is 
reduced compared to that of the thickness of 
the box adjacent thereto, so that when the 
lower part of the box is broken off to decrease 
its height the thin walls above the slots can 
also be knocked out to the desired amount 
for the accommodation of the pipes. 
Another object and feature of our inven 

'tion is the construction of a top or cover for 
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a valve or similar box arranged to be readily 
broken in cases of emergency and of such a 
construction that the breaking of the cover 
Will not break the supporting flange or seat 
of the box, as it frequently happens in the 55. 
old type of cover that where it is necessary 
to break the cover by firemen or other parties 
to turn off gas or water the seat for the cover 
of the box has been broken, thus necessitat 
ing the installation of a new valve box. 
To construct our readily breakable cover 

this is provided with a series of sockets or 
recesses on the under side, thus weakening the 
construction so that a blow of a fireman's 
axe or sledge hammer will readily break the 65 
cover without destroying the flange or seat 
On which such cover rests. . . . . . . 
Our invention is illustrated in connection 

With the accompanying drawing, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one of the 0. 

boxes. 
Fig. 2 is an elevation. 

60 

Fig. 3 is a plan taken in the direction of 
the arrow 3 of Fig. 2. - 
- Fig. 4 is a horizontal section taken on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2 in the direction of the 
arrows on an enlarged scale. 

Fig. 5 is an under side view of the cover 
taken in the direction of the arrow 5 of 
Fig. 6. 

Fig. 6 is an elevation partly broken away 
of the cover. * . . . 
Our valve box has a tubular section 11 

which is usually cylindrical on the outside 
surface 12 and tapers downwardly on the in- 85 
side surface 13 so that the lower edge 14 is 
considerably thinner than the upper portion 
15. The opening 16 at the bottom is thus of 
greater diameter than the opening 17 at the 
top. The box is provided with the usual seat 90 
18 and an upwardly extending rim 19 to 
accommodate, the cover 20. 
The lower part of the box is provided 

with a series of circumferential grooves 21, - 
each groove being in a plane at right angles 9 
to the axis of the box. There are also a 
pair of vertical slots 22 usually placed dia 
metrically opposite to accommodate the serv 
ice pipes to the valve enclosed in the box. 
Above each slot there is a thin section 23.00 

5. 
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This is indicated as having marginal edges 
24 extending upwardly from the edges 25 
of the slot and having an upper curved edge 
26. The outside surface 27 of the thin sec 
tion is substantially in alignment with th 
root 28 of the grooves 21. 
In the use of our box if it is necessary to 

reduce the height, the lower portion of the 
box may be readily cut or broken off at any 
one of the horizontal grooves 21, and when 
the portion is cut of the thin section 23 may 
be readily broken out to a sufficient height 
above the broken lower end of the box to ac 
commodate the service pipes. When the thin 
section is thus broken out it provides vertical 
slots. - 

In the construction of our cover to allow 
ready breakage we form in the under surface 
a series of recesses or sockets 29 which extend 
upwardly and leave a reduced section 30 in 
the cover. The cover has a lower marginal 
portion 31 to bear on the seat 18 and such 
cover fits inside of the rim 19 of the box. 
Ordinarily to fit the cover in place or re 
move such cover it is provided with a rectan 
gular opening 32 which is illustrated as ta 
pered downwardly having tapering edges 33, 
and through this opening a tool may be in 
serted to lift the cover for installing or re 
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its bottom for the reception of inlet and out 
let 
produced, there being upwardly extending 
areas of reduced thickness above the notches 
extending across the grooves whereby on re 
moving a section or sections having the 

pipes when the box is used as initially 

70 

notches said areas may be broken out to pro 
vide new notches on the bottom of the short 
ened box for the reception of the inlet and 
outlet pipes. - 
In testimony whereof we have signed our 

names to this specification. 
- LEO G. HAASE. 

FRANK M. BROOKS. 

placing. However, frequently the covers be 
come sealed to the box by dust and dirt and in 
case of a fire the firemen sometimes have to 
break the covers to turn off the valves. Mani 
festly, as the covers are weakened by the 
recesses 29 they may be readily broken by a 
blow of a fireman's axe or a sledge hammer, 
this without danger of breaking the seat or 
flange 18. 
Where the curb box is located in drive 

ways or where a heavy load may pass over 
the box it is desired to use solid covers in 
place of these covers reduced in strength. 
Various changes may be made in the de 

tails of construction without departing from 
the spirit or scope of the invention as defined 
by the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A curb valve box comprising a tubular 

concrete structure open at the bottom, said 
structure having annular grooves thereon 
adjacent the bottom providing weakened 
places for breaking sections from the box to 
reduce its height, said box having upwardly 
extending areas of reduced thickness, which 
areas extend across the grooves and which 
may be broken out when a section or sections 
are removed to provide notches in the bottom 
of the shortened box for the reception of in 
let and outlet pipes. 

2. A curb valve box comprising a tubular 
concrete structure open at the bottom, said 
structure having annular grooves thereon ad 
jacent the bottom providing weakened places 
for breaking sections from the box to re 
duce its height, said box having notches in 
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