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My invention relates to continuous fasteners 
and more particularly to such fasteners for closing 
the mouths of pocket books, tobacco pouches or 
the liike. 
The primary object of my invention is to pro 

vide a fastener of this type which is inexpensive 
to make and easy to operate. Furthermore, a 
tight closure which effectively prevents leakage 
is obtained. 
Another object of my invention is to produce a 

continuous, air tight closure which does not re 
quire a slide for its operation, but can be opened 
by a pull in a transverse direction and closed by 
the normal contraction of the parts of the closure 
after pulling in a longitudinal direction. 
The invention in general comprises two parallel 

elastic strips having interlocking portions there 
on. The strips can be separated by pulling them 
apart transversely while they may be again inter 
locked by longitudinal stretching. Preferably, 
each strip is of rubber pre-formed to the desired 
shape and vulcanized to Such shape. The form 
chosen is such that the parts always tend to as 
sume the closed position and must be stretched 
to release the closure. Each strip has lugs or pro 
jections thereon separated by sockets whose size 
is increased or shape so changed by separation 
or stretching of the strips as to permit the pro 
jections to escape from and reenter the sockets. 

I prefer to form the projections of rubber as 
these rubber elements by their contact will form 
an air-tight seal. However, I may form the pro 
jections of metal, in which case the closure may 
still be operated in the same fashion. 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be understood more fully from the foll 
lowing description when taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing which forms a 
part thereof. 
In the drawing: - 
Fig. 1 shows in side elevation a bag to which 

my fastener is applied. 
Fig.2 is a top plan view of the fastener element 

in closed position. 
Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the fastener 

in stretched condition as it is being closed. 
Fig. 4 is across section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
rigs. 5 and 6 are views similar to Figs. 2 and 3 

of a modified form of fastener. 
Figs. 7 and 8 are further views similar to Figs. 

2 and 3 of still another form. 
Fig.1 shows a bag 2, for example a pocket book 

or tobacco pouch, having its upper edge closed by 
ray fastener. The fastener comprises two parallel 
strips 4 of rubber or some other stretchable, and 
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preferably resilient, material. These strips are 
Secured along the inner edges of the bag Opening 
by an adhesive or in any other suitable manner, 
The ends 6 of the strips are preferably (but not 
necessarily) secured together by vulcanizing or 5 
cementing to form pull tabs 6. 
The strips 4 are shaped in the manner shown 

in Fig. 2, being folded into this form and then 
Vulcanized so that they will always assume this 
shape when free. Each strip has projecting por lo 
tions 8 separated by sockets or recesses 0, the 
sockets and projections being of course staggered 
on the opposed strips. The projections and sock 
ets are substantially triangular, the bases of the . 
projections and the outlets of the sockets being 5 
smaller than the remaining parts. Obviously this 
interlocked arrangement will normally prevent 
separation of the two strips and will keep the bag 
closed. In effect, the sockets are the spaces be 
tween the projections and are of the same size 20 
as the projections. The connecting portions 5 
of the strip between the projections 8 are made 
in such a way as to be deformable to elongate 
the distance between projections. This will cause 
expansion of the recesses i0 to permit the pro- 25 
jections of the opposite strip to enter and pass 
out. Preferably the connecting portions are nor 
mally set in a devious line so that when they are 
stretched into more nearly a straight line the 
strips as a whole will be elongated. Whenever 30 
the terms 'deformable' and 'stretchable' are used 
herein they are intended to describe fastener 
strips of a size useful for the purposes set forth 
in this specification and to define the quality of 
substantial deformation or stretching by a usual 35 
manual pulling force applied to such fastener 
Strips. 
At the center of each strip 4 is secured a pull 

2. This pull is preferably hinged so as to lie flat 
against the bag when not in use, as shown in 40 
Figs. 1 and 3. vn 

in Order to open the bag, the two pull tabs 
2 are drawn apart. Because of the stretchable 
quality of the rubber strips, the projections near 
the centers of the strips will be compressed and 
the Sockets will therefore expand, thus releasing 
the two strips. This opening action will pro 

45 

ceed progressively to the ends of the strips, and 
the whole mouth of the bag will be Open. 
To close the bag, the end portions 6 are grasped 

and drawn apart, causing the strips to assume 
the shape shown in Fig. 3. The projections are 
then within the sockets. When the ends are re 
leased, the sockets contract and lock the pro- ? 
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jections in closed position, taking again the form 
shown in Fig. 2. 
in Figs. 5 and 6, the tongues or projections 

8’ and sockets f' are of somewhat different 
shape, the tongues being of substantially und 
form thickness but arranged at an acute angle 
to the longitudinal direction of the strips. The 
sockets, being the spaces between the projections, 
will slope in the same way. 
This arrangement is opened and closed in ex 

actly the same fashion as the form shown in 
Figs. 1 to 4. The angular interlocking tongues 
normally prevent separation, but tension ap 
plied to the pull members is enough to separate 
the tongues and thus to open the fastener. To 
close the fastener the ends are pulled, drawing 
the parts to the position shown in Fig. 6, and 
then released. 

Figs, 7 and 8 show a further form having 
sockets O' and projections 8' of the same gen 
eral form as in Figs. 1 to 4. In this form, how 
ever, the construction is more solid, and might 
be stamped or otherwise cut from rubber. This 
modification operates in the manner previously 
described. 
While I have described my strips as Composed 

of rubber, it is quite evident that they might be 
formed in some other manner. For example, the 
projections may be formed of metal or other 
hard material secured together resiliently. The 
essential feature of the invention is the provi 
sion of sockets and tongues some of which can 
be deformed by a transverse pull so as to re 
lease the projections and by a longitudinal force 
so as to permit the reentry of the projections. 
There are many obvious advantages, however, in 
forming the fastener entirely of rubber or Some 
similar material. 

It will be evident that the material of the bag 
should be somewhat gathered or puckered at 
the point of attachment of the strip (as at 4) 
so as to permit the strip to expand. While I 
have described herein some embodiments of my 
invention, I wish it to be understood that I do 
not intend to limit myself thereby except within 
the scope of the appended claims. 

claim: 
1. A fastener comprising a pair of flexible 

strips each having uniformly spaced projections 
thereon, connecting portions between said pro 
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jections and recesses between the projections 
having a normal shape corresponding to the 
shape of the projections, the recesses and pro 
jections on the two strips being staggered and 
So shaped that they will interlock together when 5 
intermeshed, the connecting portions between 
Said projections being deformable by a force ap 
plied longitudinally of the fastener to expand 
said recesses sufficiently to permit free entrance 
of said projections into said recesses. 0. 

2. A fastener comprising a pair of flexible 
strips each having uniformly shaped projections 
thereon, connecting portions between said pro 
jections and recesses between the projections 
having a normal shape corresponding to the 15 
shape of the projections, the recesses and pro- i 
jections on the two strips being staggered and so 
shaped that they will interlock together when 
intermeshed, each connecting portion being nor 
mally set in a devious line and being deformable 20 
into more nearly a straight line by force applied 
longitudinally of the fastener, whereby the re 
cesses are expanded sufficiently to permit en 
trance of said projections into said recesses. 

3. A fastener according to claim 1 wherein 25 
the material of the strips is rubber and wherein 
each of said connecting portions is normally set 
in a devious line whereby a straight longitudinal 
pull will deform said wall into a straight line 
to expand Said recess. 

4. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein 
pull tabs are provided at the ends of the strips 
for exerting a longitudinal force on the strips to 
close the fastener. 

5. The combination defined in claim 1 where- 35 
in pull tabs are provided at the ends of the 
fastener for stretching it longitudinally to close 
the fastener, and whereby pull tabs are provided 
intermediate the ends to exert a cross-wise pull 
for Opening the fastener. 40 

6. The combination set forth in claim 1 where 
in the projections are of substantially T-shape. 

7. The combination Set forth in claim 1 where 
in the projections and recesses are approximate 
ly triangular in shape with the wide end of the 45 
projection being farthest from the strip. 

8. The combination set forth in claim 1 where 
in the projections and recesses are hook 
shaped. - 
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