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It is often convenient and advisable to join
together to form a continuous strip, a num-
ber of unattached and separate cards. By
being joined together, the cards are not easily

5 lost and individual cards which form part of
a series cannot readily become misplaced and
interrupt the continuity of the series. Pic-
ture post cards or photographs, especially
when they all relate to a common subject are

10 of greater value and interest when associated
to form a complete group. For readily filing
and storage and for convenience in handling
the joined cards should be capable of being
easily folded into a simple compact package

15 and as easily unfolded. In the description
and claims I use the term “cards” as refer-
ring to individual and separate pieces of ma-
terial, usually in the form of paper sheets
such as photographs or post cards, which it is

20 desired to join together. Most cards are of
rectangular sheets of stiff paper or cardboard
but I desire to include other types of cards
as well, '

It is an object of my invention to provide

25 a device which will abét the joining of two
or more separate cards.

It is another object of my invention to pro-
vide a device which will aid in the joining
of a plurality of separate cards in such a

30 manner that they can be folded into a small
package and can be unfolded with celerity
and but little wear of the joining means.

It is another object of my invention to pro-
vide a device which will aid in joining a plu-
rality of separate cards in a uniform and neat
manner. : :

My invention possesses other objects and
features of advantage, some of which with
the foregoing will be set forth in the fol-
40 lowing description where I shall outline in

full that form of the device for joining cards
of my invention, which I have selected for
illystration in the drawings accompanying
and forming part of the present specification.
45 In said drawings I have shown one form of
the device for joining cards embodying my
invention, but 1t is to be understood that I
do not limit myself to such form since the
invention, as set forth in the claims, may be
%0 embodied in a plurality of forms,
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In the drawings: :

Fig.-1is a plan view of a device embody-
ing my invention.

Fig. 2 is a section of the device shown in
Fig. 1, the plane of section being indicated 55
by the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a transverse section of the device
of my invention, the plane of section being
indicated by theline 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a series of g0
cards joined with the aid of my device.

My invention contemplates joining - by
means of gummed tape or comparable ma-
terial, the adjacent edges of j uxtaposed cards,
and in its preferred embodiment preferably es5
comprises a base or table having an indi-
cator for showing the proper relative position
of the cards to be joined and being provided
with means for furnishing a moistened sup-
ply of gummed tape, together with a cutter 70
for severing the tape preferably in registry
with the alined edges of the joined cards,

In the device shown in the drawings, a
table or base 6 is provided which is pref-
erably a plane sheet of metal such as brass. 75
The base serves not only as a place for po-
sitioning. the cards, but also holds the
gummed tape and the water for moistening
it. At one end of the base is located a res.
ervoir 7 which is made up of metallic strips so
bent to form a rectangular box and secured
preferably by soldering, to the base 6. The
central portion of the top of the reservoir
7 is provided with an aperture 9 through
which water can be introduced and through 85
which a wick 10 projects. Means are pro-
vided for supporting a reel of gummed tape
or other adhesive strip. One fork of a prong
11 is soldered to the underside of the top of
the reservoir and the other fork of the prong 90
extends above and toward the rear of tha
reservoir. A guide ring 12 is slipped under-
neath the prong 11 and is retained in place
by the resiliency of the prong. The central
aperture in the ring 12 is sufficiently large 95
so that there is a slight clearance between
the upper face of the prong and the inner
side of the ring. A holder for the reel or
spool of adhesive material is formed by a
U-shaped strip 18 of resilient metal which 100
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slips under the prong 11 and is retained in
place by pressure of the prong. Spaced a
short distance from the ends of the strip 13,
are lugs 14 which extend into a central ap-
erture in the reel 16 of gummed tape and
may be sprung out of place for removal or
replacement of the reel by spreading the
upper ends of the strip 13. The resihency
of the strip ordinarily maintains the lugs
14 in place.

The adhesive strip making up the reel
16 is usually a ribbon of cloth or paper

coated on one side with glue or other' adhe-

sive material which is effective when mois-
tened with water. The strip of adhesive
material is brought from the reel, is threaded
thru the ring 12 and then passes over the
wick 10 which extends thru the aperture 9
into the water contained in the reserveir 7.
The ring 12 aids in centering and guiding
the strip from the reel 16 and the wick 10
is made of sufficient width to insure the
wetting of the entire under surface of the
adhesive material. It is intended that two
cards to. be joined together be positioned on
the table 6 and that a section of adhesive
material 18, moistened by being passed over
the wick 10, be stuck to the two cards thereby
securing themr together:

Means are provided for aiding in position-
ing the cards accurately on the table 6. A
sheet of material 19 is placed on the table
and bears a suitable indicium for indicating
the central axis of the'table 6. The indicator
is preferably a guide line 20 of a predeter-
mined width coinciding with the central
plane of the table 6 and the reels: 16, Fhe
sheet 19 is preferably held in place by means
of an inturned end 21 on the base whicly,
with the forward wall 22 of the reservoir
7, grips it firmly. To afford a smooth and
readily cleanable surface upon whicl: the
cards may be placed; a sheet 23 of transpar-
ent material such as eelluloid or pyroxylin

. is preferably placed over the sheet 19 and

is also held in place between the forward
wall 22 of the reservoir and the inturned
edge 21.

The two cards, 24 and 25, which are to be
joined, ave placed on the sheet 23 with: their
edges ‘alined against the forward wall 22
of the reservoir. The cards are manually
adjusted until they touch the central line
90 of the table. They are preferably spaced
apart the width of the central line so that
there is a predetermined distance: beétween
them. They are then held in adjusteds po-
sition by means of two resilient presser fin-
gers 27 and 28 which may conveniently be
formed of a “continuous piece: of wire bent
to. & U-shape and hinged to the forward
wall 92 of the water reservoir. Preferably,
one of the fingers 27 is bent slightly out ot
alinement with the other of the fingers 28.
It the finger 27 is then pressed: downwardly,
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the finger 28 first contacts with the card 25
and further downward movement of the fin-
ger 27 brings it into contact with the card
94, the resiliency of the wire fingers 27 and
98 insuring a firm contact. With the two
cards 24 and 25 held securely in adjusted
position, the leading edge of the adhesive
strip 18 may be brought manually across the
wick 10 and over the cards upon the table 6.
The leading edge of the strip 18 is placed
in exact registry with the far edge of the two
alined cards and the moistened strip is
pressed into position. _

Means are provided for severing the strip
of adhesive material attached to the cards
from the remainder of the reel. Amn ear 29 is
formed on the forward edge of the reservoir 7
and provides a pivotal pomt for a casing or
guard 31 having a handle 32 thereon. The
guard encases a blade 33 provided : with a
sharp cutting edge. The blade 33 is so0
mounted that it coacts with: a shearing edge
provided by a metallic strip 34 mounted. on

70

75

80

85

the front face 22 of the reservoir.. The strip

34 overhangs the table 6 from: the forward
face 22 of the reservoir so that as the handle
82 is depressed and the ‘blade 83 severs the
adhesive strip from the reel 16y a cut is made
in exact registry with the-alined edges of the
cards. The severed strip is pressed firmly
against the cards, and ‘@ neat and trim job
is effected. The two joined cards can then
be moved along the table 6 and additional
cards ean be attached to them. In this man-
ner a series of joined cards can be madé.
The individual cards of the seriés cannot
be: readily lost or detached and destroy the
continuity of the series. Since the cards are
slightly spaced: apart on either side of- the

90

b
[

central line, the adhesive strip which joins 13

them acts as 2 hinge and the cards are united
in a very flexible; and durable manne? and
can readily be folded into a small package
without damage.

I claim: _ ,

1. A device for joining cards comprising
a table on which said eards are adapted to
be: positioned; an upstanding wall at one
side of said table against which said cards
can be alined, means for supplying a strip
of adhesive material over said wall for join-
ing said cards, and a knife mounted omn said
wall for severing said strip at said wall..

9. A device for joining cards comprising

a table on which said cards are adapted teo-be -

positioned; a wall at one side of said” table
against which said éards can be alined, a
shearing edge alined with said walk dnd over-
hanging sald table; said: shearing edge being

spaced: frem said wall to form a slot; ineans 1

for supplying a. strip of adhesive material
acrose said slot for joining said cards; and a
knife cooperating -with said shéaring edge
for severing said strip: at said slob.

3. A device for joining cards comprising a

50
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table on which said cards are adapted to be
positioned, an upstanding wall at one side
of said table against which said cards can
be alined, means for supplying. a strip of
adhesive material over said wall for joining
said cards, and a manually rotatable knife
for severing said strip at said wall.

4. A device for joining cards comprising a
table on which said cards are adapted to be
positioned, a reservoir on said table having
an upstanding wall against which said cards
are adapted to be alined, a reel of adhesive
tape supported on said table and adapted to
pass over said reservoir, a wick extending
into said reservoir for moistening said tape,
and a cutter adjacent the forward wall of
said reservoir for severing said tape in aline-
ment with said cards.

5. A device for joining cards comprising a
table on which said cards are adapted to be
positioned, an indicium on said table for
positioning said cards, means for supplying
a moistened strip of adhesive material for
joining said cards, and means for severing
said strip in registry with the ends of said
cards.

6. A device for joining cards comprising a
table on which said cards are adapted to be
positioned, an indicium including a line of
predetermined width on said table for posi-
tioning said cards, means for supplying a
strip of adhesive material to said cards in
the direction of said line, and a cutter for
severing said strip in registry with the edge
of said cards and normal to said direction.

7. A device for joining cards comprising a
table on which said cards are adapted to be
stationarily disposed, a holder fixed on said
table, a reel of adhesive material for joining
said cards journalled in said holder, and a
knife pivoted with respect to said table for
severing said adhesive material.

8. A device for joining cards comprising a
table on which said cards are adapted to be
placed in juxtaposition, and a plurality of
fingers connected to said table for successive
resilient contact with cards thereon, the
movement of one of said fingers toward said
table serving to urge the other finger re-
siliently toward said table.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set

my hand.
WILLIAM Y. ALLEN.




