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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A photograph album is formed of a number of plastic 

panels having integrally formed flanges along their side 
edges for retaining photographs and for slidably engag 
ing flexible hinge strips which hold adjacent panels in 
foldable assembly. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a photo 
graph album which may comprise an assembly of any 
desired number of leaves and which is foldable into closed 
compact form and unfoldable into fully opened form to 
display all or any desired number of photographs mounted 
therein. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a photo 
graph album of the above type in which photographs and 
the like may be readily attached and firmly held for dis 
play, and readily detached for removal therefrom. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide a 
photograph album of the above type which may be read 
ily suspended in fully opened form. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an album 
of the above type wherein the photographs mounted there 
in are protected from undesirable contact with one an 
other when the album is in closed or folded condition. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
album of the above type which incorporates a film stor 
age device. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
multi-purpose retaining clip for an album of the de 
scribed type. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

photograph album of the above type which is readily and 
economically manufactured, is readily assembled and dis 
assembled, and which is versatile in use for various photo 
graph display and storage purposes. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent 
from the following description and the appended claims. 

With the above objects in view, the present invention 
in one of its aspects relates to a photograph album com 
prising a plurality of display panels, each panel having 
integral flanges extending along opposite side edges there 
of, the flanges having photograph-engaging frame portions 
and hinge-engaging portions, and hinge means detachably 
connecting each panel to the adjacent panel along their 
side edges, each hinge means comprising a strip member 
formed of a flexible web having enlarged portions ex 
tending along opposite sides thereof for slidably fitting 
in and engaging the hinge-engaging flange portions of 
the respective adjacent panels, the thus connected panels 
being foldable relative to one another about each flexi 
ble hinge strip member. 
The invention in its various aspects will be better un 

derstood from the following description taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view in elevation of a portion of a pho 

tograph album constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion; 
FIGURE 2 is a view on a smaller scale of the photo 

graph album in unfolded form as it appears when verti 
cally suspended; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged end elevational view of a 

portion of the album in folded condition; 
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FIGURE 4 is an end view of a panel of the album 

showing the insertion of photographs on opposite sides 
thereof; 
FIGURE 5 is an exploded view in section of side edge 

portions of adjacent panels and the hinge strip associ 
ated therewith; 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of a film storage folder 

which may be incorporated in the photograph album of 
the invention; 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view of the album held by 

a clip device constructed in accordance with the invention; 
FIGURE 8 is an enlarged perspective view of the clip 

device shown in FIGURE 7; 
FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary detail view of the clip 

device in association with the closed album; 
FIGURE 10 is a fragmentary side view of the album 

Suspended by the clip device from a support; and 
FIGURE 11 is a similar view of the album suspended 

by the clip device hung over a door or the like. 
Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to 

FIGURE 1, there is shown an album for mounting and 
displaying photographs comprising a plurality of elon 
gated panels 1, preferably made of relatively stiff plastic 
material, such as a polystyrene base plastic material, hing 
edly connected at opposite side edges to its adjacent panels 
by flexible hinge strips 2 so as to permit the connected 
panels to be folded flatwise together in compact super 
posed condition as illustrated in FIGURE 3, and to be 
opened to fully unfolded condition, as shown in FIG 
URE 2, 
As seen in the cross-sectional view of FIGURE 5, hinge 

strip 2 is formed of a thin central web portion 2a having 
integral projections 2b, 2c extending along opposite side 
edges. Typically, hinge strip 2 is made of a quite flexi 
ble plastic material such as polyethylene, and its web 
portion is sufficiently thin to impart the desired flexibil 
ity to the strip, such that the strip bends easily along its 
web portion and without having a tendency to unfold the 
panels when folded on one another. A thickness of the 
web portion which has been found Satisfactory is about 
.007 inch. 

Each panel 1 is integrally formed along its opposite side 
edges with a flange a which defines a hinge-engaging 
slot 3 complementary to the shape of projections 2b, 2c 
of strip 2. Slot 3 is open at opposite ends and is formed 
with a narrow passage 3a opening to the side edge of the 
panel. Portions 2b, 2c of hinge strip 2 fit in their respec 
tive slots 3 with frictional engagement, the fit being such 
that hinge strip 2 is longitudinally slidable endwise in 
slots 3 for assembling the panels together, while still being 
tight enough for strip 2 to frictionally hold the assembled 
panels together in normal use and handling. The portions 
of flange 1a which define slot 3 are of sufficient thickness 
and stiffness and the bearing surfaces are so formed, as 
shown, as to retain the projections of hinge strip 2 in 
assembly within slot 3 without the parts being separated 
when pulled in a transverse direction in normal use and 
handling. 

Flange 1a is further integrally formed with frame por 
tions 1b, 1c projecting inwardly from opposite margins 
of each panel 1 on both front and rear faces thereof. 
The grooves 4 thus defined between the panel surfaces 
and the respective frame portions 1b, 1c receive the oppo 
site edges of photographs 5 and 6 for retaining the same 
in display position, as shown in FIGURE 4. As seen in 
FIGURE 5, grooves 4 taper toward their inner ends and 
are so dimensioned and so spaced from the opposite 
grooves that when a photograph of standard width (about 
3% inches) is inserted between the opposite grooves on 
one face of panel 1, the opposite edges of the photograph 
are frictionally gripped in the crevices formed by the 
tapered portions of the respective grooves, and the photo 
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graph is held thereby in firm engagement. Photograph. 5 
in FIGURE 4 is shown in slightly bowed condition as it 
is initially inserted in the frame grooves, and photograph 
5 on the reverse face of the panel is shown fully inserted 
in display position with its opposite edges pinched between 
the frame portion and the face of the panel in the 
tapered portion of the grooves. In the latter position, pho 
tograph 6 lies substantially flat against the surface of 
panel 1 with its front surface set back from the plane 
of opposite frame portions 1c. As a result, the mounted 
photographs are substantially protected from harmful con 
tact with each other in the folded condition of the album, 
as evident from the spacing of the photographs by the 
mutually contacting frame portions as shown in FIG 
URE 3. 
While the album panels may be made of any desired 

length, they are preferably about 10% inches long. Such 
a panel length will accommodate various combinations 
of different sized photographs of standard width, that is, 
those having standard lengths of 3% inches, 2% inches, 
and 5 inches. Thus, as shown in FIGURE 1, one 5 inch 
photograph 10 and two 2% inch photographs 11 and 12 
may be conveniently mounted on one panel. Alternatively, 
two 5 inch photographs or three 3% inch photographs 
or four 2% inch photographs could be mounted in com 
bination on a single panel. 

For the purpose of enabling a hanging display of the 
album, one of the end panels is provided at its free longi 
tudinal edge with a hanger 14 constituted by a partial 
hinge strip of the form of strip 2 engaging the hinge 
groove 3 of the free edge of the end panel and having an 
aperture i4a therein. The album may then be hung verti 
cally as shown in FIGURE 2 with hanger 14 at the top 
and with a suitable hook or the like (not shown) project 
ing from a supporting wall and passing through its aper 
ture 14a. The album in this hanging position is thus com 
pletely unfolded with all the photographs on one side 
in full display. With the album thus hung from a suit 
able support which is spaced away from the wall, both 
sides would, of course, be visible to the observer. 
The surface of the end most panels of the assembly 

which constitute the outside surfaces of the closed album 
may be covered by a relatively stiff decorative sheet, such 
as cardboard or the like, which is mounted in the frame 
portions of those panels in the manner of the photographs 
described. In accordance with a feature of the invention, 
such sheet 13 is formed as shown in FIGURE 6 with in 
tegral strips 13a, 13b at its opposite ends which fold to 
ward each other on the rear face (i.e., the concealed side) 
of sheet 13. There is thus provided a storage folder for 
holding film negatives 15 in a safe, concealed, yet readily 
accessible enclosure in the album. Advantageously, the 
adjacent free edges of strips 13a, 3b are formed to closely 
interfit in a type of tongue-and-groove formation as shown 
to prevent the possibility of loose negatives slipping out 
of the folder at this junction. The fully folded position of 
strips 13a, 3b with interfitting ends is shown in inter 
rupted lines in FIGURE 6. As shown, strips 13a, 13b 
are somewhat narrower than main sheet 3 to avoid the 
necessity of inserting the edges of those strips into the 
frame portions of panel 1, in which the edges of main 
sheet 13 are already inserted. 
As shown in FIGURE 7, there is further provided as 

a feature of the invention a clip 20 for securely holding 
the album in fully closed, folded condition, such as when 
the album is stood on its end on a shelf or table. Clip 20 
is of U-shaped form (see FIGURE 8) having slightly 
converging arms 21, 22 projecting from web portion 23. 
The clip is preferably made of relatively stiff plastic 
material, and the spacing between the ends of arms 21, 
22 is normally somewhat less than the overall thickness 
of the closed album. The arrangement is such that when 
clip 20 is inserted over the folded longitudinal edges of 
the album, the arms of the clip are forced slightly apart 
and thereby, when in operative position, firmly embrace 
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4. 
the external surfaces of the album, on which surfaces 
decorative folder inserts 13 are normally mounted. In this 
way, the album is held in positive, compactly closed con 
dition, no matter in what position it may be placed. The 
outer surface of web portion 23 may conveniently serve 
to receive indicia 24 for identifying the contents of the 
album, as indicated in the drawing. 

In order to ensure positive locking of clip 20 on the 
closed album, the arms of the clip are provided on their 
inner surfaces with ridges 21a, 22a extending from top 
to bottom of the clip and spaced from web 23 a predeter 
mined distance as explained below. Each ridge tapers 
toward the open end of clip 20 in order to facilitate in 
sertion of the clip on the folded album, and each ridge 
has a locking surface facing the closed end of the clip. 
As seen best in FIGURE 9, in the assembled position of 
clip 20 on the closed album, the locking surface of ridge 
22a abuts against the free edge of frame portion c of 
the outside panel 1, while the ridge on the opposite arm 
of the clip similarly abuts the corresponding frame por 
tion on the other side of the closed album and while the 
web 23 abuts against the folded edge of the album. Clip 
20 is thus securely retained in operative clamping posi 
tion on the closed album. To remove the clip, the free 
end of either arm 21, 22 may be bent outwardly to free 
the ridges from the frame portions so that the clip can 
be pulled off, or the clip may simply be slid along the 
album until it slips off the end. 

Clip 20 may also serve as a hanger member for sus 
pending the album in open display as depicted in FIGURE 
2. For this purpose the ends of arms 21, 22 of the clip 
are provided (see FIGURE 8) with enlarged portions 
21b, 22b having a form like that of projections 2b, 2c of 
hinge strip 2 (see FIGURE 5), whereby either enlarged 
portion 21b or 22b may be inserted and retained in the 
hinge-receiving slot 3 of the endmost panel 1. One or 
both arms 21, 22 may have an aperture 25 so that, as 
shown in FIGURE 10, the album may be hung from a 
projection 26 such as a screw or the like extending from 
a wall 27 or other vertical supporting surface. For view 
ing the photographs on the opposite side of the unfolded 
album, clip 20 is simply removed from screw 26, and 
the album with attached clip is reversed and hung on 
screw 26 with the latter passing through the aperture in 
clip arm 22 which is now adjacent the wall. 
An album of the described nature typically comprises 

an assembly of about 12 panels, and the spacing of the 
arms of clip 20 which is appropriate for embracing a 
closed album of this size is such that the clip readily fits 
over the top of a door of conventional thickness. Hence, 
as shown in FIGURE 11, the album may be suspended 
in unfolded condition simply by hooking the attached 
clip 20 over the top of a door 28 with arms 21, 22 on 
opposite sides of the door, whereby the album is securely 
held at a suitable height for viewing while it hangs in 
open display on the door. 
While the present invention has been described with 

reference to particular embodiments thereof, it will be 
understood that numerous modifications may be made 
by those skilled in the art without actually departing from 
the scope of the invention. Therefore, the appended claims 
are intended to cover all such equivalent variations as 
come within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. A photograph album comprising, in combination, a 

plurality of display panels, each panel having front and 
rear faces and integral flanges extending along opposite 
side edges thereof, said flanges having photograph-engag 
ing frame portions and hinge-engaging portions, and hinge 
means connecting each panel to an adjacent panel along 
their adjacent side edges, each hinge means comprising a 
strip member formed of a flexible web having enlarged 
portions of Solid cross-section extending along opposite 
sides thereof and engaging the corresponding hinge-engag 
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ing portions of the respective adjacent display panels, 
the thus connected panels being foldable relative to one 
another about each flexible hinge strip member to form 
a compact portable panel assembly unfoldable for selec 
tively exposing any or all of the component panels, each 
said integral flange being formed along its outer edge 
with a slot defined by opposite hinge-gripping jaw por 
tions and having frame portions formed by inwardly 
directed extensions of said jaw portions spaced from and 
overlapping the lateral margins of said front and rear 
panel faces and defining therewith grooves on opposite 
sides of said panel for receiving the edges of photographs 
inserted between the frame portions of the panel, where 
by said enlarged portions of said strip member are fric 
tionally gripped along their length by said jaw portions 
of said integral flange. 

2. An album as defined in claim 1, said grooves taper 
ing at their innermost ends to provide crevices for re 
ceiving and holding in pinching engagement the edges of 
photographs inserted therein. 

3. An album as defined in claim 1, the panels being 
foldable flatwise on one another in compact closed condi 
tion, the frame portions of adjacent panels contacting one 
another in such folded condition for holding photographs 
mounted in said panels spaced from each other. 

4. An album as defined in claim , a film-storage device 
mounted on at least one of said panels, said device com 
prising a stiff sheet member with front and rear faces 
overlying said panel and mounted with its side edges 
engaging the opposite frame portions of the panel, said 
sheet member having strip portions at opposite ends fold 
able toward one another against the rear face of Said 
sheet member for retaining film negatives and the like 
between said strip portions and the rear face of said sheet 
member. 

5. An album as defined in claim 1, and means for Sup 
porting the assembly of said display panels in vertically 
adjacent, fully unfolded condition, said means comprising 
a hanger member in the form of said hinge strip member 
engaging the hinge-engaging portion at the free side edge 
of an end most display panel, said hanger member having 
means for attachment to a Support. 

6. An album as defined in claim 1, and means for 
holding said album in fully closed, folded condition, said 
means comprising a substantially U-shaped clip member 
fitting over the folded edges of the panel assembly and 
having opposite arms embracing the outside panels of the 
assembly while urging them together, and having a web 
portion connecting said arms, the inner Surfaces of the 
arms of said clip member having ridge means Spaced a 
predetermined distance from said web portion, said ridge 
means engaging the frame portions of said outside panels 
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for retaining said clip member in operative position on 
the folded album assembly. 

7. An album as defined in claim 1, the inner ends of 
said grooves in each integral flange being in the vicinity 
of and on opposite sides of the innermost extremity of 
the slot in said flange. 

8. A photograph album comprising, in combination, a 
plurality of display panels, each panel having integral 
flanges extending along opposite side edges thereof, said 
flanges having photograph-engaging frame portions and 
hinge-engaging portions, and hinge means connecting each 
panel to an adjacent panel along their adjacent side edges, 
each hinge means comprising a strip member formed of 
a flexible web having enlarged portions extending along 
opposite sides thereof and engaging the corresponding 
hinge-engaging portions of the respective adjacent dis 
play panels, the thus connected panels being foldable 
relative to one another about each flexible hinge strip 
member to form a compact portable panel assembly un 
foldable for selectively exposing any or all of the com 
ponent panels, and means for holding said album in fully 
closed, folded condition, said means comprising a sub 
stantially U-shaped clip member fitting over the folded 
edges of the panel assembly and having opposite arms 
embracing the outside panels of the assembly while urging 
them together, at least one of said arms of said clip mem 
ber being formed at its free end with an enlarged portion 
adapted to engage the hinge-engaging portions of said 
display panels, whereby said clip member may be con 
nected at said free end to the endmost panel of said panel 
assembly, said clip member having means for attachment 
to a support for hanging said connected panels in vertically 
adjacent, fully unfolded condition. 
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