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To all whom it may concern. 
Re it known that I, WILLIAM YATEs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Upper Alton, in the county of Madison and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Mats, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in mats, and more particu 
larly to a mat adapted for use in bathtubs 
and my object is to provide a mat of this 
character which may be placed in the bot 
tom of the tub to prevent slipping by per 
sons using the tub. 
A further object of my invention resides 

in providing a mat of rubber or rubber com 
position having corrugations on both sides 
thereof and a still further object is to pro 
vide corrugations on the amat so disposed 
as to allow the water to be drained there 
from. 
A still further object of the invention re 

sides in providing means whereby the mat 
will not be weakened in the provision of the 
means for draining the water from the mat. 
With these and other objects in view, my 

invention consists in the novel features of 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts as will be hereinafter more par 
ticularly pointed out in the specification and 
claim. w 

In the accompanying drawings forming 
a part of this application, Figure 1 is a top, 
plain view of my improved mat. Fig. 2 is a 
transverse section thereof as seen on line 
2-2, Fig. 1, and, Fig. 3 is a longitudinal 
section as seen on line 3-3, Fig. 1. 
In carrying out my invention, I shall re 

fer to the drawings in which similar refer 
ence characters designate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views and in 
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which 
1 indicates a mat of any preferred size 

adapted to be placed in the bottom of a bath 
tub, said mat being made preferably of 
rubber. I do not wish to limit myself to 
making the mat of rubber and may state 
that the same may be made of rubber com 
position or of any other desired analogous 
material which will be somewhat flexible. 
Both sides of the mat 1 are provided with 
sets of corrugations 2 and 3, said sets of cor 

said mat will not be weakened to any 

rugations extending at an angle to one an 
other and the inner ends thereof spaced || 

from one another to provide the longitudi 
nal channels 4 and 5, respectively, therebe 
tween, the channel on one side of the mat 1 
being disposed to one side of the longitudi 
nal center thereof, while the channel on the 
opposite side of said mat is disposed on the 
other side of the longitudinal center there 
of. These channels which are formed be 
tween the inner ends of the sets of corru 
gations, are provided so that the water be 
tween the corrugations may be drained 
therefrom when desired, without removing 
the mat from the tub, and by disposing the 
channels on opposite sides of the longitudi 
nal center of the mat, it will be seen that 

?? 
preciable degree, as would be true if the 
channels were directly opposite one another. 
on opposite sides of the mat. 
In order to carry out the idea of draining 

the water from the mat without removing 
the same, I desire to have said mat tàpéfü???? 
and increased in thickness toward one end 
thereof, and that end which is thinnest, is 
provided with a cavity or recess 6 to pro 
vide for the drain pipe of the stub and to 
which the channels of said mat lead. Thus 
it will be seen that when the water is being 
from the mat without removing the same, 
in view of the channels and the tapering of 
said mat. 

It is a well known fact that tubs of the 
new porcelain type, become extremely slip 
pery when water is placed therein and many 
serious accidents have occurred through the 
lack of a device to prevent slipping when 
bathing in said tubs. This is particularly 
true with aged people who find great diffi 
culty in bathing in such tubs, but with a 
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drained from the tub, it will likewise drain 
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device such as I have invented, it will be 
seen that these difficulties which have been 
experienced will be readily overcome. 

I am aware that rubber mats have been 
invented before having various designs 
formed thereon, but lo means have been 
provided for use in bath tubs for which 
mine is adapted to be used. It will be seen 
that when such a mat as mine is placed 
within the tub, no matter how slippery, the 
person may stand thereon with no possi 
bility whatsoever of slipping, and with the 
corrugations formed therein, as I have de 
scribed, the water is adapted to be drained 
therefrom without removing said mat. Fur 
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thermore, by providing the channels, which 
aid in the ?????? of the mat, on opposite 
sides of the longitudinal center, no weakness 
will be formed in the mat proper, as would 
be true if said channels were disposed di 
rectly opposite one another, and it will still 
further be seen that by providing a mat 
vir hich is tapered in thickness, the water will 
be more readily drained therefrom. It will 
still further be seen that by providing a re 
cess in one end of the mat to which the 
channels lead, that a means is provided for 
the drain pipe in the tub to be readily 
reached by the water being drained from 
said mat. It will still further be seen that 
the device is of such simple construction as 
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to be cheaply manufactured and one which 
is extremely effective in operation. 
What I claim is:- 
A mat of the class described, having cor 

rugations formed thereon and provided at 
one end with a cavity, said mat being de 
creased in thickness toward the end having 
the cavity therein and provided with a chan nel leading through said corrugations to 
said cavity. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM YATES. 

Witnesses: 
EMILY YATEs, 
RAYMOND N. CARR, 
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