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6 Claims.

This invention relates to drums and has par-
ticular relation to practice drums.

Practicing on drums which are intended foxr
general or special use in connection with the pro-
duction of music, is usually objectionable to
others who may be in the vicinity. To obviate
this objection, practice drums are used. The
usual practice drum, while the volume of sound
is reduced, often has a more or less flat tone.

It is the primary object of this invention to
produce an improved practice drum.

Another object of the-inventicn is the provi-
sion of an improved drum wherein, while the
volume of sound is reduced, a good tone is re-
tained.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a practice drum wherein there is an
air chamber beneath the head with a single ad-
justing means for the tension of the head.

A -still further object of the inventicn is the
provision cof a practice drum wherein the head
is evenly stretched and evenly gripped through-
out its circumference and over a chamber, with
a single means for varying the tension on the
head after it is in place.

Another and still further object of the inven-
tion is the provision of a practice drum wherein
the drum head is tightened by means of a con-
tinuous - groove and a projecting flange cor ring
which forces the head into the groove.

Other and further objects of the invention
will be apparent to one skilled in the art from
a reading of the complete specification.

Referring to the drawing wherein I have illus-
trated an embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view.

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view on the line 2—2
of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view.

Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view of a modified
form of the head-tightening means.

The reference character | designates the head
of the practice drum which is held between the
base member 3 and the rim member 2. The
base member 3 is illustrated as a flat disk of wood
upon which the other parts of the practice drum
are mounted. The rim member 2 is illustrated
as being of a ring shape and having an outer
diameter substantially equal to the diameter of
the base member 3. The rim member 2 and the
base member 3 are illustrated as being made of
wood. However, they may be made of any suit-
able material.

In order to support the practice drum in a po-
sition convenient to be played, there is provided
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a support or stand member 4. This support mem-
ber 4 is suitably secured to the base member 3
ag by the screws 4a.

The interior diameter of the rim member 2
is sufficiently large to provide space for the drum
head | and also to receive the chambered mem-
ber 5. This chambered member is provided with
a chamber or hollowed portion 5a¢ which pref-
erably has at its outer periphery, a head-contact-
ing edge 5b which is substantially a line ang is
in a plane.. This edge 5b which contacts with
the head 1, is the outer limit of the chamber
52 and forms the line on which the head | is
stretched as the tension of the head is adjusted
as will be described.

The rim member 2 and the base member 3
are provided with coacting means for stretching
the head over the chambered member 5. These
coacting means may be any one of a number of
suitable means, two of which are illustrated, re-
spectively, in Figs. 2 and 4. In the form shown
in Fig, 2, an annular groove or channel 2a is
provided to receive an annular strip 3a¢. This
annular strip 3¢ may be made in one or more

5 pieces or it may be made integral with the base

member 3. As illustrated, the strip 3a¢ is below
the outer periphery of the drum head and when
the rim 2 and the base 3 are drawn together, the
drum head will be stretched over the chambered
member 5. ,

In order to draw the rim member 2 and the
base member 3 together, the screws 3b are pro-
vided. These are preferably put in from the
bottom of the base member as illustrated in

-Fig. 3.

Between the chambered member 5 and the
inner surface of the rim member 2, is an an-
nular space 6 in which the portion of the drum
head 1, outward of that over the chamber 5a,
is located. This space permits movement of the
chambered member 5 for the purpose of vary-
ing the tension of the drum head | as will be
presently described.

Centrally of the space 6 and in the base mem-
ber 3 is a nut 1 in which is an adjusting screw
8 having a threaded shank 9. The shank por-
tion 9 extends through the base member 3 and
has its head exposed for turning by a screw
driver. A suitable mefal pad {0 is embedded
in the inner side of the chambered member 5
for contact with the end of the screw 8.

The insertion of the head will be readily un-
derstood by one skilled in the art. After being
dampened and with the chambered member 5
and. the annular strip 3a in' place, the head
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is put 1n place and the rim 2 forced down over
the chambered member 5, the screw 8 having
beén previcusly w1thdrawn to permit the cham-
bered member -5 to rest upon the base mem-
ber 3. As the rim member 2 and the base mem-
ber -2 are drawn together, the annular strip
3a, binds the drum head and . pulls it tightly
over the edge Bb.

When it is desired: to prepare the drum for
playing the ser ew § is ‘adjusted to force the cham-
bered m ember 5: ouuwar&ly until tﬂat portion of
the head f, over thé chamber 54, is Dlaced Un-
der sufﬁ.c*ent tension to produce the desired

tone and reszhency The drum is then ready'

for use.

In Fig. 4 which is a modified rorm, the re-
,is ot triangus

cess 182¢ of the rim member (8%
lar cross section. - It will be notﬂd that the an=
nular member {88a is sxmllar in “shape to the
annular groove or channel {82q. In actual man-
Ufacture, the annular member {83¢ can be cut
from. the groove or chavmel 1822 when the lat-
tel is made. As in the case of the. annular
membev a, tn.e m’:mber f83n may. or may not
be -one  Dieca. or it iy ba mtecrra] wma t’le
base Fember . 2 "!“Le install atron of the head
4rang the 'a:‘-mshnem for use .is “the same in
the structure .;__own in mg 47as. for the same
.part showh in” Fig. 2.

While embeodi Bats of 11

e invention have been
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2. A practice drum comprising a drum head,
a relatively thin base member; a rim member,
means coacting with the base member and rim
member for streiching and clamping the drum
head to the base member, a relatively thin cham- .
hered member beneath the head and adjustable
means for pressing the chambered member

-against the drum head.

3. A practice drum comprising .a drum head,
a 1elat1vely thin base member, an annular rim

‘mémber, means coacting between the rim and .
‘basé member for stretehifg the head, a cham-

bered member beneath the head and adjustable

- flieans . for pressing . the chambered member
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fillustrated and described” 1 déteil, it g “to he:

“understood that mod’ﬁeatleqs and chandes may
ke made Wl nout depariing from the spmt of
the invention and w;thm its scope as clalmed'

Havm'f deserxbed my invention, What I claim
is:

1 A practize dr"m comprzsmg a drum head,
tively thin base member, a rim member,
z\veen the base mer~‘~er and r:m mem-
ber 191 clamping the drum head a chambered
member oeneath the head and adjustable means
for pressmg me chambered member against, the
drum heed - . .
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aframst the drum head.’
4. A practice drum comprising a drum head,

a relatrve’y thia flat base member, a rim mem-

Jber, means coacting with the rim and base mem- -
bers for strefching the head, a concave block
émber between the head and base member and

means for adj asbably pressm" the block against

the’ head

a relatlve]y thin ﬂat base member an annular'
rim member means coantxng with tne rim and
base members for stretching the head a. con-
cave b:ock mémber. beneath the head and hav-
ing a marrow. circular line of contact thetewith
and means exbendmg through Lhe base mem-
ber for Variably adJuutmg the p1essure 01 the

“block against the drum head

6. A pzactrce drum compnsmg a drum head
2 relatively thin ﬁat base member an. annular
rim.member, wedge means coacting .with the mm
and base members for stretching the head a
block member beneath the drum nead and hav-

ber, and coautm" mth th\, block ;ne“lber to vary
the pressale of the block acazmb the head to-
vary its: tension and for hoidmg the head in

) ad_,usted tenslon

| THOMAS O. Mo:.,ARRE.,



