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IMPROVEMENT IN SHIRT-BOSOM SUPPOR"I"S. '

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 150,63 1, dated May 5, 1874; application filed
September 29, 1873, :

To all whom it may concern : .

Be it known that I, Amos W, THOMAS, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Shirt-
Front Supporters; and I do hereby declare

. the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-

seription of the invention, such as will enable

“others skilled 'in the art to which it pertains

to make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1is a front view of my invention,
and Fig. 2 a horizontal section.

My invention has for its object to provide
a device for supporting shirt-fronts, so as to
prevent the latter from becoming crumpled or
creased by bending while being wormn.

The nature of my. invention consists in the
peculiar construction and combination of parts,
having reference particularly to a method
whereby the supporter and shirt-front may be
secured together by means of buttons or studs
passing simultaneously through both, as here-
inafter more fully described.

" Referring to the accompanying drawing, A
shows the main stay of the skeleton which
forms the supporter, said stay being con-
structed of material having sufficient rigid-
ity or sustaining power for the object in view,
and yet susceptible of bLeing pierced for the
purpose of forming stud or button holes a a.
For the purposes of the case, two parallel

wires, a/ ¢/, woven in, a textile covering or
? ) t=]

¢ twin-spring ? wire, will answer admirably,
that part of said covering between the wires
affording ground for the button or stud holes.

In order to give a finished appearance, as
well as to prevent injury to the wearer or un-
raveling of the covering, the stay is provided
with metallic ends or caps.

B is a wire, bent, as shown, to form three

sides, b b b, of an oblong, its ends being turned |

down obliquely and crossed, forming braces
b B, which are secured by suitable means at
the points % said wire B being also further
attached to the stay A at the point 1% C C

are auxiliary braces secured to the wire B at
the poiutse ¢’.- D D are buttons secured to
the corners of the supporter, designed for at-
tachment to the shirt-front, which shonld be
furnished with holes or loops for that pur-
pose, or the buttons may be dispensed with
and the corners of the supporter fitted in
suitable pockets on the shirts. E is a back
of flannel or other suitable material to be em-
ployed when it is desired to secure warmth

" and make the device available as a chest-pro-

tector. ) .

It is not designed, in the first instance, to
pierce holes in the main stay A. The device
is to be made up and sold, and the holes af-
terward pierced of a size, and at the requisite
distances apart, to suit the studs and shirts of
the purchasers.

It will be observed that by the peculiar ar-
rangement of the wire B, with reference to the
main stay A, the upper extremity of the lat-
ter is some distance below the higher corners
of the former, thus leaving a depression or
unwired space between. said corners, which
will be found to render the device more com-
fortable and easy to the chest than if the wire
proceeded straight aeross from corner to cor-
ner, forming a perfect oblong. So, too, the
wires B being crossed, as shown, at the upper
extremity of the main stay, and proceeding
thence to the points of attachment 8? form
braces for stiffening the device, which should
be less yielding above than below its horizon-
tal diameter. '

Further, it will be  seen that the exterior
outline of the device and the upper crossed
braces are, by the peculiar arrangement shown,
formed of a single piece of wire, whereby the
troublesome and relatively costly expedient
of uniting several pieces by clamps is dis-
pensed with. |

What I claim ag my invention is—

1. In combination with a shirt-bosom
support, the main stay A, constructed and
adapted to be readily pierced with holes for
studs or buttons, substantially as described
and shown. ’ '

.




2. The :combination, with rthe outline or
border: wire: B: iand  main 'stay A, of ithe ob-
lique intersecting  braces b':bY;: arranged :as
shown and described, said braees being con-
tinuations of: the border wire. '

3. In combination with the oblique braces b
b, the anxiliary braces € C, substantially :as
set forth and: deseribed.

4. In combination with the main stay A,
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coustructed as described, the flannel back E,
for the purpose set forth,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of

September, 1873. .
' - AMOS W. THOMAS.

Witnesses:
W. W. DOUGHERTY,
M. DANL. CONNOLLY,




