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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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WRE-SARP3R, 

113,425, Specification of Letters Ratent. TPatiented WEa. S. SE15. Application filed February 7, 1914, Serial No. 817,246. 
To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JosepH. H. CourT 

NEY, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Magdalena, in the county of Socorro and 
State of New Mexico, have invented new and useful improvements in Wire-Strip 
pers, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. •wea; 

This invention relates to a tool which may 
be used by electricians and linemen for va 
rious purposes in the installation of elec 
'trical apparatus, but in particular to a tool 
of this character which is adapted pecul 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a wire stripper which is constructed 
so that it may be used effectively in strip 
ping the insulating covering from electric 
conductors of varied sizes, without danger 
of severing the wire during this operation. 
A further object is to provide a tool of 

the class set forth which is simple in con 
struction and consists of few parts so as 
to be inexpensive in the cost of manufac 
ture, easy to operate and very durable. 
The invention consists in the features of . 

construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the tool, 
showing the same in use in splitting the 
insulating covering of an electric conductor; 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the tool when 
not in use; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional 
view through the jaws of the tool, showing 
the same engaged with an electric conduc 
tor in the act of stripping the covering 
therefrom; and, Fig. 4 is a vertical sec 
tional view on line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

In the drawing, the numerals 1 and 2 des 
ignate the pivoted members of the tool 
which are connected by means of the pivot 
pin 3. Coextensive handles 4 and 5 are pro 
vided upon the members 1 and 2, and co acting, inbent jaws 6 and respectively are 
provided upon the members 1 and 2 oppo 
sitely with respect to their handles. 
Each jaw of the tool is broadened trans 

versely and the lower jaw has its front 
and rear faces inclined so as to converge to 
ward the fiat upper face 8 of this jaw. The 
jaw 6, however, has its front and rear faces 
constructed tapering to such a degree that 
a sharp cutting edge 9 is formed for en 

gagement with the upper face or anvil 8 of 
the jaw 7. The jaw is provided in its 
anvil With a plurality of transversely spaced 
notches 10 which are graduated in size so as 
to be accommodated to a number of conduc 
tors. The edges of these notches are sharp 
ened by beveling as at 11, and the jaw 6 is 
provided in its lower edge with a corre 
sponding number of notches 12 which are 
adapted to register with the respective 
notches of the lower jaw and have their edges sharpened also. 
Each set of registering notches of the 

jaws of the tool is adapted to receive an 
electric conductor of given diameter, but the 
edges of the notches are adapted to cut 
through the insulation alone as the jaws are brought together by proper manipulation of 
the handles of the tool, the anvil 8 being adapted for engagement with the sharp edge 
9 of the jaw 6 to limit the movement of the said jaw, and thus prevent the conductor 
from becoming severed, when the tool is ap 
plied to the conductor for the purpose of 
stripping the insulation from one of its ter 
minals. When the tool has been applied in this manner, the stripping operation may 
be performed by holding the conductor 
firmly with one hand and then drawing the 
tool outwardly from the conductor end with 
the hand grasping the same. This strip 
ging Operation may be facilitated by using 
the tool to split the insulating covering lon 
gitudinally prior to the act of stripping the 
desired portion thereof from the conductor 
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90 end. This splitting may be accomplished 
readily by placing the end of the conductor 
upon the anvil 8 so as to extend transversely 
With respect to the tool, whereupon the cu: 
ting edge 9 of the upper jaw may be made 
to split the covering of the conductor lon 
gitudinally to the desired extent. As a re 
Sult of this splitting, the stripping opara 
tion may be performed with greater ease. 
In order that the tool may be used in sev- 100 eral other capacities whereby it may be ren 

dered particularly useful to electricians, 
linemen, and the like, the pivoted members 
1 and 2 are provided adjacent to the jaws 6 and Wit 
18, whose cutting edges extend longitudi 
nally and are movable past each other in the 
usual manner. The pivoted members are 
also provided on the opposite side of their 
piv 0% with respect to the wire-cutting jaws, 2.0 
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with wrench jaws 14 whose coacting edges 
are curved longitudinally and serrated as 
at 15. The handle 4 of the pivoted mem 
ber 1 is terminally sharpened as at 16 so 
that it may be used as the engaging end of 
a screw driver, whereas the handle 5 of the 
pivoted member 2 is broadened, sharpened, 
and bifurcated as at 17 to provide a nail 
pulling claw. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pivoted member tool of the class de 

scribed having operating handles and a pair 
of coacting jaws, the said jaws being trans 
versely broadened and one of them having 
its inner edge flattened to provide an anvil, 
the inner edge of the opposite jaw being 
sharpened and adapted for engagement with 
the said anvil medially thereof, the said 
jaws being provided in their meeting edges 
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with registering notches having their edges 
sharpened. 

2. A pivoted member tool of the class de 
Scribed having operating handles and a 
pair of coacting jaws, the said jaws being 
transversely broadened and one of them 
having its inner edge flattened to provide 
an anvil, the inner Ege of the opposite jaw 
being sharpened and adapted for engage 
ment with the said anvil, the meeting edges 
of said jaws being provided with trans 
versely spaced sets of registering notches of 
graduated sizes. - In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. JOSEPH. H. COURTNEY. 

Witnesses: 
OsCAR REDEMANN, 
J. R. Foss. 
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