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To all whom it may concern : '

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN ASKEW, a
citizen of the United Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Irelaud, residing at Edinburgh, in the
county of Mid-Lothian, have invented Im-
provements in Apparatus for Coupling and
Uncoupling Railway-Vehicles, which appara-
tus may also be used for other purposes, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a new or improved
arrangement or combination of apparatus for
coupling and uncoupling railway - carriages,
wagons, and other railway-vehicles; and it has

* for its object to enable these operations to be
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effected without the necessity ot the porter or
otler railway servant getting down on the line
between the vehicles, as has hitherto been cus-
tomary. [attain these objects by the mechan-
ism illastrated in the accompanying drawings,
in which— .
Figure 1 is an elevation,and Fig. 2 a longi-
tudinal section, of the coupling and uncoup-
ling apparatus constituting my said invention.
As shown by these figures, the-apparatus con-
sists of a metal or wooden tube, a, composed
of two sections or pieces joined or connected
together by a coupling-piece, b, into which each
of the said sections is screwed. One section,
«', of the tube is closed at its outer end,while
on the outer end of the other section a hook

_or jaw, ¢, is screwed. At the interior, and to-

ward the closed end of the tube, a spiral spring,
d, is situated, one end of the said spring being
secured or connected toa pin, !, passing through
the tube a, while the other end of the said
springisconnected toan eye or block, ¢, screwed
ontoone end of arod, bar, or tube, f,whose other
end projects through the open end of the tube
@. The said end of the rod, bar, or tube fis
preferably provided with a renewable piece,
¢, serewed onto it and made of steel. Fig. 3
is a detailed viey of the piece g; Tig. 4, a de-
tailed end elevation of the hook ¢, and Fig. 5
a detailed view of the block or eye ¢ at right
angles to Fig. 2. '

The rod, bar, or tube f is movable otitward

aud inward through the open end of the tube

a, and such wovement is effected by a bell-
crank lever, I, centered between lugs or pro-
jections formed on the coupling-piece b. The
inner end of the lever % passes through a slot
in tlie coupling-piece b into a slot or opening
made in the eye or block ¢, as more particu-
larly seen at k, Fig. 5, and acts upon the mov-
able rod, bar, or tube f, so as to force the end
of it outward from the open end of the tube a,
when the free end of the lever is pressed by
the hand of the railway servant inward or to-
ward the tube o/,

In using the apparatus the coupling-link of
the vehicle is hooked into the jaw ¢, and the
free end of the bell-crank lever vis then pressed
toward the tube «’, whereby the movable rod,
bar, or tube fis forced outward from the tube
a and grips or securely helds the coupling-
link in the jaw ¢, which bLeing effected, the
link may with faeility be placed on or removed
from the hooked end of the draw-bar of the
next vehicle. When this has been effected the
hand-pressure on-the bell-crank lever & is re-
leased and the movable rod, bar, or tube f is
drawn back to its normal position by the spi-
ral spring d.

The hook ¢ and pieee g are preferably ser-
rated on the parts which come in contact with
the coupling, in order to afford a better hold-
ing or gripping surface.

Besides being used for the purposes herein-
before*deseribed, the apparatus may be em-
ployed for other coupling and uncoupling pur
poses. ~ .

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The new or improved coupling and uncoup-
ling apparatus, consisting of the combination
of the tube a &', hook ¢, spring d, rod or tube
f, and lever &, substantially as hereinbefore
described, and shown on the sheet of drawings
hereunto annexed.

BENJAMIN ASKEW. [L.S/]

Witnesses: — :

J A8, McCONKIE,
GEO. CARSTAIRS,
Both of 10 George Street, Bdinburgh.
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