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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Arrrep Cannan
SNELL, a subject of the King of England,
residing at London, in the county of Middle-
sex, England, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Appliances for’

Public Amusement, of which the following
is a gpecification. :

This invention relates to amusement ap-
pliances in the shape of horizontal round-
abouts for use at places of public resort, such
as exhibitions and fairs, and is intended to
introduce more interesting features therein,
and to provide a competitive element.

In many cases hitherto, rotation has been
given to a series of suspended cars, or
models of horses, accompanied often by ver-
tical oscillation: or to passenger accommo-
dation vessels free to swing laterally in re-
sponse to centrifugal force. The sensation
of motion is the principal source of enjoy-
ment in such public amusements.

It has been proposed to employ a rotatable
smooth level platform and a non-rotating
landing in close juxtaposition thereto, and
to assemble the passengers about. the center
of the platform, which has means provided
for “ rotating same in a manner to develop
centrifugal force sufficient to expel the occu-
pants therefrom.” . They then are projected
into the surrounding non-rotating landing.

In my invention I accommodate the pas-
sengers in seats at the circumference of the
rotating platform, whereby a passenger, if
so inclined, may remain merely a spectator
(subject to, and therefore understanding,
the forces opposed to those who enter into
a competition) and therefore able to enjoy
the scene and sensation without being com-
pelled to resist a liability to be expelled
from the initial position.

. In order to create amusement I offer a
prize or honor to the first person to attain
a given object. This is so arranged as to
involve a voluntary movement, in opposi-
tion to centrifugal force, from a position
where the restraining force is a maximum
and equally affecting all, in accordance with
natural laws. _

The better to explain my meaning refer-
ence is made to the accompanying draw-
ings in which—

Figure 1 is a section of one form of my
invention, and Fig. 2 is a section of a modi-
fied form of the same,

Similar letters refer to similar parts in
the figures.

The rotating platform A in Fig. 1 is
circular and rotates about a fixed center post
B, its periphery being supported by a series
of wheels C arranged equidistantly around
the circumference and  running upon a
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smooth circular track D below. The seat-- .

ing E extends around the circumference
whereby the sitters are placed facing in-
wardly, the back being inclined forward to
make a comfortable posture when cen-
trifugal force obtains.” By this arrange-
ment the resultant of the vertical force of
gravity and the horizontal centrifugal force
15, as shown by the arrows in Fig. 1, directed
longitudinally through the body of thesitter.
With an upright seat, or an outwardly inclin-
ing back, the head would be forced uncom-
fortably in the case of passengers wearing
headgear. The seating is wide at the base I
so that the sitter’s heels cannot be drawn
under him, thus adding to the difficulty of
rising. Access to the seating can be obtained
through a doorway in a suitable break in
the continuity of the seating.

Rotation of the platform may be effected
conveniently by an electric motor G bholted
to the platform and driving a worm wheel
H, which gears with the wheel I rigidly
attached to the fixed shaft B. Current is
supplied by wires G* feding from circular
contact rails G* carried by supports G below
the platform. This method of producing
rotary motion may be varied in numerous
ways according to the character of power
available and is only illustrated for clear-
ness of explanation, as any well known
method of attaining rotation may be used.

The object of competition for which a
prize is given may be the grasping and de-
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tachment of a ball J, but while sufficient .

speed of rotation is maintained the passen-
ger is almost helpless in his seat, as the cen-
trifugal force is acting against his efforts
to attain the necessary posture or position.
To give equal chance to all passengers the
ball may be made to travel around with the
platform, but at a slower speed, so that it
lags behind and is apparently traveling in
the reverse direction to the platform. This
may be readily effected by a standard K car-
rying (free to rotate) a pair of united
sprocket wheels I, and M, the wheel L. re-
ceiving motion by chain gearing from the
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ports the arm on a circular track P’.

2

sprdékeﬁ wheel N in the rigid center post
(to which it is keyed), and this motion is

-finally conveyed to the loose sleeve O’ car-

rying the arm and ball J, through its
sprocket wheel O. By differences in diame-
ter of the sprockel wheels any relative rate
of speed may be produced. A wheel P sup-
This
arrangement of operating the ball is de-
scribed to aid in a clear description, but

:Tnany other modifications will suggest them-

selves.

«> In Fig. 2 T have shown a slightly modified
construetion, wherein the ball J is mounted

centrally and vertically, and is surrounded

‘by an inclined cone shaped platform Q, up
-which the- passengers must walk in order
.to grasp said ball.

In each case it will be seen that a prize is

offered which is in such a position that cen-
trifugal force acts against the efforts of the

passenger to attain it thereby creating much

.amusement and allowing an interesting com-
-‘petltlon to "accompany the pleasure of the
ride.

Having now particularly described and

.ascertained the nature of my said invention
-and in what manner the same is to be per-
formed, I declare that what I claim is:—
30 -
‘rotating - platform, inwardly facing seats

1. An amusement appliance, embodying a

disposed near the edge of said platform and

‘rotatable therewith, and an object to be

grasped disposed inside of the path of rota-
tion of said seats and beyond the reach of a

passenger when seated thereon.

2. An amusement appliance, embodying a

‘rotating platform, inwardly facing seats dis-
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posed near the edge of said platform and
rotatable therewith, and a revolving object ,
to be grasped dlsposed inside of the path of
rotation of said seats and beyond the reach
of a passenger when seated thereon.

3. An amusement appliance, embodying a
rotating platform, inwardly facing seats
disposed near the edge of said platform and
rotatable therewith, and a revolving object
to be grasped dlsposed inside of the path of
rotation of said seats and beyond the reach
of a passenger when seated thereon, said ob-
ject revolving at a different speed from that
of said platform.
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4. An amusement appliance, embodying a :

‘rotating platform, a seat disposed near the

edge of said platform, and ‘a base for said
seat wider at its bottom than said seat to

prevent the feet of the occupant from being

drawn under said seat.

5. An amusement appliance, embodying a
rotating platform, an inwardly facing seat
disposed near the edge of said platform, and
a back for said seat inclined inward toward
its top.

6. An amusement appliance, embodying
a rotating platform, a seat disposed near the
edge of said platform, a base for said seat
wider at its bottom than said seat to pre-
vent the feet of the occupant from bein
drawn under said seat, and a back for sai
seat inclined inward toward its top.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED CANNAN SNELL.

Witnesses:

R. WesTacoTT,
C. Scorr SwELL,

Cop1es of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washmgton, b. ¢.”
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