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To all whon, it may confern." 
Be it known that I, WALTER M. BIRD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Calders Station, in the county of Salt Lake 

5 and State of Utah, have invented eertain 

20 loss preventing devices, and refers particu 
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new and useful improvements in Loss-Pre 
venting Devices, of which the following is 
a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

larly to a device to be attached to the pocket 
of a garment and a wallet to prevent the 
loss of the wallet either through accident or 
theft. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character which will 
be capable of use upon different size pockets 
and which will effectually prevent the loss 
of the wallet from the pocket. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

wide a fastener for wallets which will be 
light and compact in size and which may 

25 

30 

be formed of ornamental appearance to pro 
wide a neat and attractive device for the 
purpose stated. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a wallet fastener which will be ex 
tremely simple in construction, inexpensive 
of manufacture, and practical and efficient 
from every point of view. 
To attain the desired objects, the inven 

tion broadly stated, consists in the provision 
of a wallet fastener having a part carried 
by the pocket and attached to the pocket 
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book, and a clamping lever attached to the 
part carried by the pocketbook, the inven 
tion further residing in the novel features of 
construction and combinations of parts for 
service, substantially as disclosed herein. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, 
in which have illustrated a wallet fastener 
constructed in accordance with and embody 
ing the principles of my invention: Figure 1 
is a front elevation of a pocketbook 
equipped with my improvement. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation in section of the view 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a rear view of 
a pocketbook, showing the elastic band or 
fastener employed in the construction of my 
improved wallet fastener. Fig. 4 is a per 
spective view of the attaching member of the 
fastener. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the 
clamping lever, and Fig. 6 is a perspective 
view of the attaching plates carried by the 
wallet. 

Referring by numerals to the accompany 
ing drawing, in which similar characters of 
reference are employed to denote corre 
sponding parts in the several views:-The 
numera 1 designates the inside wall of a 
pocket, 2 the bottom wall, and 3 the outer 
wall, into which pocket a pocketbook 4 is 
inserted. 
The numeral 5 designates the attaching 

plate or member generally, which plate con 
sists of a broad upper portion 6, having an 
integral tongue or rib 7, passing between 
the outer plate 8 and the inner or base plate 
9, said Rat being attached to each other 
and to the wallet by means of the rivets 10. 
The upper portion of the member 5 is turned 
or bent as at 11 to engage over the upper 
end of the outer wall 3 of the pocket and 
has its outer face 12 cut along three sides 
to form a lip 13, which acts as a spring for 
the clamping member 14, formed with the 
bend or flange 15, and having the bearing 
16 engaged in the bail 17, carried by the 
face 12 of the member 5. 
An elastic band 17 is secured at one end 

between the plates 8 and 9 and passes around 
the wallet and has its other end passed 
through a bail or eye 17' formed on the 
late 8, and bent back and secured by a 
uckie 18. The tongue 7 is capable of being 
moved vertically between the plates 8 and 9 
and the fastener can thus be adjusted to any 
size of pocket. A second fastening 18' is 
provided for the band 17 whereby the ten 
sion of the band may be taken up or slack 
ened to accommodate it to any size of wallet. 
To limit the movement of the tongue, I pro 
vide a set screw 19, which may be rotated 
to engage the tongue when desired. 
The operation of the fastener is as fol 

lows:-The member 5 extends up the side of 
the wallet with its bent portion engaging 
the edge of the outer wall of the pocket, 
while the tongue extends along the inside 
and engages between the plates 8 and 9, 
fastened to the wallet. The clamping mem 
ber 14 is pivoted to the outer face of the 
member 5. When it is desired to remove 
the wallet from the pocket, the lever 14 is 
raised and the part 13 of the fastener is 
freed from its engagement with the wall 3. 
To re-fasten the wallet in the pocket, it is 
simply necessary to return the wallet to the 
pocket and move the clamp back to its nor 
mal position. 
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While I have shown and described the 
fastener as applied to a wallet or pocket 
book, it will of course be understood that I 
do not limit myself to the use of the device 
upon such an article, but reserve the right 
to employ the fastener in any capacity where 
it will perform its functions in a practical 
and efficient manner. I also do not wish to 
limit myself to the exact details of construc tion herein shown and described, and may 
make such changes and alterations coming 
within the spirit and scope of the invention, 
as defined in the claims as circumstances 
my require. 

rom the foregoing description taken in 
connection with the drawings, the manner of 
using my attachment will be readily under 
stood, and it will be noted that the elastic 
band secures the wallet with its contents, 
and that the tongue is adjustable in the 
plate secured to the wallet, and that the 
tongue has the upper hooked end which 
passes over the wall of the pocket, and the 
clasp engages the pocket and secures the 
tongue to the pocket. It will thus be seen 
that it is simply necessary to place the wal 
let in the pocket, slip the hook over the wall 
of the pocket and depress the lever 14, which 
causes the binding action and secures the 
wallet in the pocket but permits an easy re 
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moval, when necessary, by simply releasing 
the pressure of the clasp against the pocket. 
I claim:- 
1. In a loss preventing device, the combi 

nation with a pocket, of a wallet fastener 
arranged therein and comprising an upper 
member formed with an integral tongue, a 
lower member, a plate associated therewith 
between which and the lower member said 
tongue passes, a band passing around the 
wallet, and a clamping member carried by 
the upper member and adapted to aormally 
cause the upper member to engage the wall 
of the pocket. 

2. In a loss preventing device, the combi 
nation with a wallet provided with a band 
and a base plate, of an upper member hav 
ing an integral tongue engaging said band, 
a fange formed upon said upper member en 
gaging the outer wall of a pocket, and a 
clamping member pivoted upon the outer 
face of the flange and adapted to cause the 
upper member to engage the wall of the 
pocket when in locked position. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WALTER MONTGOMERY BIRD. 

Witnesses: - 

H. P. JoHNSON, 
GEO. A. SMITH. 
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