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Fig. 1 vasive detection of a microbial agent in a test sample is described

herein. The apparatus may include one or more means for automated

100’1\ 108A loading, automated transfer and/or automated unloading of a speci-
men container. The apparatus also includes a detection system for re-

% ceiving a detection container, e.g., container or vial, containing a bi-
_— .—;/ ological sample and culture media. The detection system may also in-
clude one or more heated sources, holding structures or racks, and/or
150 a detection unit for monitoring and/or interrogating the specimen
12— Pl container to detect whether the container is positive for the presence
1 ~160 of a microbial agent therein. In other embodiment, the automated in-
62 strument may include one or more, bar code readers, scanners, cam-
R ] eras, and/or weighing stations to aid in scanning, reading, imaging
- o 120 190 and weighing of specimen containers within the system.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-26, 37-44

Automated detection apparatus for rapid non-invasive
detetction of microorganism growth in a test sample
comprising a sealable speciment container, housing, holding
structure,container locator device, automated loading
mechanism, automatic transfer mechanism and detection unit
and method by using the automatic detection apparatus.

2. claims: 27-30

Retention feature for retaining a container in a holding
structure

3. claims: 31-36, 45-50

A storage testing apparatus for storage and/or testing a
specimen sample and method for automated container
management of one or more containers

4. claims: 51-53

A transfer mechanism for transferring a container from a
first instrument to a second instrument comprising a
conveyor belt
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