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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davm WinNer, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York, State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Merchandise-Dis-
play Devices; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improvement in mer-
chandise display devices, and relates espe-
cially to a new and improved construction of
form, especially adapted for the display of
head gear. Indevicesof thischaracter now in
use, the form ismade of wax or papier-méaché
molded to shape, and appropriately colored.
Either construction is objectionable. Forms
made of wax are expensive, fragile, and de-
teriorate quickly, and in mneither type is
there any provision for adjustment, neither
being capable of change in dimension. A
degree of adjustment is desirable, especially
in the display of head gear, for it is obvious
that to make an attractive display, the head

‘should fit the hat. If provision is made for

adjustment, it is essential, that the relation
between the distinguishing characteristics
of the form, and the form itself, be not no-
ticeably changed. The object of the present
invention is to provide a form, shaped to
represent a member of a body, as for in-
stance the head of a person, so constructed
that it may be enlarged or lessened within
limits, to permit adjustment to size, without
distortion of the distinguishing character-
istics of the form, and without noticeable
disturbance between the relation of the char-
acteristics and the form.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of
the improved devices,

Figure 2 is a vertical section.

In the present embodiment of the inven-
tion, the improved form comprises a base or
pedestal 1 of wood or the like, which may
be suitably ornamented and painted if de-
sired, and may obviously take many different
shapes, in accordance with conditions. The
form proper comprises a hollow body 2 of
rubber or the like, shaped to present exter-
nally the distinguishing characteristics of
a member of a body, for example, the head
of a person, as shown in the present instance.
This body has a reduced neck portion 3 of
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substantially circular cross section, which is
received in a recess 4 in the top of the base,
and is secured to the base, by means of a
plate 5 arranged within the neck portion of
the form. The base or pedestal has a central
opening 6, and at this opening a valve 7 is
arranged, the said valve being of usual
construction, such as are used in pneumatic
tires, for permitting the form to be inflated.
The neck portion of the body is shaped ex-
ternally to represent a collar and tie, and
the bottom of the collar provides an annu-
lar shoulder 8, which rests upon the base 1
about the recess 4.

The distinguishing characteristics of the
form, in the present instance, the nose,
mouth, chin, eyes, ears and adjacent parts,
are suitably formed on the body of the form
as clearly shown in Figure 2, and the entire
form is of such thickness, that the distin-
guishing characteristics will hold shape,
whatever the condition of the form, within
limits, as regards inflation. In the con-
struction shown, the features will not be
distorted, nor will the relation between the
features and the head be noticeably dis-
turbed. When for instance the form is in-
flated to fit the largest size hat, the features
will be enlarged, those portions of material
forming the features, being put upon the
stretch, but the wall of the form is of suffi-
cient thickness to enable the features, or
other distinguishing characteristics of the
form, to hold shape without distortion. In
order to present an attractive display, the
hat for instance should not be dispropor-
tionate to the features, and with the im-
proved construction there will be enough en-
largement of the features during maximum
inflation, so that there will be no such dispro-
portion. The thickening of the form wall ig
not of such extent as to hinder collapsing of
the form when deflated, as for instance by
pushing one-half the form into the other
half, for storage or shipment. ‘While the
improved form is especially designed for
displaying head gear, it is obvious that it
might be used for the display of other goods,
and that it might be made in various shapes,
in accordance with the end to be attained.
Tt will be nnderstood that when the form is
a form for displaying head gear, it may be
provided with two faces, the said faces look-
ing in opposite directions. In such case the
minor characteristics of the form, as for in-
stance the collar snd tie would be corre-
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spondingly shaped. The improved form is
demountable from the pedestal, and may be
used with other shaped pedestals if desired.

I claim: »

A device for displaying head gear, com-
prising a hollow inflatable form shaped to
represent a head, and designed to display
head gear, the form wall being of flexible ro-
silient material whereby it may be inflated to
fit various sizes of head gear, and of such
thickness that the form when inflated will
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support unaided an article of head gear
and that portion of the form wall comprising
the features will hold shape when the form
is inflated or deflated beyond the normal in-
flation without noticeable disturbance of the
relation between the features and form, and
a base to which the neck portion of the head
Is connected to support the form in an up-
right position when inflated.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

DAVID WIENER.
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