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Description
FIELD
[0001] The present disclosure relates to a connector

for providing sound into an ear canal of a user. The con-
nector is configured to connect a behind-the-ear (BTE)
component of a hearing device to an ITE component of
the hearing device. Furthermore, the present disclosure
relates to a hearing device comprising said connector.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Nowadays, there are different types of hearing
devices in the market. A popular type of the hearing de-
vices comprises a behind-the-ear (BTE) device and a
receiver-in-ear (RIE) device which are connected by e.g.
a wire. However, insertion of such RIE device in the ear
is often challenging for a user. In particular, insertion of
such RIE device is challenging for a new user or for a
user with a reduced ability. Therefore, such users may
not insert the RIE device in a correct manner. This may
result into a suboptimal fit of the hearing device. In addi-
tion, the user may not receive an optimum performance
of the hearing device designed for the user e.g. to com-
pensate for a hearing loss of the user. Thus, there is a
need for an improved hearing device which adderesses
the abovementioned challenges.

SUMMARY

[0003] According to a first aspect, disclosed is a con-
nector for providing sound into an ear canal of a user.
The connector is configured to connect a behind-the-ear,
BTE, component of a hearing device to an in-the-ear,
ITE, component of the hearing device. The connector
comprises a first portion. The first portion is configured
to be connected to the ITE component of the hearing
device. The first portion is configured to be at least partly
inserted into an ear canal of the user when the connector
is in its intended position at the ear of the user. The first
portion is configured to extend at least partly in the ear
canal of the user when the connector is in its intended
position at the ear of the user. The connector further com-
prises at least one identifiable marker being a user guide.
[0004] The connector is configured to connect a BTE
component of a hearing device to an ITE component of
the hearing device. The BTE component of the hearing
device may be configured to be arranged behind a pinna
of the ear of the user of the hearing device. The ITE com-
ponent may be configured to be arranged in the ear canal
of the user of the hearing device. The connector may
comprise a flexible member. The connector may have a
length in the range of 15 mm to 60 mm. The connector
may have a cross-sectional dimension e.g. a diameter in
the range of 0.1 mm to 1.5 mm e.g. 0.9 mm. The con-
nector may comprise a first end and a second end, e.g.
the flexible member of the connector may have a first
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end and a second end. The first end of the connector
may be configured to be connected to the BTE compo-
nent of the hearing device. The second end of the con-
nector may be configured to be connected to the ITE
component of the hearing device.

[0005] The first portion of the connector is configured
to be connected to the ITE component of the hearing
device. The first portion of the connector may be con-
nected to the ITE component by a plug-and-socket con-
nector or the like.

[0006] The first portion of the connector is configured
to be at least partly inserted into the ear canal of the user.
The first portion of the connector is configured to extend
at least partly in the ear canal of the user when the con-
nector is in its intended position at the ear of the user.
The first portion of the connector may have a length in
the range of 5 mm to 30 mm. The first portion of the
connector may be configured such that a portion or a part
of the first portion of the connector, having a length in the
range of 0.5 mm to 20 mm, may be inserted into the ear
canal of the user. The first portion of the connector may
be configured such that a portion or a part of the first
portion of the connector, having a length in the range of
0.5 mm to 20 mm, may extend in the ear canal of the
user when the connector is in its intended position at the
ear of the user. The first portion of the connector may be
configured such that a portion of the first portion of the
connector, having a length in the range of 4.5 mm to 29.5
mm, may not be inserted into the ear canal of the user.
The first portion of the connector may be configured such
that a portion of the first portion of the connector, having
a length in the range of 4.5 mm to 29.5 mm, may extend
outside the ear canal of the user when the connector is
in its intended position at the ear of the user. The first
portion of the connector may be configured to be com-
pletely inserted into the ear canal of the user when the
connectoris inits intended position at the ear of the user.
The first portion of the connector may be configured to
extend completely in the ear canal of the user when the
connectoris inits intended position at the ear of the user.
[0007] The connector further comprises at least one
identifiable marker being a user guide. The identifiable
marker is a user guide because it is configured to guide
the user to insert the ITE component in the ear. The iden-
tifiable marker may have a length in the range of 1 mm
to 60 mm. The identifiable marker may have a length in
the range of 2 mm to 30 mm. The identifiable marker may
have a length in the range of 4 mm to 15 mm. The iden-
tifiable marker may have a length in the range of 6 mm
to 10 mm e.g. 8 mm.

[0008] The advantage of the at least one identifiable
marker of the connector is that it assists the user to dis-
tinguish, identify or locate the connector from other things
e.g. other components of the hearing device. The wires
and/or sound tubes of the hearing devices are often de-
signed to be inconspicuous e.g transparent. The at least
one identifiable marker of the connector allows the user
to identify the at least one identifiable marker of the con-
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nector and hence the connector by at least one of the
human senses such as vision or touch. Thereby, the at
least one identifiable marker of the connector allows the
user to identify and locate the connector by e.g. seeing
the connector or by e.g. feeling the connector without
looking. The identification of the connectorfrome.g. other
components of the hearing device or even from hair that
may cover the connector also assists the user to suc-
cessfully grip the connector and to successfully insert the
connectorinto her/his ear canal or to successfully remove
the connector from her/his ear canal. In addition, the at
least one identifiable marker assists the user to control
an insertion, such as an insertion depth, of the ITE com-
ponent into her/his ear canal. For instance, the user may
visually or tactilely sense and inspect the at least one
identifiable marker to control an insertion of the ITE com-
ponentin her/his ear canal. Hence, the atleast one iden-
tifiable marker of the connector allows the user to obtain
an optimum insertion for the ITE component. This in turn
allows the user to receive an optimal performance of the
hearing device.

[0009] Another advantage of the at least one identifi-
able marker of the connector is that it assists users with
a reduced ability such as a reduced dexterity and/or a
low vision e.g. color blindness. Thereby, the at least one
identifiable marker of the connector assists such users
to distinguish, identify or locate the connector by visually
or tactilely sensing and insepecting the at least one iden-
tifiable marker of the connector. For instance, the at least
one identifiable marker of the connector may have a dif-
ferent surface roughness which may assist the users with
the reduced dexterity to find a good grip of the connector.
Hence, such users may also successfully distinguish,
identify or locate the connector of the hearing device. In
addition, such users may also successfully grip the con-
nector and successfully insert the ITE component of the
hearing device into their ear canal by inserting the atleast
one identifiable marker. Thereby, the at least one iden-
tifiable marker of the connector also allows the users with
the reduced ability to control an insertion of the ITE com-
ponent and to obtain an optimum insertion for the ITE
component. Hence, the at least one identifiable marker
of the connector also allows the users with the reduced
ability to receive an optimal performance of the hearing
device.

[0010] Forexample,the connector may comprise avis-
ualidentifiable marker at the first portion of the connector.
The visual identifiable marker acts as a visual user guide.
The visual identifiable marker allows the user to see and
hence to distinguish, identify or locate the first portion of
the connectori.e. the connector. Thereby, the visual iden-
tifiable marker of the connector assists the user to grip
and to insert the ITE component into her/his ear canal.
For instance, the visual identifiable marker may be ar-
ranged at a portion of the first portion and may be con-
figuredtobeinserted into the ear canal of the user. There-
by, the user may control an insertion of the ITE compo-
nent in her/his ear canal by controlling the visual identi-
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fiable marker e.g. by visual sensing/visual inspection of
the visual identifiable marker of the connector. Hence,
the user may control the insertion of the ITE component
while being inserted into the ear canal until the visual
identifiable marker is completely inserted into the ear ca-
nal of the user. Therefore, the visual identifiable marker
of the connector assists the user to obtain an optimum
insertion for the ITE component and hence an optimal
performance of the hearing device.

[0011] Yetanother advantage of the at least one iden-
tifiable marker of the connector is that it allows for a flex-
ible and user-friendly connector since the at least one
identifiable marker of the connector may be designed
based on the user’s needs or desires. For example, a
user may be color blind and may prefer visual identifiable
markers i.e. visual user guides with a certain color.
[0012] In an embodiment, a hearing device is config-
ured to be worn by a user. The hearing device may be
arranged at the user’s ear, in the user’s ear, in the user’s
ear canal, behind the user’s ear and/or in the user’s con-
cha, i.e., the hearing device is configured to be worn at,
in, and/or behind the user’s ear. The user may wear two
hearing devices, one hearing device at each ear. The
two hearing devices may be connected, such as wire-
lessly connected and/or connected by wires, such as a
binaural hearing aid system.

[0013] The hearing device may be a hearable such as
a earphone, earbud, hearing aid, a personal sound am-
plification product (PSAP), an over-the-counter (OTC)
hearing device, a hearing protection device, a one-size-
fits-all hearing device, a custom hearing device or anoth-
er head-wearable hearing device. Hearing devices can
include both prescription devices and non-prescription
devices.

[0014] The hearing device may be configured for audio
communication, e.g. enabling the user to listen to media,
such as music or radio, and/or enabling the user to per-
form phone calls. The hearing device may be configured
for performing hearing compensation for the user. The
hearing device may be configured for performing noise
cancellation etc.

[0015] The hearing device maybe embodied invarious
housing styles or form factors. Some of these form factors
are Behind-the-Ear (BTE) hearing device, Receiver-in-
Canal (RIC) hearing device, Receiver-in-Ear (RIE) hear-
ing device or Microphone-and-Receiver-in-Ear (MaRIE)
hearing device. These devices may comprise a BTE
component configured to be worn behind the ear of the
user and an in the ear (ITE) component configured to be
inserted partly or fully into the user’s ear canal. Generally,
the BTE component may comprise at least one input
transducer, a power source and a processing unit. The
term BTE hearing device refers to a hearing device where
the receiver, i.e. the output transducer, is comprised in
the BTE component and sound is guided to the ITE com-
ponent via a sound tube or a connector connecting the
BTE and ITE components, whereas the terms RIE, RIC
and MaRIE hearing devices refer to hearing devices
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where the receiver may be comprise in the ITE compo-
nent, which is coupled to the BTE component via a cable,
a connector or wire configured for transferring electric
signals between the BTE and ITE components.

[0016] Some of these form factors are In-the-Ear (ITE)
hearing device, Completely-in-Canal (CIC) hearing de-
vice or Invisible-in-Canal (lIC) hearing device. These
hearing devices may comprise an ITE component,
wherein the ITE component may comprise at least one
input transducer, a power source, a processing unit and
an output transducer. These form factors may be custom
devices, meaning that the ITE component may comprise
a housing having a shell made from a hard material, such
as a hard polymer or metal, or a soft material such as a
rubber-like polymer, molded to have an outer shape con-
forming to the shape of the specific user’s ear canal.
[0017] The person skilled in the art is well aware of
different kinds of hearing devices and of different options
for arranging the hearing device in, behindand/or at the
ear of the hearing device wearer. The hearing device (or
pair of hearing devices) may be custom fitted, standard
fitted, open fitted and/or occlusive fitted.

[0018] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise one or more input transducers. The one or more
input transducers may comprise one or more micro-
phones. The one or more input transducers may com-
prise one or more vibration sensors configured for de-
tecting bone vibration. The one or more input transduc-
er(s) may be configured for converting an acoustic signal
into a first electric input signal. The first electric input sig-
nal may be an analogue signal. The first electric input
signal may be a digital signal. The one or more input
transducer(s) may be coupled to one or more analogue-
to-digital converter(s) configured for converting the ana-
logue first input signal into a digital first input signal.
[0019] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise one or more antenna(s) configured for wireless
communication. The one or more antenna(s) may com-
prise an electric antenna. The electric antenna may be
configured for wireless communication at a first frequen-
cy. Thefirstfrequency may be above 800 MHz, preferably
a wavelength between 900 MHz and 6 GHz. The first
frequency may be 902 MHz to 928 MHz. The first fre-
quency may be 2.4 to 2.5 GHz. The first frequency may
be 5.725 GHz t0 5.875 GHz. The one or more antenna(s)
may comprise a magnetic antenna. The magnetic anten-
na may comprise a magnetic core. The magneticantenna
may comprise a coil. The coil may be coiled around the
magnetic core. The magnetic antenna may be configured
for wireless communication at a second frequency. The
second frequency may be below 100 MHz. The second
frequency may be between 9 MHz and 15 MHz.

[0020] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise one or more wireless communication unit(s). The
one or more wireless communication unit(s) may com-
prise one or more wireless receiver(s), one or more wire-
less transmitter(s), one or more transmitter-receiver
pair(s) and/or one or more transceiver(s). At least one of
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the one or more wireless communication unit(s) may be
coupled tothe one or more antenna(s). The wireless com-
munication unit may be configured for converting a wire-
less signal received by at least one of the one or more
antenna(s) into a second electric input signal. The hear-
ing device may be configured for wired/wireless audio
communication, e.g. enabling the user to listen to media,
such as music or radio and/or enabling the user to per-
form phone calls.

[0021] Inanembodiment, the wireless signal may orig-
inate from one or more external source(s) and/or external
devices, such as spouse microphone device(s), wireless
audio transmitter(s), smart computer(s) and/or distribut-
ed microphone array(s) associated with a wireless trans-
mitter. The wireless input signal(s) may origin from an-
other hearing device, e.g., as part of a binaural hearing
system and/or from one or more accessory device(s),
such as a smartphone and/or a smart watch.

[0022] In an embodiment, the hearing device may in-
clude a processing unit. The processing unit may be con-
figured for processing the first and/or second electric in-
put signal(s). The processing may comprise compensat-
ing for a hearing loss of the user, i.e., apply frequency
dependent gain to input signals in accordance with the
user’'s frequency dependent hearing impairment. The
processing may comprise performing feedback cancela-
tion, beamforming, tinnitus reduction/masking, noise re-
duction, noise cancellation, speech recognition, bass ad-
justment, treble adjustment and/or processing of user in-
put. The processing unit may be a processor, an inte-
grated circuit, an application, functional module, etc. The
processing unitmay be implemented in a signal-process-
ing chip or a printed circuit board (PCB). The processing
unit may be configured to provide a first electric output
signal based on the processing of the first and/or second
electric input signal(s). The processing unit may be con-
figured to provide a second electric output signal. The
second electric output signal may be based on the
processing of the first and/or second electric input sig-
nal(s).

[0023] Inanembodiment, the hearingdevice may com-
prise an output transducer. The output transducer may
be coupled to the processing unit. The output transducer
may be a receiver. It is noted that in this context, a re-
ceiver may be aloudspeaker, whereas a wireless receiv-
er may be a device configured for processing a wireless
signal. The receiver may be configured for converting the
first electric output signal into an acoustic output signal.
The output transducer may be coupled to the processing
unit via the magnetic antenna. The output transducer
may be comprised in an ITE unitorin an ITE component,
e.g. Receiver-in-Ear (RIE) unit or Microphone-and-Re-
ceiver-in-Ear (MaRIE) unit, of the hearing device. One or
more of the input transducer(s) may be comprised in an
ITE unit or in an ITE component.

[0024] Inanembodiment, the wireless communication
unit may be configured for converting the second electric
output signal into a wireless output signal. The wireless
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output signal may comprise synchronization data. The
wireless communication unitmay be configured for trans-
mitting the wireless output signal via at least one of the
one or more antennas.

[0025] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise a digital-to-analogue converter configured to con-
vert the first electric output signal, the second electric
output signal and/or the wireless output signal into an
analogue signal.

[0026] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise a vent. A vent is a physical passageway such as a
canal or tube primarily placed to offer pressure equaliza-
tion across a housing placed in the ear such as an ITE
hearing device, an ITE unit of a BTE hearing device, a
CIC hearing device, a RIE hearing device, a RIC hearing
device, a MaRIE hearing device or a dome tip/earmold.
The vent may be a pressure vent with a small cross sec-
tion area, which is preferably acoustically sealed. The
vent may be an acoustic vent configured for occlusion
cancellation. The vent may be an active vent enabling
opening or closing of the vent during use of the hearing
device. The active vent may comprise a valve.

[0027] Inanembodiment,the hearing device may com-
prise a power source. The power source may comprise
a battery providing a first voltage. The battery may be a
rechargeable battery. The battery may be a replaceable
battery. The power source may comprise a power man-
agement unit. The power management unit may be con-
figured to convert the first voltage into a second voltage.
The power source may comprise a charging coil. The
charging coil may be provided by the magnetic antenna.
[0028] Inanembodiment, the hearing device may com-
prise a memory, including volatile and non-volatile forms
of memory.

[0029] In some embodiments, the connector further
comprises a second portion. The second portion is con-
figured to be connected to the BTE component of the
hearing device. The second portion is configured to be
at least partly arranged at a front edge of the pinna of the
ear of the user when the connector is in its intended po-
sition at the ear of the user. The connector further com-
prises a third portion. The third portion connects the first
portion and the second portion. The third portion is con-
figured to extend along the ear of the user. The at least
one identifiable marker is arranged at one or more of the
first portion, the second portion or the third portion of the
connector.

[0030] The second portion of the connector may be
configured to be connected to the BTE component of the
hearing device. The second portion of the connector may
be connected to the BTE component by a plug-and-sock-
et connector or the like.

[0031] The second portion of the connector may be
configured to be at least partly arranged at the front edge
of the pinna of the ear of the user when the connector is
in its intended position at the ear of the user. The second
portion of the connector may be configured to be at least
partly arranged at the front of the pinna of the ear of the
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user when the connector is in its intended position at the
ear of the user. The second portion of the connector may
have alength in the range of 5mm to 30 mm. The second
portion of the connector may be configured to be at least
partly arranged behind the pinna of the ear of the user
ofthe hearing device when the connectoris initsintended
position at the ear of the user. The second portion of the
connector may be configured such that a portion of the
second portion of the connector, having a length in the
range of 0 mm to 15 mm may be configured to be at least
partly arranged at the front edge of the pinna of the ear
of the user when the connector is in its intended position
atthe ear ofthe user. The second portion of the connector
may be configured such that a portion of the second por-
tion of the connector, having a length in the range of 0
mm to 15 mm may be configured to be at least partly
arranged at the front of the pinna of the ear of the user
when the connector is in its intended position at the ear
of the user. The second portion of the connector may be
configured such that a portion of the second portion of
the connector, having a length in the range of 5 mm to
30 mm, may be configured to be at least partly arranged
behind the pinna of the ear of the user of the hearing
device when the connector is in its intended position at
the ear of the user. The second portion of the connector
may be configured to be completely arranged at the front
edge of the pinna of the ear of the user when the con-
nector is in its intended position at the ear of the user.
[0032] The third portion of the connector may connect
the first portion and the second portion. The third portion
may be connected to the first portion and the second
portion by the connector being a continuous component.
[0033] The third portion may be configured to extend
along the ear of the user when the connector is in its
intended position at the ear. The third portion of the con-
nector may extend from the front edge of the pinna of the
ear of the user to an opening of the ear canal of the user
ofthe hearing device when the connectoris initsintended
position at the ear of the user. The third portion of the
connector may have a length in the range of 5 mm to 50
mm.

[0034] The connector may have a first bend. The first
bend may be arranged between the first portion and the
third portion of the connector. The first bend may have a
length in the range of 5 mm to 15 mm. The first bend may
have an angle in the range of 45 degrees to 140 degrees
with respect to the first portion and the third portion of
the connector such as . In other words, there may be an
angle in the range of 45 degrees to 140 degrees between
the first portion and the third portion of the connector.
The connector may have a second bend. The second
bend may be arranged between the second portion and
the third portion of the connector. The second bend may
have alength in the range of 5mmto 15 mm. The second
bend may have an angle in the range of 45 degrees to
140 degrees with respect to the second portion and the
third portion of the connector. In other words, there may
be an angle in the range of 45 degrees to 140 degrees
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between the second portion and the third portion of the
connector.

[0035] The atleast one identifiable marker may be ar-
ranged at one or more of the first portion, the second
portion or the third portion of the connector. The at least
one identifiable marker may be arranged at the first por-
tion of the connector. The at least one identifiable marker
may be arranged at at least a portion of the first portion
ofthe connector. The at least one identifiable marker may
be arranged at the second portion of the connector. The
at least one identifiable marker may be arranged at at
least a portion of the second portion of the connector.
The at least one identifiable marker may be arranged at
the third portion of the connector. The at least one iden-
tifiable marker may be arranged at at least a portion of
the third portion of the connector. The at least one iden-
tifiable marker may be arranged at the first portion and
the second portion of the connector. The at least one
identifiable marker may be arranged at at least a portion
of the first portion and at least a portion of the second
portion of the connector. The at least one identifiable
marker may be arranged at the first portion and the third
portion of the connector. The at least one identifiable
marker may be arranged at at least a portion of the first
portion and at least a portion of the third portion of the
connector. The at least one identifiable marker may be
arranged at the second portion and the third portion of
the connector. The at least one identifiable marker may
be arranged at at least a portion of the second portion
and at least a portion of the third portion of the connector.
The at least one identifiable marker may be arranged at
the first portion, the second portion and third portion of
the connector. The at least one identifiable marker may
be arranged at at least a portion of the first portion, at
least a portion of the second portion and at least a portion
of the third portion of the connector. The at least one
identifiable marker may be arranged at the first bend of
the connector. The at least one identifiable marker may
be arranged at at least a portion of the first bend of the
connector. The at least one identifiable marker may be
arranged at the second bend of the connector. The at
least one identifiable marker may be arranged at at least
a portion of the second bend of the connector. The at
least one identifiable marker may be arranged at the first
bend and at the second bend of the connector. The at
least one identifiable marker may be arranged at at least
a portion of the first bend and at at least a portion of the
second bend of the connector.

[0036] The connector may comprise more than one
identifiable marker. The more than one identifiable mark-
er may be arranged at one or more of the first portion,
the second portion or the third portion of the connector.
The more than one identifiable marker may be arranged
at the first portion of the connector. The more than one
identifiable marker may be arranged at at least a portion
ofthe first portion of the connector. Forexample, a portion
of the first portion of the connector may have one iden-
tifiable marker and another portion of the first portion of
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the connector may have another identifiable marker. The
more than one identifiable marker may be arranged at
the second portion of the connector. The more than one
identifiable marker may be arranged at at least a portion
of the second portion of the connector. For example, a
portion of the second portion of the connector may have
one identifiable marker and another portion of the second
portion of the connector may have another identifiable
marker. The more than one identifiable marker may be
arranged at the third portion of the connector. The more
than one identifiable marker may be arranged at at least
a portion of the third portion of the connector. For exam-
ple, a portion of the third portion of the connector may
have one identifiable marker and another portion of the
third portion of the connector may have another identifi-
able marker. The more than one identifiable marker may
be arranged at the first portion and the second portion of
the connector. The more than one identifiable marker
may be arranged at at least a portion of the first portion
and at least a portion of the second portion of the con-
nector. For example, the connector may have two iden-
tifiable markers. One of the two identifiable markers may
be arranged at the first portion of the connector. Another
one of the two identifiable markers may be arranged at
the second portion of the connector. The more than one
identifiable marker may be arranged at the first portion
and the third portion of the connector. The more than one
identifiable marker may be arranged at at least a portion
of the first portion and at least a portion of the third portion
of the connector. For example, the connector may have
two identifiable markers. One of the two identifiable mark-
ers may be arranged at the first portion of the connector.
Another one of the two identifiable markers may be ar-
ranged at the third portion of the connector. The more
than one identifiable marker may be arranged at the sec-
ond portion and the third portion of the connector. The
more than one identifiable marker may be arranged at at
least a portion of the second portion and atleast a portion
of the third portion of the connector. For example, the
connector may have two identifiable markers. One of the
two identifiable markers may be arranged at the second
portion of the connector. Another one of the two identifi-
able markers may be arranged at the third portion of the
connector. The more than one identifiable marker may
be arranged at the first portion, the second portion and
third portion of the connector. The more one identifiable
marker may be arranged at at least a portion of the first
portion, at least a portion of the second portion and at
least a portion of the third portion of the connector. For
example, the connector may have three identifiable
markers. One of the three identifiable markers may be
arranged at the first portion of the connector. Another
one of the three identifiable markers may be arranged at
the second portion of the connector. Yet another one of
the three identifiable markers may be arranged at the
third portion of the connector. The more one identifiable
marker may be arranged at the first bend of the connec-
tor. The atleast one identifiable marker may be arranged
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at at least a portion of the first bend of the connector. For
example, a portion of the first bend of the connector may
have one identifiable marker and another portion of the
first bend of the connector may have another identifiable
marker. The at least one identifiable marker may be ar-
ranged at the second bend of the connector. The at least
one identifiable marker may be arranged at at least a
portion ofthe second bend of the connector. Forexample,
a portion of the second bend of the connector may have
one identifiable marker and another portion of the second
bend of the connector may have another identifiable
marker. The at least one identifiable marker may be ar-
ranged at the first bend and at the second bend of the
connector. The at least one identifiable marker may be
arranged at at least a portion of the first bend and at at
least a portion of the second bend of the connector. For
example, the connector may have two identifiable mark-
ers. One of the two identifiable markers may be arranged
at the first bend of the connector. Another one of the two
identifiable markers may be arranged at the second bend
of the connector. The more than one identifiable markers
of the connector may be similar. The more than one iden-
tifiable markers of the connector may be different.
[0037] For example, the connector may comprise two
identifiable markers. The connector may comprise a first
visual identifiable marker at the first portion of the con-
nector. The connector may also comprise a second tac-
tile identifiable marker at the third portion of connector.
The first visual identifiable marker acts as a visual user
guide and assists the user to distinguish, identify or locate
the connector. The first visual identifiable marker further
assists the user to control an insertion of the ITE com-
ponent in her/his ear canal by controlling the first visual
identifiable marker. The second tactile identifiable mark-
er acts as a tactile user guide and also assists the user
to distinguish identify or locate the connector. The second
tactile marker also assists the user to find a good grip of
the connector which may otherwise be hard to manipu-
late. Thereby, the user may successfully identify, locate,
grip and insert the ITE component of the hearing device
in her/his ear canal by visually inspecting the first visual
identifiable marker until a desired insertion of the ITE
component in the ear canal of the user is achieved.
Hence, the first visual and the second tactile identifiable
markers of the connector assists the user to obtain an
optimum insertion for the ITE component and hence an
optimal performance of the hearing device. The second
tactile identifiable marker further assists the user to re-
move the ITE component from her/his ear canal when
desired.

[0038] An advantage of more than one identifiable
marker of the connector is that it allows for a flexible and
user-friendly connector since the at least one identifiable
marker of the connector may be designed based on the
user’s needs or desires. Forexample, the user may prefer
having identifiable markers at the first portion and/or at
the third portion. Therefore, a connector comprising the
at least one identifiable marker at the first portion and/or
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at the third portion may be designed and produced for
such user accordingly.

[0039] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker is non-removable. Thereby, the atleastone
identifiable marker may not be removed. Examples of
advantages of the at least one identifiable marker being
non-removable is that the at least one identifiable marker
may be durable, and visibly discreet during use.

[0040] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker is configured for controlling an insertion
depth of the ITE componentinto the ear canal of the user.
Therefore, the user may control the insertion depth of the
ITE component by inspecting the atleast one identifiable
marker. For example, the connector may comprise a vis-
ual identifiable marker at the first portion of the connector
indicating a portion of the first portion of the connector to
be inserted in the ear canal of the user. Therefore, the
user may inspect the visual identifiable marker while in-
serting the ITE component and the portion of the first
portion until the user achieves the desired insertion
depth. Hence, the at least one identifiable marker of the
connector may assist the user to obtain an optimum in-
sertion depth of the ITE component and hence an optimal
performance of the hearing device.

[0041] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker of the connector comprises a pattern of any
of or any combination of color, mesh, transparency, fab-
ric, texture, surface roughness or shape. Thereby, the at
least one identifiable marker may comprise various pat-
terns which may be chosen based on the needs or de-
sires of the user of the connector. By the term "pattern”
is hereby meant a particular way in which the atleastone
identifiable marker is arranged or formed at, in and/or on
the connector. The at least one identifiable marker of the
connector may comprise a repetitive pattern. The atleast
one identifiable marker of the connector may comprise
aregularly repetitive pattern.The at least one identifiable
marker of the connector may comprise a non-repetitive
pattern. The at least one identifiable marker of the con-
nector may comprise a combination of a repetitive pattern
and a non-repetitive pattern. The at least one identifiable
marker of the connector may comprise a pattern of color
of any color such as red, blue or green. The at least one
identifiable marker of the connector may comprise a pat-
tern of any fabric such as a grid-like fabric. The at least
one identifiable marker of the connector may comprise
a pattern of any texture such as a weave-like texture.
The at least one identifiable marker of the connector may
comprise a pattern of any surface roughness such as a
sandy surface or a gritty surface. The at least one iden-
tifiable marker of the connector may comprise a pattern
of any shape such as stripes or dots.

[0042] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker comprises a tactile pattern. Thereby, the
tactile pattern may tactilely be identifiable. It is an advan-
tage that the tactile pattern may not affect the visual of
the connector. The at least one identifiable marker being
a tactile pattern may affacet transparency of the portion
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of the connector comprising the at least one identifiable
marker. Thereby, the tactile pattern may allow the con-
nector to comprise at least a semi-transparent color, as
the tactile pattern may keep its presence discrete and
elegant.

[0043] In some embodiments, the tactile pattern is
formed on an exterior surface of the connector, thereby
improving a grip of the connector for the user when in-
serting the ITE component of the hearing device. There-
by, the tactile pattern on the exterior surface of the con-
nector may make it easier for user to grip the connector
and to locate the connector by feel without looking. In
addition, the tactile pattern on the exterior surface of the
connector may further assist the user with distinguishing
the connector from other things such as other compo-
nents of the hearing device or even from hair that may
cover the connector ehen removing the connector from
the ear. Furthermore, the connector may comprise dif-
ferent tactile patterns of e.g. equal length on different
portions of the connector which may further assist the
user to identify and locate different portions of the con-
nector. The tactile pattern may be carved or embossed
on the connector.

[0044] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker comprises a visual pattern. Thereby, the
visual pattern may be visually identifiable. It is an advan-
tage that the at least one identifiable marker comprising
a visual pattern may further assist the user to distinguish
the connector on an image or in a mirror faster. For ex-
ample, the at least one identifiable marker may comprise
a pattern of colored stripes at the first portion of the con-
nector indicating an optimal insertion depth of the ITE
component in the ear canal of the user. Thereby, the
visual pattern of the at least one identifiable marker may
further assist the user to evaluate the insertion depth of
the ITE component and to obtain an optimum insertion
depth and to hence an optimal performance of the hear-
ing device.

[0045] In some embodiments, the at least one identi-
fiable marker may comprise a combination of a visual
pattern and a tactile pattern. For instance, the connector
may comprise a visual pattern where the connector is in
direct contact with the skin of the user and may have a
tactile pattern where the connector is not in direct contact
with the skin of the user.

[0046] In some embodiments, the visual pattern com-
prises a visible-spectrum pattern. Thereby, the visual pat-
tern comprising a visual-spectrum pattern may be visibile
to human eye. Hence, the user may see the visible pat-
tern by her/his eyes and may inspect the insertion depth
of the connector by e.g. looking at a mirror or a photo.
The visible-spectrum pattern may have a visible light
spectrum with a wavelength in the range of about 380 to
about 780 nm.

[0047] In some embodiments, the visual pattern com-
prises a non-visible-spectrum pattern. Thereby, the vis-
ual pattern comprising a non-visual-spectrum pattern
may not be visibile to human eye. It is advantage that the
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non-visual-spectrum pattern may not affect the appear-
ance of the connector i.e. maintain the connector incon-
spicuous, as it is not visible to human eye. For example,
the connector may comprise a non-visible-spectrum pat-
tern at the third portion of the connector. The non-visible-
spectrum pattern may have a non-visible light spectrum
such as ultraviolet light or infrared light. The non- visible-
spectrum pattern may have a wavelength below about
380 nm or above about 780 nm. The non-visible-spec-
trum pattern may become visble to human eye when
looked through a e.g. a camera or a phone camera re-
sponsive to non-visible spectrum patterns e.g. infrared
or ultraviolet. Thereby, the user may see the non-visible
pattern when looking through such camera and may
hence inspect the insertion depth of the connector.
[0048] In some embodiments, the visual pattern is a
painted pattern. Thereby, the visual pattern may be paint-
ed on the connector e.g. on an exterior surface of the
connector. The visual pattern may comprise a painted
pattern with a visible light spectrum. The visual pattern
may comprise a painted pattern with a non-visible light
spectrum. The visual pattern may be painted with any
color.

[0049] In some embodiments, the connector compris-
es a transparent casing arranged on an exterior surface
of the connector such that the transparent casing enclos-
es the visual pattern. Thereby, the transparent casing
arranged on the exterior surface of the connector may
prevent or at least mitigate potential allergic reactions
that may otherwise be caused by the direct contact of
the painted pattern with the skin of the user. In addition,
the transparent casing arranged on the exterior surface
of the connector may prolong a life time of the visual
pattern, as the pattern may not be removed due to e.g.
direct contact with other surfaces.

[0050] In some embodiments, the connector may be
made of transparent plastic. The connector may be made
of a flexible transparent plastic. The connector may be
made of any other suitable material e.g. resin, thermo-
plastic, silicone, or other examples of flexible material.
[0051] According to a second aspect, disclosed is a
hearing device. The hearing device comprises a behind-
the-ear, BTE, component. The BTE component is con-
figured to be arranged behind an ear of a user, when the
user is wearing the hearing device inits intended position.
The hearing device further comprises an ITE component.
The ITE component is configured to be arranged into an
ear canal of the user when the user is wearing the hearing
device inits intended position. The hearing device further
comprises a connector, according to the firstaspect. The
connector is configured to connect the BTE component
of the hearing device to the ITE component of the hearing
device. The second aspect generally present the same
or corresponding advantages as the first aspect.

[0052] According to athird aspect, disclosed is a meth-
od of inserting an ITE component of a hearing device
according to the second aspect into an ear canal of a
user. The method comprises the steps of identifying the
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connector of the hearing device, inserting the ITE com-
ponent of the hearing device into the ear canal of the
user, and controlling an insertion depth of the ITE com-
ponentin the ear canal of the user. The third aspect gen-
erally present the same or corresponding advantages as
the first aspect. The user may be taught about an optimal
insertion depth of her/his ITE component during a visit
with a hearing specialist. Therefore, the user may be
taught about how to control the insertion depth of the ITE
component by the hearing specialist.

[0053] In some embodiments, the step of controlling
the insertion depth of the ITE component comprises tac-
tilely sensing the at least one identifiable marker. There-
fore, the user may tactilely sense i.e. feel the atleast one
identifiable marker of the connector without looking. Al-
ternatively or in combination, step of controlling the in-
sertion depth of the ITE component may comprise visu-
ally sensing the at least one identifiable marker of the
connector by looking at a mirror or at a photo taken by a
camera as long as the at least one identifiable marker
may be seen. This in turn may allow the user to obtain
an optimum insertion for the ITE component and hence
an optimal performance of the hearing device.

[0054] In some embodiments, the step of controlling
the insertion depth of the ITE component comprises vis-
ually sensing the at least one identifiable marker. There-
fore, the user may visually sense i.e. see the atleast one
identifiable marker of the connector. The step of control-
ling the insertion depth of the ITE component may com-
prise looking at a mirror or ata photo taken by any camera
when the at least one identifiable marker comprises a
visible-spectrum visual pattern. The step of controlling
the insertion depth of the ITE component may comprise
looking through a camera responsive to non-visible visual
patterns when the at least one identifiable marker com-
prises a non-visible-spectrum visual pattern. This in turn
may allow the user to obtain an optimum insertion for the
ITE component and hence an optimal performance of
the hearing device.

[0055] The present disclosure relates to different as-
pects including the connector, the hearing device and
the method of inserting an ITE component into an ear
canal of a user, each yielding one or more of the benefits
and advantages described in connection with the first
mentioned aspect, and each having one or more embod-
iments corresponding to the embodiments described in
connection with the first mentioned aspect and/or dis-
closed in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0056] The above and other features and advantages
will become readily apparent to those skilled in the art by
the following detailed description of exemplary embodi-
ments thereof with reference to the attached drawings,
in which:

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates an examplary hearing
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device 10 worn at an ear of a user.

Fig. 2 schematically illustrates the examplary hear-
ing device 10, shown in Fig. 1, not worn at the ear
of the user. Fig. 2 schematically illustrates that the
examplary hearing device 10 comprises a BTE com-
ponent 300, an ITE component 200 and a connector
100 comprising an identifiable marker 150.

Figs. 3 and 4 schematically illustrate the examplary
hearing device 10, shown in Fig. 2, comprising two
respective other examplary connectors 100. The
connector 100 of each hearing device 10 comprises
two identifiable markers 152, 154, 156 and 158.
Fig. 5 schematically illustrates steps of a method 400
of inserting an ITE component 200 of a hearing de-
vice 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0057] Various embodiments are described hereinaf-
ter with reference to the figures. Like reference numerals
referto like elements throughout. Like elements will, thus,
not be described in detail with respect to the description
of each figure. It should also be noted that the figures are
only intended to facilitate the description of the embodi-
ments. They are not intended as an exhaustive descrip-
tion of the claimed invention or as a limitation on the scope
of the claimed invention. In addition, an illustrated em-
bodiment needs not have all the aspects or advantages
shown. An aspect or an advantage described in conjunc-
tion with a particular embodiment is not necessarily lim-
ited to that embodiment and can be practiced in any other
embodiments even if not so illustrated, or if not so explic-
itly described.

[0058] Fig. 1 schematically illustrates an examplary
hearing device 10 worn at an ear of a user. The hearing
device 10, shown in Fig. 1, comprises a BTE component
300. The BTE component 300 is arranged behind an ear
of a user, as the user is wearing the hearing device 10
in its intended position. The hearing device 10, shown in
Fig. 1, further comprises an ITE component200. The ITE
component 200 is arranged into an ear canal of the user,
as the user is wearing the hearing device 10 in its intend-
ed position. The ITE component 200, shown in Fig. 1, is
a sound outlet comprising a dome. The ITE component
200 may be an ITE component of the hearing device.
The hearing device 10, shownin Fig. 1, further comprises
a connector 100. Fig. 1 shows that the connector 100
connects the BTE component 300 of the hearing device
10 to the ITE component 200 of the hearing device 10.

[0059] Fig. 2 schematically illustrates the examplary
hearing device 10, shown in Fig. 1, not worn at the ear
of the user. The connector 100, shown in Fig. 2, com-
prises a first portion 140. The first portion 140 is config-
ured to be connected to the ITE component 200 of the
hearing device 10. Fig. 2 shows that the first portion 140
is connected to the ITE component 200 of the hearing
device 10. The first portion 140 is configured to be at
least partly inserted into an ear canal of the user. The
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first portion 140 is configured to extend at least partly in
the ear canal of the user when the connector 100 is in its
intended position atthe ear of the user, as shownin Fig. 1.
[0060] Fig. 2 further shows thatthe connector 100 com-
prises a second portion 120. The second portion 120 is
configured to be connected to the BTE component 300
of the hearing device 10. Fig. 2 shows that the second
portion 120 is connected to the BTE component 300 of
the hearing device 10. The second portion 120 is config-
ured to be at least partly arranged at a front edge of a
pinna of the ear of the user when the connector 100 is in
its intended position at the ear of the user, as shown in
Fig. 1.

[0061] Fig. 2 further showsthatthe connector 100 com-
prises a third portion 160. The third portion 160 connects
the first portion 140 and the second portion 120. The third
portion 160 is configured to extend along the ear of the
user, as shown in Fig. 1. The connector 100 further com-
prises at least one identifiable marker 150, 152, 154, 156,
158 being a user guide. Fig. 2 shows that the connector
100 comprises one identifiable marker 150 arranged at
the first portion 140 of the connector 100. The at least
oneidentifiable marker 150, 152, 154, 156, 158 may com-
prise a pattern of any of or any combination of color,
mesh, transparency, fabric, texture, surface roughness
or shape. The at least one identifiable marker 150, 152,
154, 156, 158 may comprise a tactile pattern. The tactile
pattern may be formed on an exterior surface of the con-
nector 100. The identifiable marker 150 may be a tactile
pattern in the form of a surface roughness. The identifi-
able marker 150 may be a visual pattern e.g. a visible-
spectrum painted pattern. The identifiable marker 150
may be a non-visible spectrum painted pattern.

[0062] Figs. 3 and 4 schematically illustrate the exam-
plary hearing device 10, shown in Fig. 2, comprising two
respective other examplary connectors 100. The connec-
tor 100 of each hearing device 10 comprises two identi-
fiable markers 152, 154, 156 and 158.

[0063] Fig. 3 shows that the connector 100 comprises
two identifiable markers 152 and 154 which are arranged
at the third portion 160 of the connector 10. Fig. 3 further
shows that the two identifiable markers 152 and 154 com-
prise two different patterns. The two different patterns
152 and 154, shown in Fig. 3, comprise two different
shapes. Fig. 3 shows that the identifiable marker 152
comprises a pattern of dots. Fig. 3 further shows that the
identifiable marker 154 comprises a pattern of stripes.
The two identifiable markers 152 and 154, shown in Fig.
3, may comprise a tactile pattern. The two identifiable
markers 152 and 154, shown in Fig. 3, may comprise a
visual pattern. One of the two identifiable markers 152
and 154 may be a tactile pattern and another one of the
two identifiable markers 152 and 154 may be a visual
pattern.

[0064] Fig. 4 shows that the connector 100 comprises
two identifiable markers 156 and 158 which are respec-
tively arranged at the first portion 140 and the third portion
160 of the connector 10. Fig. 4 further shows that the two
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identifiable markers 156 and 158 comprise two similar
patterns. The two different patterns 152 and 154, shown
in Fig. 3, comprise two patterns of stripes. The two iden-
tifiable markers 156 and 158, shown in Fig. 4, may com-
prise a tactile pattern. The two identifiable markers 156
and 158, shown in Fig. 4, may comprise a visual pattern.
One of the two identifiable markers 156 and 158 may be
a tactile pattern and another one of the two identifiable
markers 156 and 158 may be a visual pattern.

[0065] Fig. 5 schematically illustrates steps of a meth-
od 400 of inserting an ITE component 200 of a hearing
device 10. Fig. 5 shows that the method 400 comprises
the step of identifying 410 the connector 100 of the hear-
ing device 10. Fig. 5 shows that the method 400 further
comprises the step of inserting 420 the ITE component
200 of the hearing device 10 into the ear canal of the
user. Fig. 5 shows that the method 400 further comprises
the step of controlling 430 an insertion depth of the ITE
component 200 in the ear canal of the user. The step of
controlling 430 the insertion depth of the ITE component
200 may comprise tactilely sensing the at least one iden-
tifiable marker 150, 152, 154, 156, 158. The step of con-
trolling 430 the insertion depth of the ITE component 200
may comprise visually sensing the at least one identifia-
ble marker 150, 152, 154, 156, 158.

[0066] Although particular features have been shown
and described, it will be understood that they are not in-
tended to limit the claimed invention, and it will be made
obvious to those skilled in the art that various changes
and modifications may be made without departing from
the scope of the claimed invention. The specification and
drawings are, accordingly to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than restrictive sense. The claimed invention is
intended to cover all alternatives, modifications and
equivalents.

ITEMS:
[0067]

1. A connector (100) for providing sound into an ear
canal of a user, the connector being configured to
connect a behind-the-ear, BTE, component (300) of
a hearing device (10) to an in-the-ear, ITE, compo-
nent (200) of the hearing device (10), the connector
(100) comprising:

- afirst portion (140) configured to be connected
tothe ITE component (200) of the hearing device
(10) and configured to be at least partly inserted
into an ear canal of the user, wherein the first
portion (140) is configured to extend at least
partly in the ear canal of the user when the con-
nector (100) is in its intended position at the ear
of the user,

wherein the connector (100) comprises at least one
identifiable marker (150, 152, 154, 156, 158) being
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a user guide.

2. The connector (100) according to item 1, wherein
the connector (100) further comprising:

- asecond portion (120) configured to be connect-
ed to the BTE component (300) of the hearing
device (10) and configured to be at least partly
arranged at a front edge of a pinna of the ear of
the user when the connector (100) is in its in-
tended position at the ear of the user,

- athird portion (160) connecting the first portion
(140) and the second portion (120) and config-
ured to extend along the ear of the user,

wherein the at least one identifiable marker (150,
152, 154, 156, 158) is arranged at one or more of
the first portion(140), the second portion (120) or the
third portion (160) of the connector (100).

3. The connector (100) according to item 1 or 2,
wherein the at least one identifiable marker (150,
152, 154, 156, 158) is non-removable.

4. The connector (100) according to any of the pre-
ceding items, wherein the at least one identifiable
marker (150, 152, 154, 156, 158) is configured for
controlling an insertion depth of the ITE component
(200) into the ear canal of the user.

5. The connector (100) according to any of the pre-
ceding items, wherein the at least one identifiable
marker (150, 152, 154, 156, 158) comprises a pat-
tern of any of or any combination of color, mesh,
transparency, fabric, texture, surface roughness or
shape.

6. The connector (100) according to any of the pre-
ceding items, wherein the at least one identifiable
marker (150, 152, 154, 156, 158) comprises a tactile
pattern.

7. The connector (100) according to item 6, wherein
the tactile pattern is formed on an exterior surface
of the connector (100), thereby improving a grip of
the connector (100) for the user when inserting (420)
the ITE component (200) of the hearing device (10).

8. The connector (100) according to any of the items
1-5, wherein the atleast one identifiable marker (150,
152, 154, 156, 158) comprises a visual pattern.

9. The connector (100) according to item 8, wherein
the visual pattern comprises a visible-spectrum pat-

tern.

10. The connector (100) according to item 8, wherein
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the visual pattern comprises a non-visible-spectrum
pattern.

11. The connector (100) according to any of the items
8-10, wherein the visual pattern is a painted pattern.

12. The connector (100) according to any of the items
8-11, wherein the connector (100) comprises a trans-
parent casing arranged on an exterior surface of the
connector (100) such that the transparent casing en-
closes the visual pattern.

13. The connector (100) according to any of the pre-
ceding items, wherein the connector (100) is made
of transparent plastic.

14. A hearing device (10) comprising:

- abehind-the-ear, BTE, component (300) being
configured to be arranged behind an ear of a
user, when the user is wearing the hearing de-
vice (10) in its intended position,

- anin-the-ear, ITE, component (200) being con-
figured to be arranged into an ear canal of the
userwhen the useris wearing the hearing device
(10) in its intended position, and

- a connector (100) according to any of the pre-
ceding items, the connector (100) being config-
ured to connect the BTE component (300) of the
hearing device (10) to the ITE component (200)
of the hearing device (10).

15. A method (400) of inserting an ITE component
(200) of a hearing device (10) according to item 14
into an ear canal of a user, the method (400) com-
prising the steps of:

- identifying (410) the connector (100) of the hear-
ing device (10),

- inserting (420) the ITE component (200) of the
hearing device (10)into the ear canal of the user,
and

- controlling (430) an insertion depth of the ITE
component (200) in the ear canal of the user.

16. The method (400) according to item 15, wherein
the step of controlling (430) the insertion depth of
the ITE component (200) comprises tactilely sensing
the at least one identifiable marker (150, 152, 154,
156, 158).

17. The method (400) according to item 15, wherein
the step of controlling (430) the insertion depth of
the ITE component (200) comprises visually sensing
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the at least one identifiable marker (150, 152, 154,
156, 158).

LIST OF REFERENCES

[0068]

10

Hearing device

100 Connector

200  In-the-ear component

300 Behind-the-ear component
140  First portion

120  Second portion

160  Third portion

150 Identifiable marker

152  Identifiable marker

154  Identifiable marker

156 Identifiable marker

158 Identifiable marker

400 Method

410  Identifying

420 Inserting

430 Controlling

Claims

1. A connector configured to connect a behind-the-ear

2,

(BTE) component of a hearing device to an in-the-
ear (ITE) component of the hearing device, the con-
nector comprising:

a first portion configured to be connected to the
ITE component of the hearing device and con-
figured to be at least partly inserted into an ear
canal of a user, wherein the first portion is con-
figured to extend at least partly in the ear canal
of the user when the connector is in its intended
position with respect to an ear of the user,
wherein the connector comprises anidentifiable
marker, wherein the identifiable markeris a user
guide.

The connector according to claim 1, wherein the con-
nector further comprises:

a second portion configured to be connected to
the BTE component of the hearing device, and
configured to be at least partly arranged at a
front edge of a pinna of the ear of the user when
the connector is in its intended position at the
ear of the user; and

a third portion connecting the first portion and
the second portion;

wherein the identifiable marker is at the first por-
tion, the second portion, or the third portion of
the connector.
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The connector according to claim 2, further compris-
ing an additional identifiable marker;

wherein the additional identifiable marker is at the
first portion, the second portion, or the third portion
of the connector.

The connector according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the identifiable marker is non-re-
movable.

The connector according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the identifiable marker is configured
to indicate an insertion depth of the ITE component
into the ear canal of the user.

The connector according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the identifiable marker comprises a
pattern of any of or any combination of color, mesh,
transparency, fabric, texture, surface roughness, or
shape.

The connector according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the marker comprises a tactile pat-
tern.

The connector according to claim 7, wherein the tac-
tile pattern is on an exterior surface of the connector,
thereby improving a grip of the connector for the user
when inserting the ITE component of the hearing de-
vice into the ear canal of the user.

The connector according to any of the claims 1-6,
wherein the identifiable marker comprises a visual
pattern.

The connector according to claim 9, wherein the vis-
ual pattern comprises a visible-spectrum pattern.

The connector according to claim 9, wherein the vis-
ual pattern comprises a non-visible-spectrum pat-
tern.

The connector according to claim 9, wherein the vis-
ual pattern is a painted pattern.

The connector according to claim 9, wherein the con-
nector comprises atransparent casing enclosing the
visual pattern.

The connector according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the the identifiable marker is identi-
fiable by the user to guide the user in a positioning
of the connector.

A hearing device comprising:

a behind-the-ear (BTE) component configured
to be arranged behind an ear of a user, when
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the user is wearing the hearing device;

an in-the-ear (ITE) component configured to be
arranged into an ear canal of the user when the
user is wearing the hearing device; and

the connector according claim 1, the connector
configured to connectthe BTE component of the
hearing device to the ITE component of the hear-
ing device.
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