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UNITED STATES 
TDENNIS A. GRAY, OF B 

PATENT OFFICE. 

OSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

MAIL-COLLECTION SYSTEM. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 596,993, dated January 11, 1898. 
Application filed June 3,1897, 

To all, whom, it may concerry: 
Be it known that I, DENNIS A. GRAY, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Mail-Collection Sys 
tems; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to a system for the 

collection of mail; and the object of the same 
is to so construct letter-boxes and place the 
same in electrical connection with the post 
office that said boxes cannot be opened ex 
cepting by operating the keyboard at the 
post-office, which unlocks the boxes through 
the medium of electrically-controlled locks. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a dia 
grammatical view showing the letter-boxes in 
communication with the keyboard. Fig. 2 is 
a detail view of the letter-box, and Fig. 3 is 
a detail view of the lock for the letter-box. 
Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic view with parts in 
section. Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic view with 
parts in section, showing the above arrange 
ment. 

Referring to the numerals on the drawings, 
1 indicates a box which is provided with an 
inner door 2 and an outer door 3, the inner 
door opening into the letter-compartment, 
into which letters are inserted through the 
slot 4 of the box. This inner door is pro 
vided with the lock, which is controlled by 
electricity, which lock may be of any desired 
construction. In the presenti instance it con 
sists of a sliding bolt, a magnet, and arma 
ture, the same being electrically connected 
with the keyboard 5 at the post-office, which 
keyboard is provided with push-buttons 6, 
each push-button adapted to establish a cir 
cuit between one of the letter-boxes and the 
post-office, suitable batteries being provided, 
so that when said button is depressed the 
bolt is withdrawn from its keeper and the 
inner door permitted to be opened. There 
are as many keys upon the keyboard as there 
are boxes, each one lettered or numbered to 
designate the letter-box. 
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The outer door is controlled by an ordinary 
lock, the key of which is carried by the mail 
collector. Within each box is a push-button. 
7, which is in electrical connection with an 
indicating-bell 7 at the post-office. The mail 
collector when he reaches the first box opens 
the outer door and presses the push-button, 
which sounds the indicating-bell at the post 
office. The person having charge of the key 
board at the post-office then depresses the 
key or push - button corresponding to the 
number of the box, and the inner door is then 
unlocked. The mail is then collected and 
the box closed and the same operation re 
peated at the next box. 
From the above description it will be seen 

that I have devised an improved system of 
collection whereby the boxes cannot be 
opened excepting by the operator at the post 
office, thus protecting the mail from loss by 
theft and also informing the official at the 
post-office when the collection is made. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination of an electric circuit, a 
letter-box having an inner and an outer door, 
a lock carried by the inner door which is in 
cluded in said circuit, a manually-operated 
lock for the outer door, a keyboard located at 
the central station which is also in said cir 
cuit, an indicating device at the central sta 
tion, which is also included in said circuit, 
and means for operating said device from the 
letter-box, substantially as described. 

2. A letter-box having an inner and outer 
door, an electrically-controlled lock for the 
inner door, means for operating said lock 
from a desired point, an electrically - con 
trolled indicating device at the point of op 
eration of the lock, and means for operating 
the same from the letter-box, substantially 
as described. - 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

DENNIS A GRAY. 
Witnesses: 

A. W. FISHER, 
WM. H. DUPREE. 
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