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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EMir. WERNER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing in the city

and county of Philadelphia, State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Easels, which improvement is
fully set forth in-.the following specification
and accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a front view of an eagel embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation
thereof. Fig. 3 is a view of the easel folded.
Fig. 4 is a horizontal section in line z », Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists of an easel having
folding legs, each of which is formed of parts
adapted to be folded one within the other,

and a stretcher, as hereinafter described, for-

holding apart the legs of the easel and pre-
venting unfolding of the parts of which each
of the legs is constructed. -

It further consists of a tray, which may be
readily moved from position to occupy but
little space, and is provided with means for
clamping it to the slide, to which it is at-
tached, and the bar to which said slide is fitted.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
legs of the easel, which are pivoted at top to
blocks B. € represents the tray of the easel,
the same being connected with a sliding bar,
D, which is fitted to a stationary bar, B, which
depends from and is secured to the blocks B.
The legs A are each formed of two parts, a b,
pivoted together, the part ¢ being vertically
slotted, to permit the part b to be folded there-
into. The top of each part b of the side legs
is recessed or notched, as at ¢, and in the side
Pieces or side walls of the part ¢ are slots d,
which occupy coincident places with said
notches, and are deeper than the same, so as

" to receive the ends of a stretcher, F, which,
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when the parts of the legs are unfolded and
the legs spread apart, serve toretain the same
in operative position. On the under side of
the ends of the stretcher ¥ are recesses ¢, the
object whereof is to permit the stretcher to
lock the parts of the legs when unfolded, as
will be hereinafter set forth, The parts of the
rear leg, when unfolded, are prevented from

50-displacement by means of a pin or key, G,

which is passed through the bottom of the
part ¢ and top of the part b, thus connecting
said parts, as more readily seen in Fig. 2.

The tray C is secured to the sliding bar D
by means of a bolt, H, which is passed loosely 55
through said bar, a metal band, J, and a ver-
tical slot in the fixed or stationary bar E, said
band J being screwed or otherwise connected
with the lower end of the bar D and loosely
encircling the bar B. The inner side of the 6o
tray C is cut out, forming a recess, f, to re-
ceive the band J, and the outer end of the bolt
H is threaded, and has thereon a winged or
thumb nut, K, for tightening purposes. It
will be seen that by loosening the nut K the 65
tray may be disengaged from the band J and
rotated so as to occupy a position parallel with
the bars D E, convenient for packing and stor-
ing purposes, as shown in Fig. 3. By again
placing the tray in proper horizontal position 7o
and tightening the nut K, the tray, band, and
bars D E are clamped together, thus securely

Tholding the tray, the recess f assisting to pre- .

vent rotary movement of the tray, the bar D
being also prevented from shiffing on the bar 75
E. Whenthetray is tobe raised or lowered, the
nut K is loosened and the tray moved the re-
quired direction, the bar D sliding on the sta-
tionary bar B, after which the nut is again
tightened and the tray is securely held in its 8o
adjusted position.
* Onthesliding bar D is fitted a sliding elamp,

L, which is above the tray, and adapted.to be
moved toward and from the same, the bottom
of the clamp having spurs or teeth for engage- 85
ment with the frame or article resting on the
tray.

On the sides of thebar E are vertical grooves
g, (shownin the broken-away part of Fig. 2,) to
receive the inwardly-bent ends of lips M, which go
are secured to the sides of the clamp L said
lips thus serving to connect the clamp and bar
and guide the clamp in its raising and lower-
ing motions. In order to prevent the clamp
from shifting, I employ a screw, N, which is g5
fitted to the clamp and tightens on the bar D.

In practice Lform the legs, blocks, stretcher,
bars, tray, and clamp of wood and other parts
of suitable metal, thus forming a light, strong,
durable, and inexpensive easel, the side legs 1cv
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being securely held apart and prevented from
accidental folding, owing to the locking ac-
tion of the walls of the recesses ¢ of the streteh-
er with the walls of the slots d of the parts a
of the legs, said stretcher also locking the top
parts, b, of the legs and preventing them from
rotation, it being seen that the walls of the
recesses ¢ straddle: the sides of both parts a b
of the legs adjacent to the pivots of said parts,
the security of the legs in their operative po-
sition thus being assured.

By removing the stretcher I and withdraw-
ing the pin G, the legs may be folded within
cach other, and -are then brought together.
The tray is moved around parallel with the
bar D, and the stretcher may be laid on any
part, the whole forming a compaet bundle, as
seen in Fig. 3, convenient for shipment, car-
rying, or stowing.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. An easel having legs formed of folding
parts, and a stretcher adapted to lock said
parts and hold the legs apart, said stretcher
having recesses the walls of whieh straddle the
sides of both parts of the legs adjacent to the
pivots thereof, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. In an easel, a stationary bar and a slid-
ing bar fitted thereto, in combination with a
tray which is connected with said sliding bar
by a bolt adapted to clamp both bars and
said tray, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. The tray with recess f, in combination
with the sliding bar, stationary bar, band, bolt,
and nut, said bolt. passing through the bars
and band and clamping Dboth bars and tray,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

4. The sliding bar fitted to a stationary bar,
in combination with a sliding clamp fitted to
said sliding bar by lips which are secured to
the clamp, and enter grooves in the sides of
the sliding bar, said sliding clamp having fitted
to it a serew which tightens against the slid-
ing har, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. ,

5. Inan easel, a leg formed of pivoted parts,
one part having a notch and the other part
having slots, in combination with a stretcher
whose ends enter the said notch and slots and
interlock with both parts of the leg, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

EMIL WERNER.

Witnesses:
JouN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A. P. GRANT.
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