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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FERDINAND E. WOOD, OF SAN JACINTO, CALIFORNIA. 
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 458,930, dated September 1, 1891. 
Application filed November 5, 1890, Serial No, 370,371 (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FERDIN AND E. WooD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at San 
Jacinto, in the county of San Diego and State 
of California, have invented a new and use 
ful Table, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to tables; and the ob 

ject of the same is to produce a table adapt 
ed to be folded to form a receptacle for table 
Wae. 

To this end the invention consists of a ta 
ble of this character possessing certain im 
proved characteristics, all as hereinafter more 
fully described and claimed, and as illus 
trated in the drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of my im 
proved table, showing its legs as folded. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of the table as open. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the table folded 
ready for transportation. Fig. 4 is a detail 
in side elevation showing the hinge and brace 
for one of the legs. 

Referring to the said drawings, the letters 
A' and A* are sections of the table-top, be 
tWeen which is arranged a strip A, all these 
parts comprising the table-top and being con 
nected by butt-hinges G on the under face of 
the top at about the points shown. On the 
under side of the top is the usual side rail C, 
a little deeper than common and of rectangul 
lar shape; but at each end of the table this 
side rail is broken at a point, beneath the cen 
tral strip A8 in order to allow the sections A' 
and A* to be folded together, as shown in Fig. 
3. The side rails C are of a depth equal to 
one-half the width of the central strip, and 
When the table is folded the lower faces of 
these side rails come in contact, as will be un 
derstood. Upon the lower face of the central 
Strip is a block C°, standing just outside the 
line of the end pieces of the side rail, and this 
block serves to guide the inner ends of the 
end pieces of the side rail properly into posi 
tion when the table is folded. Pivoted to the 
lower edge of one of said end pieces is a stout 
iron hook II, adapted to engage a headed pin 
h on the other end piece to hold the table 
open, and this hook enters a depression I in 
the opposite end piece when the table is folded. 
Near each corner of the table a block J is 

secured to the top and to the end piece of the 

side rail, and in two corners of the table at 
one end thereof are blocks J. B. and Bare 
the legs of this table, which are connected by 
T-hinges F with the table-top at points which 
will permit their being turned into the cor 
ners of the side rail or into the spaces be 
tween the blocks J and J'-that is to Say, the 
legs B' stand against the inner faces of the 
side pieces C, while the legs B stand at a 
slight distance from said inner faces, With 
their free ends lapping those of the legs B'. 
The means for holding these legs in either 
open or folded position may be any that will 
answer the purpose; but I prefer that shown 
and described below. 
to the centers of the side rails and have eyes 
in their free ends adapted to engage hooks T. in 
the table-top, whereby when these straps are 
passed over the lapping ends of the legs and 
connected to the hooks the legs will be main 
tained in folded position. The long leaf of 
each T-hinge F is provided with a notch F", 
which is adapted to engage the free end of a 
stout spring E, whose other end is pivotally 
mounted on a pin in the table-top. When 
the legs are distended, the springs E are en 
gaged with the hinges F to hold the legs in 
this position; but when it is desired to fold 
the legs the springs are first disengaged and 
turned inwardly around their pivots, as shown 
in Fig. 1. 
Upon the outer face of each side piece Cat 

its center is secured a block D, carrying a 
hinged handle M, and when the table is 
folded these handles can be grasped in One 
hand and the device carried thereby. For 
holding it closed pivoted hooks O engage 
headed pins N in the outer faces of the side 
bars C. 
Within the box formed by the folded table 

is preferably secured a wooden box W for 
dishes and a tin box T for food, these boxes 
being provided with covers which are held 
closed by any suitable means, in order that 
what may be left within either box will not 
drop out when the table is set up and in use. 
These covers are hinged to the boxes at their 
edges near the center of the table, so that 
when the table is closed and it is desired to 
gain access to either box the table need be 
only partially opened, and then the box-cover 
can be opened. 
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A table constructed in accordance with the 
above description will be found especially 
useful to picnic and camping parties, artists, 
and others. The dishes to be used and the 
food to be eaten are packed within the boxes 
W and T, the covers thereof closed, the table 
folded, and carried to the point desired, and 
here the table is opened, the dishes and food 
removed, and the table set up and used in a 
manner which will be clearly understood. 
What is claimed as new is 
In a table, the combination, with the top 

comprising two broad sections and a narrow 
intervening section, all connected by hinges, 
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side rails, and pivoted legs, of boxes W and 
T, secured to the lower faces of opposite 
broad sections of the top at opposite ends of 
the table, covers for said boxes hinged there 
to near the center of the table, and latches 
for said covers at their opposite sides, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

FERDIN AND E. WOOD. 
Witnesses: 

E. J. LOGSDON, 
J. M. LOGSDON. 

  


