J. LETCHWORTH.

L | Bridle-Bits.

b No. 134,684, o Patented Jan. 7, 1873.

Fig. L.

- A LHOTO-LITHOGRAPHIC CO.NY(USBORNES PRICESS]




UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSIAH LETCHWORTH, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMERNT IN BRIDLE-BITS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 34,684, dated January 7, 1873.

" To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosTAH LETCHWORTH,
of the city of Buffalo, in the county of Erie
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain Improyements in Bridle - Bits, of which
the following is a specification:

I am aware that previous to my invention
bridle-bits having a stiff mouth-piece of twist-
ed wire, provided with a projecting sleeve or
covering of soft rubber, formed of a section of
rubber tubing slipped on the mouth-piece pre-
vious to its connection with the cheek-pieces,
have been in common use; also, that jointed
mouth-pieces of twisted wire have been pro-
vided with a metallic covering cast around
each portion thereof, as shown 1n Letters Pat-
ent No. 90,857; granted to me June 1, 1869.

My invention consists of a bridle-bit having
a jointed mouth - piece of twisted wire, each
portion of which is provided with a sleeve or
covering of rubber, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure I is
an elevation of my improved bit, showing the
rubber sleeves in section; and Fig. IT, a plan
view thereof.

Tike letters designate like parts in both of
the figures. -

A A represent the cheelt - pieces, and B B

the two portions of the twisted-wire mouth-
piece, linked together at the center. O C rep-
resent the two sleeves or coverings of soff
rubber applied to each part of the jointed
mouth-piece, as clearly shown in the drawing.
These sleeves are readily cast in a suitable
mold of the desired size and shape, and slipped
on the mouth-piece previous to its connection
with the cheek-pieces. The open ends b b of
the wire of each portion B of the mouth-piece
are then bent around the neck a of each of
the cheek - pieces, in opposite directions, as
shown in the drawing, whereby the firm con-
nection of the mouth-piece with the cheek-
pieces is effected.

My improved bit, while possessing the same
strength, and affording the same complete
control over the horse as the ordinary jointed
wire bit, fnlly protects the mouth of the ani-
mal from the abrading action of the wires.

What [ claim as my invention is— -

As a new article of manufacture, a bridle-
bit having a jointed mouth-piece of twisted
wire provided with the two sleeves C C of
soft rubber, as herein shown and deseribed.
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