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1. 
This invention relates to improvements in car 

rel units, adapted for reading and studying pur 
poses in libraries and the like. 

Heretofore, it was the custom to provide either 
tables or individual desks in libraries. However, 
a need has arisen for individual study units and 
especially for such units as may be Spaced over 
the floor area of the library. 
An object of this invention is to improve the 

construction of carrel units to provide for the 
efficient use thereof in spaced relation over the 
floor of the library space, to accommodate stu 
dents for reading or studying. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

for the assembly of carrel units of standard parts 
which can be put together to take care of one 
student, two students, three or four, as Space 
and requirements indicate. 
Another object of the invention is to improve 

the structure of the carrel unit by providing not 
only for the support of a typewriter associated 
therewith, but also the provision of Sound ab 
sorption about the working space of the carrel 
unit, so the operation of the typewriter will not 
be objectionable to other students in nearby 
area.S. 
These objects may be accomplished by an a S 

sembly of a pair of carrel units that have inter 
posed therebetween a unit which preferably is 
supported by the pair of units, utilizing the backs 
of the latter to provide the sides of the interposed 
unit. This forms a multiple assembly that will 
accommodate up to two, three or four students, 
each with an individual work table or desk effec 
tively separated from the adjacent work tables or 
deskS. 

Provision may be made also for the Support of 
a typewriter at one of the working Spaces of the 
carrel unit with suitable sound proofing adjacent 
thereto to prevent interference by the typewriter 
with students in adjacent areas. The typewriter 
support may be so constructed that the typewriter 
may be moved into and out of operative positions 
With a desk surface alternating With the type 
writer when the latter is not in use. 
This embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the carrel unit; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of another form of 

carrel unit embodying this invention; 
Fig. 4 is a front elevation thereof; and 
Fig. 5 is a cross section therethrough on the 

line 5-5 in Fig. 3. 
In the form of the invention illustrated in FigS. 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
1 and 2 of the drawings the carrel unit comprises 
two end desk units, generally designated at f and 
2, and an intermediate desk unit 3 interposed be 
tween the units and 2. 
Each of the end desk units and 2 comprises 

Opposite sides 4 of a lower section of desk height 
and Supporting thereon a desk top 5. An upper 
portion is formed by opposite sides 6 of appreci 
ably narrower width than the sides 4 so as not 
to obstruct the working area of the desk top 5. 
The sides 6 may be formed integral with the sides 
4 or of Separate pieces and secured in place there 
on. A shelf 7 is secured between the sides 6, 
Spaced above the desktop 5. 
A back wall for each end desk unit is designated 

at 8. In the form shown, the back wall 8 extends 
continuously throughout the height of the end 
unit forming the back of both the lower and 
upper Sections. 
These parts may be secured together in rigid 

relation to form a unit, although parts thereof 
may be separable if desired. Any suitable ma 
terial may be used for the purpose, either wood 
or metal. 
The intermediate unit 3 is formed of an inter 

mediate upright wall 9 detachably or rigidly se 
cured at its opposite edges by suitable fastenings 
to the inner faces of the back walls 8 of the end 
units, and Supported thereby. The Wall 9 holds 
the end units and 2 spaced apart. 
A desk top 10 is Secured to each opposite side 

of the Wall 9 and also extends between the ad 
jacent back Walls 8 of the end units. Shelves 
may be provided also on opposite sides of the up 
right Wall 9. 
Each of the side Supports is shown as formed 

with Supporting feet 2 for the sections of the 
carrel unit. It is preferred to use rubber protec 
tive Shoes 3 on the feet 2 to protect the sides 
thereof, although these may be omitted if not re 
quired. 
A modified form of this invention is illustrated 

in FigS. 3 to 5, in which end desk units 21 and 22 
are separated by a single unit 23 intermediate the 
back walls of the units 24 and 22. The latter are 
shown as constructed substantially in the same 
form as described above in connection with the 
units and 2 as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The intermediate unit 23 has an upright 

Wall 24 extending between the back walls of 
the units 2i and 22 and supported thereby, being 
Secured by Suitable fastenings to said end units. 
Extending forwardly from the upright wall 24 is 
a desktop 25 located intermediate the height of 
the upright wall and in a suitable position for a 
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Working area. A shelf 26 is spaced above the 
desk top 25 and also extends forwardly from the 
upright 24. This shelf 23 may extend as far as 
desired over the desktop 25 and be located at any 
suitable point along the height of the desk unit. 

It is preferred that the space defined by the 
back walls of the end desk units 2i and 22, by the 
upright wall 28 and beneath the shelf 26 Over 
the desktop 25 may be lined with a suitablesound 
absorbing facing, generally designated as 2, 
which will tend to confine the Sound to the WOrku 
ing space of the desk unit so as not to interfere 
with other students in adjacent units. Any Suit 
able material may be used for this purpose as is 
well known in the art of building construction. 
A portion of the desk top 25 is separated 

from the remainder thereof, as designated at 28, 
to form a typewriter support. This support sec 
tion 28 is pivotally supported on brackets 28 
suspended from the desk top 25, as SinoWI) in 
Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawings, whereby the sec 
tion 28 may be moved alternately between its 
full-line and dotted-line positions in Fig. 5. A 
typewriter T is shown as securely clamped to 
the under Surface of the Section 28 When the 
latter is in its full-line position. So as to locate 
the typewriter is its operative position when 
supported on the section 23 in its dotted-line 
position. Abutinents are shown at 38 to limit 
the Swinging movement of the Section 28 be 
tween its full-line and dotted-line positions, 
which abutments are sectired to the under side 
of the desk Support 25. 
The typewriter may be held in place On the 

section 38 by screw fastenings or in any other 
suitable way. It is shown as confined by a shield 
3 extending over the top thereof aid Connected 
by a friction hinge 32 with a bracket, 33 secured 
to the under surface of the section 28. These 
parts 3-33 form a sheet netal guard beneath 
"the typewriter in its stored position to protect 
the typewriter from being injured by the knees 
of a person working at the car'el unit. When 
the typewriter is not in use. 
The typewriter is shown as located in the 

center of the intermediate section 23. However, 
it is recognized that it inay be turned in other 
positions with respect thereto, aS, for instance, 
at an acute angle to the length of the Section. 
This provision of the typewriter attachment for 
the carrel unit enables the student to type di 
rectly at the unit and yet the noise otherwise 
normally present or resulting therefrom is ef 
fectively reduced by the Sound proofing Sui 
rounding the typing colipartment. 

This construction is simple and inexpensive 
to build and install, The respective units may 
be transported separately and a SSembied and 
secured, at the point of use, to facilitate trans 
portation and ease of handling. 
When in use the carrel unit will accommodate 

from . One to four students for Work or study 
at the respective desks, which are Separated 
from each other so as not to interfere One With 
another. The relation of the walls also tends 
to reliminate sound disturbance, and additional 
sound proofing of the respective desks may ba 
installed if needed. 
While the invention has been iliustrated and 

described in certain eabodimentS, it is recogs 
sized that other Variations and . changes may 
be made therein without departing-from the...in 
vention, except as specified in the claims. 
I clain: 
1. In a carrel unit, the cornbination of Spaced 
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4. 
apart end study units, each of said units in 
cluding an upright back wall, upright Opposite 
side walls extending outwardly from the back 
wall, said side walls having upper end portions 
thereof reduced in width at a point interne 
diate their respective ends, a desk top extend 
ing laterally from the back wall and being Subw 
stantially embraced and supported by said side 
walls at a point Substantially adjacent to and 
below the lower ends of said reduced side Wall 
portions, a shelf projecting laterally from said 
back wall adjacent the upper end thereof and 
being substantially embraced by Said reduced 
side. Wall portions intermediate the ends there 
of, whereby the ends of said back and side walls 
form object retaining means for Said shelf, an 
upright wall connected with and extending be 
'tween said backwalls centrally thereof, a desk 
top projecting laterally from said upright wall 
On each side thereof, Said last-mentioned desk 
tops extending between and being embraced and 
supported on said back walls on each side of 
said upright wall, said last-named desk tops 
being in coplanar relation with respect to said 
first-named desk tops, and a shelf projecting 
laterally from each side of said upright wall 
and being embraced and supported between op 
posite sides of said back walls, said last-named 
shelves being positioned above said last-named 
desktops and below the upper ends of saidback 
and upright wails whereby the portions there 
of projecting above said last-named shelves form 
object retailing means therefor. 

2. In a carrel unit, the combination of space. 
apart end study units, each of said units in 
ciuding an upright back wall, upright opposite 
Side Walls extending OutWardly from the back 
wall, said side walls having upper end portions 
thereof reduced in width at a point interme 
diate their respective ends, a desktop extend 
ing late:aily from the back wall-and-being sub 
stantially embraced and supported by said side 
walls at a point substantially adjacent to and 
below the lower sends of said reduced side wall 
portions, a shelf projecting laterally from said 
back waii adjacent the upper end thereof and 
being Substantially embraced by said reduced 
Side-Wali portions intermediate the ends, thereof, 
whereby the ends of said back and side walls 
form object retaining means for said shelf, an 
upright wall connected with and extending be 
tween said back walls, a desk top projecting 
laterally foil said upright Wall, said last-men 
tioned desk top extending between and being 
embraced and Supported on said back walls, 
said last-named desk top being in coplanar re 
lation with respect to Said-first-named desktops, 
and a shelf projecting laterally from said up 
right wall and being embraced and supported 
between opposite sides of said back walls, said 
last-named shelf being positioned above said 
a.St-named desktop. 
3. In a carrel unit, the combination of spaced 

apart end study units, each of said units in 
cluding an upright back Wall, upright opposite 
Side 'Walls extending OutWardly iron the back 
Wall, Said Side Walls having : upper end portions 
thereof reduced in Width at a point intermediate 
their respective ends, ; a desktop extending lat 
erally from the back wall - and being, Substan 
tially embraced and supported by, said:side walls 
at a point Substantially adjacent to and below 
the iOWe ends of Said reduced side - Wallpor 
tions, a shelf projecting laterally from said back 
Walladjacent the upper-end thereof and being 
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substantially embraced by said reduced side wall 
portions intermediate the ends thereof, where 
by the ends of said back and side walls form. 
object retaining means for said shelf, an up 
right Wall connected with and extending be 
tween said back walls, a desk top projecting 
laterally from said upright wall, said last-men 
tioned desk top extending between and being 
embraced and supported on said back walls, said 
last-named desk top being in coplanar relation 
With respect to said first-named desk tops, a 

10 

shelf projecting laterally from said upright walls 
and being embraced and Supported between op 

posite sides of said back walls, said last-named 
shelf being positioned above said last-named 
desk top, and sound proofing material secured 
to Said back and upright Walls over portions 
thereof extending between said desk tops and 
the upper ends of Said walls. 

ANGUS SNEAD MACDONALD. 
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