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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A chair base siderail having an upper surface charac 

terized by an upwardly directed arcuate portion with 
blending flattened restricted portions on either side there 
of, the latter serving as blocking or stop means for rock 
ing action. 

amseuram 

The present invention relates to a chair base, and more 
particularly to a new and novel chair base for a com 
bination rocker-recliner chair. 
As is known, combination rocker-recliner chairs have 

met with high customer acceptance, where recent develop 
ments, as described in the pending United States patent 
application Ser. No. 478,568, filed Aug. 10, 1965, for 
Combination Reclining and Rocking Chair, in the names 
of Daniel F. Caldemeyer et al., permit desirable high 
styling leading to even more popularity. In such applica 
tion, a combination rocker-recliner chair is described 
where the side rails of the seat portion are directly sup 
ported on the side rails of the base assembly, the lower 
surface of the seat side rails being downwardly curved or 
arcuate in configuration and mounted on a substantially 
horizontal top surface defining each of the side rails of 
the base assembly. 

By virtue of the instant invention, the applicant herein 
has now invented an improvement to the aforedescribed 
chair base arrangement which should serve to even more 
popularize the combination rocker-recliner chair, adding 
comfort and sales features which represent a substantial 
breakthrough to the industry. More particularly, the ap 
plicant's new and novel improvement is directed to the 
configuration of the top surface of the chair base side rails, 
i.e. providing an upwardly curved portion therealong, in 
stead of having a relatively horizontal top surface as 
heretofore. 

In other words, in accordance with the teachings of 
the instant invention, each of the side rails of the base 
has a top surface with an upwardly curved configuration, 
cooperating with the downwardly curved configuration 
of each of the seat side rails. With the invention at hand, 
a slower and smoother rocking rate is effectively achieved, 
and, additionally, with "depressed' or flat portions dis 
posed along the base side rails, braking or stopping posi 
tions are defined, as, for example, to limit the forward 
and rearward rocking motion. 

Obviously, the applicant's new and novel improved 
chair base is representative of simplicity in manufacturing, 
utilizing a minimum addition to the existing structure. 
The upward curvatured portion is of prime importance, 
lending itself to widespread dealer and customer accept 
aC. 

Accordingly, the principal object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a new and novel chair base for a rocker 
recliner chair. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved configuration for each base side rail utilized 
in a combination rocker-recliner chair. 
A further and more general object of the present in 

vention is to provide a new and novel side rail configura 
tion for a combination rocker-recliner chair which in 
cludes a stopping or brake position, which is readily manu 
factured at virtually no additional expense, which is very 
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popular with the user, and which represents an important 
contribution to the upholstered furniture industry. 

Other objects and a better understanding of the pres 
ent invention will become more apparent from the fol 
lowing description, taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawing, wherein 

FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation showing the new and 
novel configuration of the base side rail of a rocker-re 
cliner chair, with the seat portion thereof being shown in 
full and broken line positions, the latter representing the 
extent of rocking action; and, 

FIG. 2 is a view in front elevation, looking from 
right to left in FIG. 1, showing further details of the 
chair base in accordance with the teachings of the instan 
invention. 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the 
principles of the invention, reference will now be made 
to the embodiment illustrated in the drawing and specific 
language will be used to describe the same. It will never 
theless be understood that no limitation of the scope of 
the invention is thereby intended, such alterations and 
further modifications in the illustrated device, and such 
further applications of the principles of the invention as 
illustrated therein being contemplated as would normally 
occur to one skilled in the art to which the invention re 
lates. 

Referring now to the figures, the applicant's new and 
novel chair base 10 for a combination rocker-recliner 
chair comprises side rails 12 interconnected by members 
14 to define an assembled unit. A conventional seat por 
tion 20, defined by side rails 22 each having a downwardly 
curved lower surface 22a, is mounted directly on the side 
rails 12 of the chair base 10, where rocker springs 30 dis 
posed between the side rails 22 of the movable seat por 
tion 20 and the side rails 12 of the fixed chair base 10 
serve to positively assemble the over-all unit. 
With particular regard to the invention at hand, each 

of the side rails 12 of the base 10 has a top surface with 
a curved configuration with respect to a horizontal plane. 
Actually, but yet typically, in one form of the invention, 
the top surface of each side rail 12 has a rear generally 
restricted or flat portion 12a, an upwardly curved or ar 
cuate portion 12b, and a front generally restricted or 
flat portion 12c, all blended together. In a normal seating 
position, the seat portion 20 of the chair may assume the 
heavy line representation in FIG. 1. 

In use, the seat portion 20 can move in rocking rela 
tionship on the base 10 between the limits generally illus 
trated by the broken lines in FIG. 1. With the curved 
configuration of the top surface of each side rail 12, 
the user of the chair can rock at a smoother and a much 
more relaxed and slower rate than possible heretofore, 
where, as indicated, the flat or restricted portions 12a and 
12c serve as blocking or stop means for rocking action. 
From the preceding, it should be apparent that the 

applicant herein has provided a new and novel configura 
tion for the side rails for the base of a combination rock 
er-recliner chair, permitting comfort advantages not at 
all present in prior structures. As stated, the user can rock 
slower and with more control than heretofore. As should 
be obvious, the invention represents economies in manu 
facture, lending itself to mass production techniques. 
The chair base described hereabove is, of course, sus 

ceptible to various changes within the spirit of the inven 
tion. For example, and depending upon over-all chair 
size, the curvature can be varied and the restricted por 
tions extended, modified, or eliminated. Thus, the above 
description should be considered illustrative and not as 
limiting the scope of the following claim. 

I claim: 
1. In a base for a combination rocker-recliner chair, a 
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side rail having an upper seat siderail mounting surface 556, 128 3/1896 Balke -------------- 297-26 
characterized by an upwardly directed arcuate portion 733,327 7/1903 Moore ------------- 297-261 
with flattened restricted portions on either side thereof 901,848 11/1908 Suva -------------- 297-261 
and blending therewith. 2,299,538 10/1942 Goldstein -------- 297-261 X 

5 3, 190,693 6/1965 Underdown --------- 297-263 
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