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view the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination, and arrangement of 
parts constituting the invention, to be here 
inafter referred to, and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, Which form a part of 
this specification, in Which is shown the pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention; but it is 
to be understood that changes, variations, 
and modifications can be resorted to Which 
come within the scope of the claimshereunto 
appended. 
In the drawings, in which similar reference 

i numerals indicate like parts in the different 
figures, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 
improved block, and Fig. 2 a section of Fig. 1 
at the line X. 

In forming my improved conduit-blockSI 
take a desired number of tubular bunt 
earthenware members 1 1, as shown in the 
drawings, provided with circular central 
openings throughout and With rectangular 
sides provided with rounded corners. These 
are preferably arranged as shown in the 
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drawings, wherein the blocks are represented 
as being spaced apart from each other. The 
space existing betweenthese blocks is filled 
with a composition 2, of which cement forms 
the binding element, and a layer of the Same 
composition is placed around the entire 
structure thus formed: The particular 
method by which these blocks are sustained 
in place while being inclosed by the binding 
element 2 is immaterial to this invention, al 
though various processes and devices may be 
employed therefor which Will produce a 
block of the kind herein described. The in 
closing structure 2, of cement, will be of sub 
stantially the same length as the tubular 
members 1 1, and if for any reason these 
members 1 1 are made in shorter lengths 
than it is desired to make the block two or 
three of them may be placed in alinement 
with each other, so as to extend from end to 
end of the block. In order to strengthen the 
blocks, I incorporate in the cement portion 
thereof longitudinal rods 3, adapted to eX 
tend from end to end of the block and placed 
at any suitable place in the same, Which Will 
give the best results in strengthening the en 
tire structure. It will be obvious of course 
that the number, size, and external configu 
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ration of the burnt-clay units I 1 may be 
changed or altered to suit the requirements 
orfancy of the user, and it is also true that 
the central opening in these blocks may be of 
entirely different conformation Withoutin 
any manner departing from the scope of this 
invention. It will be seen that a block thus 
constructed may be made at a factory, and 
when sufficiently hardenedshipped to any 
lace where a conduit is to be laid, and the 
locks laid in the excavation successfully and 

perfectly united one to another with the 
openings in the members 11 accurately reg 
istering with each other, the binding between 
the adiacent blocks being completed by ce 
ment. The incorporation of the strengthen 
ing-rods 3 will serve at al times to prevent 
breaking due to any ordinary strain exerted 
on the biock. 
What I claim, and desire to Secure by Let 

ters Patent, is-- 
As a new article ofmanufacture, a conduit 

block consisting of a plurality of series of 
hollow members, the members of each series 
extending longitudinally and in parallelism 
with respectto each other and suitably 
spaced apart, a cement body inclosing said 
plurality of series of hollow members and ?ill 
ing the spaces between the members of each 
series and the space between each series 
of members, a plurality of longitudinally 
extending strengthening-rods embedded in 
said body in close proximity to the top there 
of, said plurality of rods being out of verti 
cal alinement with respect to the hollow 
members of said plurality of series of mem 
bers, and a plurality of longitudinally ex 
tending strengthening-rods embedded in 
said body in close proximity to the bottom 
thereof, said second - mentioned plurality of 
rods being out of vertical alinement with re 
spect to the hollow members of said plurality 
of series of members. 

In testimony Whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
CSSCS, 

IIORACE B. CAMP. 

Witnesses: 
GLENARA FOX, 
C. E. HUMPHIREY. 
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