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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOSIAH MUMFORD AND JOHN W. WILSON, OF CLARKSBURG, OHIO.

WASHING-MACHINE,

Specification of Letters Patent No. 15,981, dated October 28, 1856.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Josiam Mumrorp
and Joux W. Wiwsox, of Clarksburg, in the
county of Ross and State of Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Rotary Washing-Machines; and
we do hereby-declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1, represents a perspective view of
the entire machine. . Fig. 2, represents a top
view of the removable rubbing board. Fig.
3, represents a vertical  central section
through the machine.

Similar letters. of reference where they
occur -denote like parts of the machine in
all the figures.

The nature of our invention relates to the
peculiar construction of the rubbing board
in rotary washing machines, so that the col-
lars and wristbands of shirts, or any other
soiled portion of a garment may be washed
and rubbed, without washing or rubbing
the whole of said ‘garment, and unneces-
sarily wearing it out.

To enable others skilled in the art to
make and use our invention we will proceed
to describe the same .with refernce to:the
drawings.

A represents a stand or frame, in the two
cross pieces of which, is supported a tub B,
by means of a spindle or shaft C, upon
which it can freely revolve—said shaft or
spindle, passing through the upper one of
the cross pieces, and having a step «, in the
lower crosspiece. The tub B, is furnished
with a series of handles or knobs 0, by
which it may be turned or whirled in either
direction on-its spindle, by the operator.

The tops of the uprights of the frame, are
slotted as at ¢, ¢, and in said slots are let
tenons, formed on the rubber bar D, at each
of its ends, so that said bar may be lifted
out, or removed at any time or for any pur-
pose, and as readily replaced again. Upon
this bar D, is hung by the rungs d, a rub-
bing board E, which is constructed as fol-

lows: F is a center piece or hub, to which is
attached a series of radial sections (-—each

of which is so formed, as to leave radial .

slots e or openings between them—said slots
or openings ¢ being slightly enlarged near
or at the periphery of the sections as.seen at
/. The object, of these slots or openings, is
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that the collars or wristbands of shirts, or

the most soiled portions of the garments to
be washed, may be drawn or protruded
through said slots, while the main body of
the garment can lie upon the top of the rub-
ber board, and thus only, the most soiled
portions be most washed, without needlessly
wearing out the whole garment, to cleanse
one soiled portion thereof. The body of
the garment, or the clothes generally that
are to be washed may be placed under the
rubber I, either before or after the most
soiled portions are washed. ‘
The under side of the rubbing board, and
the bottom of the tub may be both furnished
with radial ribs—so as to produce a good
rubbing or washing surface between them.
Having thus fully described the nature of
our invention, we would state that, we are
aware, devices for washing one portion of a
garment more than another portion, have
been used. This we do not claim independ-

ent of our special means of accomplishing

this object—but

What we do-claim as new and desire to
secure by Letters Patent is,

In combination with a rotating ‘tub, hav-
ing radial ribs on its bottom, a stationary
rubbing board also provided with radial
ribs, and radial slots between them, through
which any particular portions of the soiled
clothes may be protruded -to be washed,
without washing the entire piece, which lies
(f>n top of said rubbing board, as herein set
orth. :

JOSIAH MUMFORD.
JOHN W. WILSON.

Witnesses:
Avzxr. D. BuckworTn,
‘Wrrram CrLagrx.
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