
3,034,689 L. D. STOUGHTON ETAL 
DISCHARGE WALWE FOR GRANULAR MATERIAL 

May 15, 1962 

2. Sheets-Sheet 1 Filed Oct. 4, 1958 

O 94 

S 

NSZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ& 
? 

o ?) 

12 ->- || OO %\ 
G) 2 

FI G. I INVENTORS 
SAMUELT. ROBINSON 

LINCOLN D. STOUGHTON 
BY 

  

  

  

  



3,034,689 L. D. STOUGHTON ETAL 

DISCHARGE WALWE FOR GRANULAR MATERA, 

May 15, 1962 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 Filed Oct 14, 1958 

FIG 3 

?? 26 

INVENTORS 
SAMUELT. ROB NSON 

LINCOLN D, STOUGHTON 
FIG 4 

6 

  

  

  



United States Patent Office 3,034,689 
Patented May 15, 1962 

3,034,689 DESCHARGE WALVE föIR?ANULAR MATERIAL 
Lincoln P. Soighton, Chatham, N.J., and Samuel T. 
Robinson, Yardley, Pa., assignors to the United States 
of America as represented by the United States Atomic 
Energy Commission 

Filed Oct. 14, 1958, Ser. No. 767,242 
3 Claimis. (Cf. 222-525) 

The present invention relates to a valve and, more 
particularly, to a valve to control the discharge of spher 
ical and other granular material. 

Present valves in use for the discharge of granular 
material generally rely on gates or flaps which place at 
least some of the material in shear or in compression 
upon closing. Where the size of the material varies, 
that is, where the material is a mixture of various sizes, 
this could and frequently does result in failure to achieve 
complete shut-off due to blockage by the larger particles 
thereby permitting continued flow of the smaller particles. 
When attempts are made to achieve a complete shut-off, 
some of the material is damaged by crushing or rupturing. 

Such disadvantages of conventional type discharge 
valves are overcome by the present invention in which 
the use of shear or compression surfaces is totally avoided. 
It is known that spherical granular material, unlike 
liquids, does not rise to seek its own level in intercon 
nected passages, and advantage is taken of this fact in 
the design of this valve. Briefly described, the valve con 
sists of a vertically disposed movable hollow tube or cyl 
inder entering the bottom of a hopper from which the 
granular material is to be discharged. The bottom of 
the hopper is made to slope toward the cylinder so that 
when the top opening of the tube is dropped flush with 
the hopper bottom, the material will flow from the hopper 
through the tube into an external receptacle below. For 
purposes of permitting regulation of the flow through the 
valve, the top of the tube is enclosed in a stationary hood 
of convenient shape having appropriate openings for per 
mitting the granular material to flow into connection with 
the side of the tube. The openings in the side of the hood 
are at least as high as the diameter of the largest particle 
and preferably substantially larger, at least about two di 
ameters, for best control. The interior roof of the hood 
is made high enough so that the top of tube can be placed 
above the top of the openings and thereby permit the 
flow of material into the tube to be terminated. It has 
been discovered that, as the tube is lowered, the spherical 
granular material will flow over the top of the tube at a 
rate approximately proportional to the distance between 
the top of the tube and the top of the openings in the side 
of the hood, thereby providing a method of varying the 
rate of flow of the granular material. As the tube is 
raised, flow will diminish and stop when the top of the 
tube reaches the same level as the top of the slots or open 
ings in the hood periphery. 

This invention, as will be hereinafter more particularly 
described, is particularly useful with a nuclear reactor 
of the type commonly known as a Pebble Bed Reactor, 
such as, for example, the one described in U.S. Patent 
No. 2,809,931, issued October 15, 1957, to F. Daniels 
and also the one to be hereinafter described, in order to 
avoid fuel element destruction which may occur, as al 
ready described, when a conventional flap or gate valve 
is used. Specific details of the theory and essential char 
acteristics of a pebble bed reactor are set forth in the 
aforementioned U.S. patent. 

It is, therefore, a first object of this invention to pro 
vide a simplified valve for use in the controlled discharge 
of spherical and other granular material. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a valve 
lacking shear or compression surfaces, being particularly 
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adaptable for use with the controlled, non-destructive 
discharge of granular material. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide a 
valve particularly useful for the controlled, safe discharge 
of the solid fuel and blanket elements in a pebble bed nu 
clear reactor. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
hereinafter become more fully apparent in the light of 
the following description taken with the attached draw 
ings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevation view in section of a pebble 

bed nuclear reactor embodying the valve of this inven 
tion; 
FIGURE 2 is a section along 2-2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a section along 3-3 of FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 4 is a detailed view of a portion of the in 

terior of the reactor illustrated in FIGURE 1 without 
the presence of the blanket and fuel material to show a 
more detailed view of the inventive valve. 

Referring to FIGURE 1, there is shown a valve 10 en 
bodying the principles of this invention located within a 
pebble bed nuclear reactor 12. Valve iO consists of a 
stationary hood member 14 and an axially slidable tu 
bular member 16 with a top opening 17 and side opening 
16a, opening 17 being for the discharge in the direction 
of arrow A of the granular fuel elements 8 and the 
blanket balls 20 located in reactor 12. 

Reactor 12 comprises a pressure vessel 22 containing a 
reactive core 24, a thermal shield 25, a graphite grate 26 
for supporting core 24, and other supporting structure to 
be later described. Pressure vessel 22 is made up of a 
bottom hemispherical section 27, a central tubular section 
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28 and a top hemispherical section 29, all of which may 
be welded together at the points indicated as 30. It is 
understood that pressel vessel 22 may be constructed in 
accordance with the ASME Code for unfired pressure ves 
sels. A satisfactory vessel plate material is SA-212B 
steel with no special internal surface finish being required. 
The interior of vessel 22 is provided, as already noted, 

with a reactive core 24 surrounded by a thermal shield 
25 of carbon steel having a shape generally cylindrical 
down to a point 33 just above the top of the bottom 
hemispherical section 27. From point 33 down to a base 
plate 34, there is provided a frusto-conical shaped thermal 
shield section 36 which may be welded at its ends to 
shield 25 and base plate 34, respectively. Adjacent the 
top of vessel 22 a smaller thermal shield 38 supported 
by any convenient means from the top of section 29 is 
provided, leaving an annular opening 40 between shield 
38 and the upper extension of shield 25 for the passage 
of coolant as will be later more particularly described. 
Thermal shield 25, along with section 36 and base plate 
34 are supported by a pair of concentric core Support 
tubes 42 and 44 extending from bottom vessel Section 27 
up to base plate 34 which rests thereon. Concentric tubes 
42 and 44 are provided with a plurality of openings 52 
and 54, respectively, to permit passage therethrough of 
the coolant. Base plate 34 is provided with a centrai 
opening 56 for the passage therethrough of slidable tube 
i5 and also a plurality of three openings 58 located as 
illustrated for the entry therein of a coolant outlet tube 
59. It will also be noted that bottom hemispherical sec 
tion 27 of vessed 22 has a flanged opening 6 surrounding 
each gas outlet tube 59, leaving a concentric channel 61 
for the entry of coolant, to be later described, the direc 
tion of flow indicated by arrows B and C. 
Mounted on base plate 34 is a plate 62 of solid graphite 

and an upwardly extending cylindrical structure 64 also 
made of graphite having a plurality of openings 66 for 
the passage therethrough of the coolant. Graphite cylin 
der 64 assists in supporting graphite grate 26 which is 
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of conical shape, pitched at some angle, such as 15, 
toward the centrally located discharge valve 10. As best 
seen in FIGURE 4, grate 26 is provided with a central 
opening 70 in which the stationary hood unit 4 of valve 
10 is located. Hood unit 14 is provided with a lower 
cylindrical section 72 extending down from the top of 
of grate 26 to the top surface of base plate 34 where hood 
14 rests thereon. A plurality of six conveniently shaped 
openings 74 extending from the top of grate 26 upwardly 
is provided in hood 14 for the entry of the spherical 
granular material. Top opening 17 of tube 6 is shown 
in FIGURE 1 at a position adjacent the top of openings 
74, and at this point in the upward movement of tube 6, 
for example, the solid material will cease to flow. Also, 
the radial distance between the outer top edge of tube 16 
and the tops of openings 74 should be greater than the 
diameter of the largest particle to prevent jamming. Be 
low this point the material will flow into top opening 7 
of tube 6. Between cylindrical section 72 and tube 6, 
there is provided a cylinder 76 of graphite to take up the 
space. An outer graphite cylinder 77 supports grate 26 
centrally. 
As more particularly shown in FIGURE 3, grate 26 

consists of a plurality of twelve wedge-shaped segments 
79 having a pair of end members 80 radially extending 
and a plurality of spaced parallel arms 81 for perinitting 
flow therethrough of the coolant gas and at the same time 
supporting the fuel and reflector balls 8 and 20, respec 
tively. 

Supported on grate 26 are a plurality of six graphite 
cylinders 82 which are each bored axially with an oblate 
hole forming fuel chambers 83. The outside of each 
cylinder 82 is machined flat on three adjacent sides, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 2, so that these six cylinders can 
be nested together to form a central, hexagonal-shaped 
chamber 90. Adjacent cylinders 82 may be keyed to 
gether by convenient means (not shown) so as to form 
an integral structure of graphite. Each cylinder 82 is 
provided with a pair of longitudinal holes 92 for cylin 
drical control rods 94, shown in FIGURE 1. As is un 
derstood in the art, control rods 94 are provided as a 
means of controlling the reaction and are made of ma 
terial such as cadmium or boron having high neutron 
absorption. Any convenient means (not shown) may be 
used for the controlled movement of rods 94, such as that 
illustrated and described in U.S. Patent No. 2,841,018. 
it will also be seen that core 24 forms an annular space 
or blanket chamber 94 for blanket material balls 20. 
Through the longitudinal walls of cylinders 82, adjacent 
grate 26, are provided several approximately rectangular 
shaped openings 96 and 97 to form passageways between 
adjacent cylinders 82 and between the central fuel cham 
ber 90 and the outer fuel chambers 83, respectively, and 
thereby between the interior of core 24 and blanket cham 
ber 94, as best shown in FIGURE 2, 
Topping outer cylinders 82 and central chamber 9,0 

there are a plurality of convergent-divergent, nozzle 
shaped cylinders 100 for the outer chambers 83 and 102 
for the central chamber 90. For each of cylinders 100 
and 102, there is a closure 104 and 106, respectively, 
made of solid graphite. Each of closures 104 and 106 is 
supported by rods i8 and 10, respectively, which are 
made hollow to permit fuel to be loaded therethrough as 
well as to support the closures 104 and 106. In addi 
tion, six hollow blanket loading tubes 12 are mounted 
vertically through top vessel section 29 over blanket 
chamber 94 and arranged equally spaced in a ring to per 
mit blanket balls 20 to be loaded into annular chamber 
94. The graphite material making up the walls of the 
fuel chambers 83 and 90, grate 26 and closures E04 and 
i06 provide reflection for the neutron flux as is under 
stood in the art. For the capture of neutrons which es 
cape the graphite material enclosing reactive core 24, 
blanket chamber 94 is filled with blanket balls containing 
a non-fissionable isotope, such as thorium (90282) in 
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4 
thorium oxide to produce the fissionable isotope U8 as 
is now understood in the art. A more detailed descrip 
tion of the fuel and blanket balls will appear later. 
The coolant selected for use in reactor 2 to carry 

away the heat developed therein for use in a steam power 
plant, such as one described in the aforementioned U.S. 
Patent No. 2,809,931, is helium. Helium is a gas which 
is totally inert and does not absorb neutrons, and further 
more, it is the only gas having a good pumping power/ 
heat transfer modulus that will not react with the core ma 
terials. 
The flow of helium through reactor 2 is as follows: 

Under pressure, the helium enters the bottom of vessel 
22, through the annular space 6 between the outlet tubes 
59 and flanges 66, as indicated by arrows B, and passes 
through openings 54 and 52 in core support cylinders 44 
and 42, and then up through the annular space between 
thermal shield 25 and pressure vessel 22, comprising the 
first pass of the reactor. The helium then enters the 
main chamber of vessel 22, through the annular opening 
40 formed between thermal shields 25 and 38, and flows 
down through the interstices between the blanket balls 
and the fuel balls. The helium flows down through all 
the fuel chambers 83 and 90, as well as annular blanket 
chamber 94, then through the openings in grate 26, open 
ings 66 in support core cylinder 64, and then out of vessel 
22 through the gas outlet tubes 59 as indicated by arrows 
C. It will be seen that some of the incoming helium 
will enter valve tube A6 through openings 16a so that a 
portion of the pressurized helium will pass directly from 
annular passageway 6i, through openings 16a into tube 
16, into the interior portion of hood 14, out through open 
ings 74 in hood 4, and rejoining the main flow of helium 
passing down through grate structure 26. 

It will be seen that the design of reactor 12 is such as 
to make unloading of the fuel and blanket balls through 
valve 10 and reloading of the balls through tubes 108, 
10 and 12 possible without dismantling any of the ves 
sel internals. 
To utilize valve 10 to unload core 24 and blanket 

chamber 94, tube 16 is lowered to bring the top opening 
7 thereof below the top of openings 74 as previously de 

scribed. Tube 16 may be actuated by a canned motor 
drive (not shown), external to the reactor, similar to 
those used for control rod drives, such as illustrated in 
U.S. Patent No. 2,856,336. Control of the flow of balls 
through valve 10 is based upon the flow characteristics 
of spherical particles. Unrestrained, they have a zero 
angle of repose, i.e., they behave like liquids. However, 
unlike liquids, they cannot rise to seek their own level 
in interconnected regions. That is, they will not rise 
above the level of the opening through which they are 
flowing. Thus, when the top opening 17 of tube 16 is at 
some point below the top of openings 74, the balls will 
flow over the top and down through tube 16. When tube 
16 is raised above this point, the former will act as an 
abutment, and flow will be stopped without the possibility 
of catching or jamming, thereby destroying, any of the 
balls. Chamber 90, including the blanket balls directly 
on grate 26, is the first chamber to be emptied. Then the 
outer fuel chambers 83, followed by the blanket balls 
directly underneath, are next emptied, and finally the 
blanketballs in blanket chamber 94. 
To load reactor 12, blanket balls 20 are first loaded 

through hollow tubes 112 into blanket chamber 94 until 
the balls fill up chamber 94 to the level indicated in FIG 
URE 1. It is understood from the discussion immediately 
above that blanket balls 20 will pass through openings 
96 and 97 in the graphite cylinders 82 and form a blanket 
of balls parallel with the top of grate 26, reaching to the 
tops of openings 96 and 97 and the tops of hood openings 
74 and filling the interior of hood 14 to top opening 17 
of tube 16, as shown. Then fuel balls 8 are loaded into 
reactor 12 through fuel loading tubes 108 and 110, filling 
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shaped grate for passing said gas through said reactor and 
supporting said fuel elements, said grate having a central 
opening and a vertically extending hollow member open 
at the top extending into said grate through said opening 
for controllably discharging said fuel elements contained 
in said grate, and a hooded member mounted on said 
grate for covering said opening and the top of said hol 
low member, said hooded member provided with a ver 
tically extending side wall having at least one side open 
ing for permitting entry of said elements into said hooded 
member and said hollow member through the open top 
thereof, the walls of said hollow and hooded members 
being substantially parallel and 'spaced from each other 
a distance greater than the largest size fuel element to 
prevent jamming of said material between said members, 
and said hollow member being vertically movable to per 
mit jan-free regulation of flow through said valve in ac 
cordance with the vertical distance from the open top of 
said hollow member to the top of said side opening, and 
means for vertically moving said hollow member. 

3. A dispenser for controlling the gravitational feed of 
granular material of spherical particles of a predetermined 
maximum size without damage thereto comprising, in 
combination, a container for said material having a down 
wardly sloping bottom wall, a discharge opening at the 
lowermost portion of the bottom wall, stationary means, 
super-adjacent said discharge opening for blocking flow of 
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said granular material through said opening, said sta 
tionary means having a side wall with at least one open 
ing through which said granular material will flow by 
gravity, movable abutment means between the side wall 
and said discharge opening spaced from the side wall a 
distance greater than the largest size particle in said granu 
lar material movable between positions completely block 
ing, partially blocking and completely unblocking the 
flow of granular material through the discharge opening, 
the completely blocking and unblocking positions being 
where the top of the hollow member is a predetermined 
distance above and level with the plane of the discharge 
opening respectively, and means for vertically moving said 
movable abutment means between said positions thereby 
regulating the flow of said granular material without jam 
ming of said material. 
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