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My invention relates to imiprovements in bottle
cappers. The objects of the invention are to
provide a hand operated bottle capper in which
the leverage between the handle and the cap
holder is so compounded that Very easy opera-
tion is obtained; to provide a simple means of
construction which enables the capper to be
easily adjusted for varying heights of bottles,
and also to provide means for securing a cap
in the cap holder which will retain said cap
in position until it is affixed to the bottle. A still
further object is to provide means for locating
the cap holder directly above the bottle position
when the operating handle is raised to the re-
quired height.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the invention.

Fig. 2 is a detail view showing the method of
bivotally mounting the fork to the hottle capper
standards.

Fig. 3 is a side view, part in section, of the
cap and holder.

Fig. 4 is & rear view of said holder.

In the drawings like characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in each figure.

The numeral { indicates a base which is pref-
erably fitted with a circular rubber pad 2 for
receiving a bottle to be capped. Extending up-
wardly from the base and on opposite sides of the
pad 2 is a pair of standards 3 each having a
plurality of slots 4 extending inwardly from one
of its edges. Each slot terminates in a eircular
opening 5.

A fork 7 consisting of prongs 8 and a handle
8, all of which are breferably made from a piece
of strap material, is provided adjacent the free
ends of the prongs 8 with pivot pins {8 which are
adapted to be journalled in any pair of the slots
4. The pivot pins may he in the form of 4
shouldered rivet with part of the shank I, see
Figure 2, cut away as at 12 so that the shank
{1 when turned to the position shown in dotted
line may pass out from its eircular opening 5
through the entrance of the slot and the fork be
fulerumed in any other pair of slots desirad. The
bivot pins may be economically stamped out
from the material forming the prongs 8 if desired
to provide a member capable of being removed
from the slots in the manner above described.

Pivotally mounted on pins {3 which pass
through the prongs 8 is a bale 14 to which a cap
helder or socket 15 is secured. The socket is
Dreferably stamped with a lug 16 extending
downwardly from its periphery, see Figs. 1, 3
and 4, which lug is inwardly bent as at 17 to
engage the flared rim of an unused botile cap
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{8 when inserted into the socket 5. An in-
verted U-shaped spring 28 is held between the
socket 15 and the bale {4. The free ends of
said spring dare bent as at 21 to form clins for
releasably supporting a bottle cap 48 by its lower
edge when inserted into the socket 15.

In order to substantially alisn the bottle cap
and socket {5 with the top of the bottle when
about to cap said bottle, a U-shaped spring 23
is connected at its free ends to one or both prongs
8 of the fork 7 and to the lower portions of the
bale 14, the point of connection of said spring
being above and in substantially vertical align-
ment with the pivot pins 13 of the fork.

In use, the device is adjusted to the height of
the bottle to be capped by inserting the pivot pins
10 into the appropriate slots 4 of the standards
3. A bottle cap 18 is pressed into the socket {5
and is retained in position by the lug 1§ and the
spring clips 21. A bottle is then placed on the
pad 2 below the bale (4 and the handle § is de-
pressed, guiding, if necessary, the socket {5
onto the neck of the bottle. The depression of
the handle forcing the socket downwardly will
close the crimped edge of the cap onto the bottle
neck and will release said edge from engagement
with the clips 21, so that on raising the handle
subsequent to closure there will be no tendency
to lift the bottle. During the depression of the
handle with the cap on the bottle the spring
28 will be flexed as the angle between a prong
8 and the bale 14 increases but when the socket
is free from the bottle the bale will assume a
position relative to the fork T approximating
an angle of ninety degrees.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A bottle capper comprising a base, a pair
of standards spaced apart, a fork having a han-
dle, the free ends of said fork being pivotally
connected to said standard and a bale having a
capping socket pivotally connected to the fork
adjacent its free ends, said bale extending up-
wardly above the handle and said socket being
disposed at the apex of the bale.

2. A bottle capper comprising a base, a pair
of standards spaced apart, 2 fork having a han-
dle, the free ends of said fork being pivotally
connected to said standards and a bale extend-
ing upwardly above the fork, said bale having a
capping socket at its upper end, and resilient
means for maintaining the bale at substantially
right angles to the longitudinal axis of the fork.

3. In a bottle capper having a pair of stand-
ands, a handled fork pivotally connected to said
standards and means operated by the swinging
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movement of the handle for closing a cap onto
a bottle, the standards having a plurality of sub- BEFERENCES CITED
stantially horizontal slots with parallel sides ex- The following references are of record in the
tending inwardly from an edge of each standard file of this patent:
and each slot terminating in a circular opening § TED
of greater diameter than the width of the hori- UNI STATES PATENTS
zontal slots, the pivot connection on each fork  Number Name Date
having opposed flattened sides and opposed arcu- _ 752,88¢  Carmichael ..---_. Feb. 23, 1904
ate sides, the svidth-of the pivot:connection be- = 1351539  ‘Rolerts et’al. ... Aug. 31, 1920
tween flattened portions being such as to pass 10 1,732,853  Bradley —_._______. Oct. 22, 1929

through the parallel sides of a slot and the por- -

tion between arcuate sides being such as to

rockingly fit the circular portion of the slot.
CHRISTOPHER RODNEY HITCHCOCK.
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