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[57] ABSTRACT |

A ski rack for storing skis in a substantially upright po-
sition and including at least one bracket that is formed
in a unitary construction and that includes an elon-
gated front member to which an intermediate divider
element is integrally joined, end members being joined
to the front member and extending in parallel, spaced
relation with respect to the divider element to define
separated adjacent spaces for receiving a pair of skis
therein, a second bracket similar in construction to
the first bracket and being located below said first
bracket in vertically spaced relation with respect
thereto, a shelf being formed integral with the front
member of the lowermost bracket for receiving the
butt end of the skis thereon, wherein the skis are
stored in an elevated upright position.

4 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
SKI STORAGE RACK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a ski storage rack for
storing skis in an upright position. :

Skis are usually stored in an upright position, but it
is the common practice to merely lean them against a
vertical surface without any guard therefor, and thus
skis placed in such a position are subject to falling
against each other or on the floor or ground and are
thus subject to chipping_or even warping; and when a
number of skis are placed in such a position, they tend
to become tangled and dlsarrayed and are difficult to
separate. Temporary storing of skis after skiing is usu-
ally accomplished also by merely: placing the- skis
against a vertical surface or by inserting the butt end of
the skis into soft snow.

It is desirable to store ‘skis in a vertical upright posi-
tion, but in such a position that they may be readily ac-
cessible without resorting to .complicated locking or
pivoting elements for securing the skis in place. Prior
to the instant invention some efforts have been made
to provide devices for storing skis ir a vertical upright
position, but such devices usually have been  compli-
cated in structure, and as a result have been relatively
expensive to manufacture. :

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a simple and inexpen-

sive ski rack for storing skis in a substantially upright"

position, and comprises at least one bracket that -is
_formed in a unitary construction and that includes a
front member, end members being joined to the front
member at an end thereof and extending rearwardly at
right angles thereto, the rearmost portion of the end
members being attachable to 'a vertical’ surface for
mounting the bracket thereon. The intermediate di-
vider element is joined ‘to-the front member and ex-
tends rearwardly thereof at right angles thereto, the di-
vider element cooperating with the front and end mem-
bers to define separated adjacent spaces, in each of
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which a ski is receivable for bemg stored in a substan-

tially upright position.

A second bracket is normally utilized ‘with the first
bracket and is'located below the first bracket in verti-
cally aligned spaced relation, the second bracket being
formed substantially similar to the first bracket, so that
the skis will be placed in the spaces of the vertically
aligned brackets for location in the ‘vertical position
thereof. In order to elevate the butt end of the skis from
the ground or a horizontal surface, the lowermost of
the brackets may be formed with a shelf that is joined
to and extends outwardly from the 'front member
thereof, the butt end of the skis engagmg the shelf and
thus being elevated with respect to the ground or hori-
zontal surface. :

A plurality of brackets may be located in mtercon-
nected end-to-end relation; and for this purpose, the
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connecting brackets are formed SImxlarly to the main -
bracket and ‘include a divider element that defines -

spaces for receiving the skis therein. Interconnecting
elements are formed on adjacent brackets for connect-
ing the brackets in end-to-end abuttmg relation. -

Accordingly, it is an object of the present mvention

to provide a ski rack for storing skis in a substantially
upright position.

65"
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Another object of the invention is to provide a rela- -
tively simple ski retaining bracket that is formed.in a
unitary construction and that includes a divider ele-
ment that is formed as an integral part thereof, the.di-
vider element being bent from a front member of the
bracket at right angles thereto to define spaces for re-
ceiving skis therein.

Another object of the mventlon is to provide a rack
assembly for storing skis, .whereby -vertically. spaced
brackets are fixed to a vertical surface and are located
in vertically aligned relation, each of the brackets in-
cluding a front. member to which a-divider element is-
joined that is located at right angles thereto to define
spaces therewith, the spaces in the vertically aligned
brackets receiving the skis therein for storing the skis
in the vertical position thereof. .

Still another. object is to provide a ski storage rack-
which includes a bracket having a front member and a
shelf attached thereto, the shelf being elevated from a
horizontal surface, wherein the skis are locatable on
the shelf for removing the butt ends of the skis from the
horizontal surface. S

Other objects, features and advantages of the inven-
tion shall become apparent as the description thereof
proceeds when considered in connection with the ac-
companying illustrative drawings. :

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings which illustrate the best mode pres-
ently contemplated for carrying out the present inven-
tion:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the ski storage rack
embodied in the present invention 1llustratmg a main
and supplementary bracket located in the assembled
position thereof;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the main bracket embod—
le_d in the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of a supplementary bracket
that is attachable to the main bracket for forming the
assembled construction illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view with parts
shown in plan view illustrating the interconnecting ele-
ments for the main and supplementary brackets;

FIG: 5 is a side elevational view of the main bracket
as embodied in the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing bracket assem-
blies as mounted on-a vertical surface, and further
showing the. location of two pairs of skis thereon as
mounted in different storage positions.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawmg and partlcularly to F 1G.
1, a bracket assembly generally indicated at 10 is illus-
trated and includes a main bracket generally indicated

~ at 12, and a supplementary bracket generally indicated

at 14. As will be described, the main bracket 12 and the
supplementary bracket 14 are attachable to each other
and are mountable on a vertical surface for storing skis
in a vertical position. As will be further described, addi-

‘tional supplementary brackets similar to bracket 14

may be attachable in end-to-end relation to form a part
of the bracket assembly 10 and to further provide for
storing additional skis therein. )

Referring now to FIG. 2, the main bracket 12 is illus-
trated; and, as shown, includes ‘an elongated front
member 16 to which end members 18 and 20 are inte-

- grally joined and are bent at right angles with respect
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thereto. Joined to the end member 18 is a foot portion
22, while a foot portion 24 is joined to the end member
20, the foot portions 22 and 24 being bent at right an-
gles to the end members 18 and 20, respectively, and
having openings 25 and 27, respectively, formed
therein for accommodating a nail or scréw or the like
when the main bracket 12is mounted ona vertlcal sur-
face. :

In order to-divide’ the space between the-end mem-
bers 18 and 20 are accommodating skis therein, a por-
tion of the front member 16 is cut out to form a divider
element 26, the divider element 26 being bent rear-
wardly of the front member 16 at right angles thereto
as illustrated in FIG. 2, to divide the space between the
end members 18 and 20 into spaces 28 and 30. The lat-
eral dimension of each of the spaces 28 and 30 is some-
what larger than the width of the conventional ski so
that a ski can be accommodated in each space when
the skis are to be stored in the vertical position thereof.

As further illustrated in FIGS: 1 and 5, a forwardly
extending shelf portion 32 is joined to the front mem-
ber 16 and includes a marginal flange 34 that cooper-
ates with the front member 16 to define a longitudinally
extending channel therebetweem. As will be described,
the butt end of each ski is receivable on the shelf por-
tion 32 for loacting the skis in elevated position during
the storage thereof; but it is understood that in use of
the main bracket 12 in this manner, the main bracket
is located adjacent to the lower end of the skis, as will
be described hereinafter.

In use of the main bracket 12, only a pair of skis can’
be accommodated therein; and if only the main bracket
is employed as the ski storage rack, a second main
bracket is also utilized therewith and is located in
spaced vertical relation with respect thereto. The main
bracket 12 is spaced in vertical relation in accordance
with the length of the skis and to insure that the skis are
securely retained in the vertical position thereof. The
use of the main bracket 12 in the storage position will
be described hereinafter with reference to FIG. 6; al-
though, in this connection the supplementary bracket

15

20

25

30

35

40

14 is utilized therewith; and, therefore, reference to the

supplementary bracket 14 in cooperation with the main

bracket 12 will also be described in the storing of the_

skis in a vertical position.

The supplementary bracket 14 is formed substan-
tially similar to the main bracket 12, and includes a for-
ward or front member 33 to which an end member 35
is joined, the end member 35 having a foot portion 36
bent at right angles thereto in which an opening 38 is
formed for accommodating a nail, screw or the like. A
divider element 40 is bent rearwardly of the front mem-
ber 33 as illustrated. The supplementary bracket 14 as
shown is substantially' similar to the main bracket 12
except that an end member opposite to end wall 35 is
omitted, the end member 20 of the main bracket 12 co-
operating with the supplementary bracket to form the
end member thereof, when the supplementary bracket
14 is joined to the main bracket 12 in end-to-end rela-
tion.

In order to interconnect the brackets, a slot 42 is
formed in the end member 20 of the main bracket adja-
cent to the front member 16. An outwardly extending
finger 44 is formed on the front member 33 of the sup-
plementary bracket 14 and is dimensioned to be re-
ceived within the slot 42. Since the other elements of
the supplementary bracket 14 correspond in size and
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shape to those of the main bracket 12, when the finger
44 is received within the slot 42 as illustrated in FIG.
1, the brackets are interconnected and may be
mounted in this position on a vertical surface. The end
member 20 of the main bracket 12 then cooperates
with the divider element 40 to form a space 46 for ac-
commodating a ski therein, while the divider element
40 cooperates with the end member 35 to define a
space 49 for accommodating a ski ‘therein. An out-
wardly extending shelf portion 50 is also joined to the
front member 33 of the supplementary bracket 14 and
abuts the shelf portion 32 when the brackets 12 and 14
are interconnected and mounted on a vertical surface,
as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 6.

It is understood that a series of supplementary brack-
ets 14 may be interconnected to each other in aligned
and abutting relation depending upon the number of
skis that are to be stored. In this connection, each end
member 35 of the supplementary bracket 14 cooper-
ates with a divider element of the next adjacent bracket
to form a space for accommodating a ski therein. Fur-
ther, each supplementary bracket is formed with a slot
51 that receives a finger 44 of the adjacent bracket.

Referring now to FIG. 6, an upper bracket assembly
10 is illustrated in that position as-mounted on a verti- -
cal surface indicated as a wall 52. The bracket assem-
bly 10 as shown in FIG. 6 includes the main bracket 12
and the supplementary bracket 14 that are intercon-
nected together and are mounted on the vertical sur-
face or wall 52 by means of bolts or:screws that extend
through the openings as formed in the foot portions of
their respective end members. In this position, the:
upper portion of skis indicated-at 54 are received in the
spaces 28, 30 and 46, 48 that are defined by the:end
members and divider elements of the-brackets. ’

As mentioned hereinabove, a secondary bracket as-
sembly is usually required for .use with the bracket as-
sembly 10 that accommodates the uppermost ends: of
the skis 54; and as shown in FIG. 6, a secondary
bracket assembly indicated at 10a is mounted on. the
wall 52 adjacent to the lower end thereof, but elevated
above a horizontal surface or floor indicated at 56. The
lower bracket assembly 10a is located such that. the
spaces as defined between the members and divider el-
ements thereof are in vertically aligned relation with
respect to the corresponding spaces in the upper
bracket assembly 10. With the bracket’ assemblies 10
and 10z positioned as indicated, the skis 54 may be
mounted in a storage position in vertical location.

On occasion it is desirable to elevate the butt end of
the skis 54 so that they do not rest on the ground or
floor 56. For this purpose, the shelf portions 32 and 50
of the brackets 12 and 14 are provided and are usable
primarily in the lower bracket assembly 10a. Referring

‘again to FIG. 6, the pair of skis 54 that are mounted in

the main bracket 12 of the bracket assembly 10a are
located such that the butt ends of the skis are resting on
the shelf 32. This elevates the butt ends of the skis 54

.above the surface 56, the uppermost ends of the skis 54

extendmg through the spaces 28 and 30 for securing the
skis in the vertical storage position thereof. For pur-
poses- of illustration, and as shown in FIG. 6, skis
58 that are mounted in the supplementary braékets
14 of the bracket assemblies 10 and 104 are positioned
such that the butt ends of the skis extend to the
floor 56. In this connection, the skis 58 project
through the spaces 46 and 48 and behind the front
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wall 33 of the supplementary bracket 14. Obviously, .

the butt ends of the skis 58 do not rest on the shelf 50
of the supplementary bracket 14 of the lower bracket
assembly 10a but are received on the horizontal

surface 56. )
It is seen that the bracket assemblies 10 and 10a may

be quickly and easily mounted on a vertica! surface as
required and provide an inexpensive yet practical
mounting assembly for storing skis in a vertical posi-
tion. Bracket assemblies may be located at a skiing site
for storing the skis after skiing in the vertical position,
or may be mounted in a storage area when the skis are
to be stored for an extended period of time. The skis
may be mounted with the butt ends resting on the floor
or ground, or elevated on the shelf portions as illus-
trated in FIG. 6.

While there is shown and described herein certain
specific structure embodying the invention, it will be
manifest to those skilled in the art that various modifi-
cations and rearrangements of the parts may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the un-
derlying inventive concept and that the same is not lim-
ited to the particular forms herein shown and described
except insofar as indicated by the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A ski rack for storing skis in a substantially upright
position, comprising at least one bracket that is formed
in a unitary construction and that includes an elongated
front member, an end member joined to said front
member at an end thereof and extending rearwardly at
right angles thereto, the rearmost portion of said end
member being attachable to a vertical surface for

i mounting the bracket thereon, an intermediate divider
element formed as an integral part of said front mem-
ber and cut-out therefrom, said cut-out divider element
being bent at right angles to said front member and ex-
tending rearwardly thereto to define a notch in said
front member, said divider element cooperating with
said front member and said end member to define sepa-
rate, adjacent spaces in each of which a ski is receiv-
able for storing in the substantially upright position
théreof, at least one additional bracket mounted on
said vertical surface in spaced vertical relation with re-
spect to the first named bracket and cooperating there-
with to store the skis in the substantially upright posi-
tion and, a forwardly projecting shelf joined to the front
member of at least the lowermost positioned of the
brackets and extending substantially the full length of
the front member of said lowermost bracket, said shelf
receiving the butt end of said skis thereon for storing
said skis in an elevated upright position. ;

2. A ski rack for storing skis in a substantially upright
position, comprising at least one bracket that is formed
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in a unitary construction and that includes an elongated
front member, an end member joined to said front
member at an end thereof and extending rearwardly at
right angles thereto, the rearmost portion of said end
member being attachable to a ‘vertical surface for
mounting the bracket thereon, an intermediate divider
element formed as an integral part of said front mem-
ber and cut-out therefrom, said cut-out divider element
being bent at right angles to said front member and ex-
tending rearwardly thereto to define a notch in said
front member, said divider element cooperating with
said front member and said end member to define sepa-
rate, adjacent spaces in each of which a ski is receiv-
able for storing in the substantially upright position
thereof, a second end member joined to said front
member at the end thereof opposite to that to which
said first named end member is joined, said second end
member extending at right angles to said front member
and in parallel relation to said first named end member
and said divider element and cooperating with said
front member and divider element to define one of said
spaces, a second bracket joined to said first named
bracket for mounting at least two additional skis in an
upright position, said second bracket including a front
member located in coplanar and abutting end-to-end
relation with respect to the front member of said first
named bracket, an end member joined to the front
member of said second bracket in parallel relation to
the end members of said first named bracket, a divider
element joined to the front member of said second
bracket at right angles thereto and spaced from the end
member thereof to define spaces for receiving skis
therein, and means for interconnecting the abutting
front members of said brackets.

3. A ski rack as claimed in claim 2, additional brack-
ets mounted on said vertical surface in spaced vertical
relation with respect to the first named and second
brackets, one of said additional brackets being spaced
below and in vertical alignment with respect to said
first named bracket and another of said additional
brackets being spaced below and in vertical alignment
with respect to said second bracket, said additional
brackets cooperating with said first named and second
brackets to store the skis in the substantially upright
position. . '

4. A ski rack as claimed in claim 2, forwardly project-
ing shelf joined to the front member of each of the ad-
ditional brackets that are spaced below said first named
and second brackets, said shelves receiving the butt
ends of said skis thereon for storing said skis in an ele-
vated upright position.



