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ABSTRACT

A prosthetic pylon attachment construction provides a useful
attachment interface between the exterior of a pylon which
otherwise has a generally curvilinear exterior and a broad
range of other prosthetic devices having relatively flat
attachment surfaces, and permits ready manufacture and
ready interchangeability of a range of prosthetic devices and
pylons.
17 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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1.
ATTACHMENT CONSTRUCTION FOR
PROSTHESS
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED

APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of Ser. No. 08/208,793,

filed Mar. 8, 1994, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,514,186, which is a
continuation of Ser. No. 08/856,666, filed Mar, 24, 1992,

now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No.
07/337,374, filed Apr. 13, 1989, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,181,
932, and a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 07/662.783, filed
Feb. 28, 1991, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,290,319.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to prostheses in general, and spe
cifically to a construction which permits the attachment of a

prosthetic device having a relatively flat surface to the
exterior of a prosthetic pylon which has a generally curvi
linear exterior.

2

prosthesis A is operatively attached to a tubular cylindrical
pylon B through the incorporation of a curvilinear section C
and the provision of an attachment mechanism D. As shown
in FIG. 1, the combination of the curvilinear section C, its
attachment section C, the attachment mechanism D. and its
attachment section D. permits the relatively flat structure C
to be operatively retained adjacent the relatively flat bottom
of the tube B. Such a structure involves a complexity and
expense, and includes performance limitations, which are
O less than optimum.
Moreover, such a structure requires a substantial clear
ance beneath the pylon tube B in order to accommodate the
components A, C, C, D and D, thereby limiting the range
of amputees who may be served by such a construction.
5

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE
INVENTION

It is, therefore, an object of my invention to provide a
prosthetic construction which will overcome the foregoing
problems and, among other things, will permit tubular
cylindrical pylons to be readily utilized with other prosthetic
devices having otherwise relatively non-curved attachment
surfaces. Those skilled in the art will understand, however,
that various embodiments of my invention may be practiced
with other types of pylons; for example, solid pylons, pylons

It is well known in the prosthetic arts, and particularly in
the prosthetic leg art, to provide a cylindrical tubular pylon
between a wearer's stump and another prosthetic device,
such as a prosthetic foot. Such pylons provide a strong.
lightweight extension structure between the stump and the
other prostheses, which structure may typically be cut to a 25 with oval or other curved exterior cross sectional
desirable length for a particular wearer.
Although other pylon configurations could certainly be configurations, etc.
The prosthesis of my invention is characterized by a first
utilized for this purpose, the cylindrical tubular pylon has prosthetic
member (such as a pylon) having a first end
numerous desirable characteristics and has therefore become
the configuration of choice among many prosthetists and 30 attachable to a wearer and a second end including a curved
external surface, a second prosthetic member having an
amputees. For example, although prosthetists could utilize attachment
surface which is of a configuration not matingly
solid pylons or pylons having a square or rectangular
corresponding
to the curved external surface of the first
cross-section or otherwise providing a relatively flat attach
member, and a coupling construction operatively
ment surface for other prosthetic devices, such other pylons prosthetic
disposed between the first prosthetic member and the second
typically are not as strong and lightweight as a cylindrical 35 prosthetic
tubular pylon. Moreover, a cylindrical tubular pylon may be ebetween, member to facilitate cooperative attachment ther
relatively less expensive to manufacture than pylons having
As indicated above, such a construction permits the
more complex cross-sectional configurations or requiring
above-described popular cylindrical tubular pylon to be
more material.
Unfortunately, many of the aforesaid other prosthetic readily utilized with any of a broad range of other prosthetic
devices having relatively flat attachment surfaces, and per
devices which would otherwise be useful in combination
ready manufacture and ready interchangeability of a
with the abovedescribed cylindrical tubular pylons, are not mits
range
prosthetic devices and pylons. Economies of manu
readily usable therewith because they do not have an attach factureofand
standardization of parts. ease of assembly and of
ment surface which conforms to the curved exterior of the
replacement
of prosthetic components, and adjustability of
45
pylon. Due to considerations of manufacture and/or the entire prosthesis
are improved and enhanced.
performance, such other prosthetic devices commonly
Another object of my invention is the provision of a
include relatively flat attachment surfaces for operable
prosthesis of the aforementioned character which includes
attachment to the wearer, whether or not a intermediate
pylon is utilized. Thus, in order to be usable with such attachment means, such as cooperative nut, bolt, and/or
pylons, these other prosthetic devices must be specifically 50 clamp members, to retain the various components in the
designed to include special attachment structures and/or desired assembled configuration.
Yet another object of my invention is the provision of a
configurations which permit attachment to the pylons.
prosthesis
of the aforementioned character in which the
The special designs and modifications of the prior art are
not without drawbacks. For example, any such special relatively flat attachment surface or portion is provided by
attachment structure typically adds to the cost of manufac 55 material affixed or bonded to the tubular pylon. A somewhat
ture of the prosthesis. In certain cases, these attachment related embodiment of my invention includes a mating
structures are fairly bulky, weighty, and complex, because curvilinear surface formed by material affixed or bonded to
relatively flat attachment surface or portion or by the
the attachment of the aforesaid other prosthetic devices to the
the pylon must be reliable and secure to prevent undesirable curvilinear formation of that attachment surface itself.
Still another object of my invention is the provision of a
movement between the pylon and the other prosthetic
device. Perhaps more importantly, the structures and con prosthetic pylon having a first end adapted for attachment to
figurations necessary to permit attachment to the pylons may a wearer and a second end generally having an external
detrimentally affect the performance of the prosthesis and/or surface which is curved, in which the pylon includes an
limit the range of wearers who could otherwise benefit from attachment portion adjacent the second end of the pylon, the
65 attachment portion providing a relatively flat or non-curved
its use.
Exemplary of such design accommodations is the con attachment surface for the attachment of prosthetic devices
figuration illustrated in FIG. 1 hereto, in which a foot to the pylon.

5,728, 176
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Certainly, for prosthetic devices which include attachment

4
FIG. 10 is a front elevation view, taken along line 10-10

sections with surfaces which are neither flat nor of corre

of FIG. 9;

spondingly mating configuration with respect to the curved
exterior of the above-described cylindrical tube, the con
struction of my invention may be provided in a configuration
which will facilitate the desired mating between the pylon
and the other prosthetic device. For purposes of standard
ization and interchangeability, however, it appears that the

FIG. 11 is a partially sectional view, taken along line
11- 11 of FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi
ment of an attachment construction in accordance with the

teachings of the invention;
FIG. 13 is a partially sectional view, taken along line

aforementioned flat surfaces are the most utilitarian.

An additional object of my invention is the provision of
a leg prosthesis having a pylon with a first end attachable to
a wearer and a second end including a curved external
surface, and having a lower leg prosthesis including an
attachment surface which is of a configuration not matingly
corresponding to the curved external surface of said pylon,
with an attachment construction therebetween including an
attachment portion having a first surface matingly corre

sponding to the curved external surface of the pylon and a
second surface matingly corresponding to the attachment
surface of the lower leg prosthesis, and attachment means to
retain the pylon, the attachment portion and the lower leg
prosthesis in operative relationship with each other.
Yet another object of my invention is the provision of an
improved construction for attaching a prosthetic device to a
standard pylon tube. The construction of my invention
permits ready attachment of a broad range of prosthetic
devices to the abovedescribed cylindrical pylon, irrespective
of the fact that such devices have relatively flat attachment
surfaces; and permits ready manufacture and ready inter
changeability of a range of prosthetic devices and pylons.
Consequently, prosthetists and wearers can select from a
broad range of prosthetic devices and readily attach same to
the pylon at their discretion. Through the provision of
preferably demountable attachment means such as nut and
bolt assemblies or gripping clamps for attaching the pros
thetic device to the pylon, the pylon of my invention may be
provided in standard lengths but still be readily "custom
fitted" to a wide range of effective lengths.
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following specification and the accompa
nying drawings, which are for the purpose of illustration

10

FIG. 15 illustrates an alternative embodiment of attach

ment means for a construction otherwise similar to FIG. 12;
15

with the teachings of the invention;
FIG. 17 is a partially sectional view, taken along line
17-17 of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a partially sectional plan view, taken along line
18 -18 of FIG. 17;

FIG. 19 is a side elevation view of yet another alternative
embodiment of an attachment construction in accordance
25

FIG. 21 is a front elevation view, taken along line 21-21

of FIG. 20; and

FIG. 22 is a partially sectional view, taken along line
22-22 of FG. 20.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
35

45

50

2;

55

FIG. 5 is a sectional perspective view, taken along line
5-5 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of the invention, similar to the view shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is a partially sectional, partially cutaway perspec
tive view, taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is a side elevation view of an alternative embodi
ment of an attachment construction in accordance with the

teachings of the invention;
FIG. 9 is a partially sectional plan view, taken along line
9-9 of FIG. 8:

Referring to the drawings, and particularly to FIGS. 2-5
thereof, I show a prosthesis attachment construction 10
constructed and assembled in accordance with the teachings
of the invention and including a prosthetic pylon 12. As
indicated above, the pylon 12 is illustrated as having a
cylindrical tubular configuration; those skilled in the art will
understand that other pylon configurations may benefit from
the advantages of my invention.
For purposes of illustration, the prosthesis 10 is shown as

including a prosthetic foot 14 which incorporates an attach
ment section 16 having an attachment surface 17 at an upper
end thereof for operatively attaching the prosthetic foot 14
to a wearer. Those skilled in the art will understand,

of an attachment construction in accordance with the teach

tion;

with the teachings of the invention;
FIG.20 is a partially sectional plan view, taken along line
2020 of FIG. 19;

prosthesis illustrating a known method of attaching a pros
thetic foot below a tubular cylindrical pylon;
FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of a preferred embodiment

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the lower end of a pylon
constructed in accordance with the teachings of the inven

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of yet another alternative
embodiment of an attachment construction in accordance

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

ings of the invention;
FIG. 3 is a sectional view, taken along line 3-3 of FIG.

FIG. 14 is a partially sectional plan view, taken along line
14-14 of FIG. 13;

only.

FIG. 1 is a side elevation, partly sectional view of a

13-13 of FIG. 12;

65

however, that other prosthetic feet and even arm and hand
prostheses may be utilized with the pylon 12 and may benefit
from my invention.
In the preferred embodiment, and as will also be well
understood by those skilled in the art, the pylon 12 is
provided at its first or upper end (not shown) with a socket
or other expedient for operative attachment to the wearer.
Moreover; the pylon 12 and the foot 14 are preferably
fabricated from lightweight, strong materials such as
graphite, fiberglass, carbon fiber or the like, and in the leg
prosthesis illustrated in FIGS. 2-5, preferably provide desir
able energy-performance characteristics to enhance the
wearer's use of the prosthesis 10.
In the preferred embodiment, the pylon 12 includes a
second or lower end 18 to which another prosthesis such as
the prosthetic foot 14 is to be attached. In order to provide
a large contact area for mating engagement between the

lower end 18 and the prosthetic foot 14, a coupling or
attachment construction 20 such as an attachment portion 22
is operatively disposed between the first prosthetic member

5,728, 176
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second prosthetic member 14 and the pylon 12 and into
threaded engagement with the barrel nuts 32.
One of the many alternative attachment means 30 is

S
12 and the second prosthetic member 14. The relatively large
contact area enhances the stability of the attachment of the

foot 14 to the pylon 12, and does so in a simple and
economic manner.

illustrated in FIGS. 6-7. The construction is similar to that

The attachment portion 22 may be fabricated in a wide
variety of methods and materials. For example, it may be
formed in a unitary construction with the pylon 12, in which
case it would be of similar materials and integral therewith.
Preferably, however, for reasons of ease of manufacture and
considerations of economy, the attachment portion 22 is
formed subsequent to the pylon 12, although it may be
affixed thereto through bonding, gluing or similar expedient.
For the preferred graphite construction, the attachment
portion 22 is formed of molded graphite bonded onto the
exterior of the pylon 12, and may include chopped fiber or
strengthening laminates. Alternative constructions would
include, by way of example and not by way of limitation,
casting the attachment portion 22 in a lightweight metal such

shown in FIGS. 2-5, with a pylon 40 having an attachment
portion 42 disposed thereagainst.
In FIGS. 67, however, the attachment means 30 includes

outwardly-protruding bolt means 44. Bolt means 44 may be
fabricated by bonding or otherwise attaching curved washers

15

threadedly engaged on the ends of the bolt means 44
opposite to the barrel nuts 48 to retain the components in
assembled configuration.

as aluminum.

In the preferred embodiment, the attachment portion 22
may be conveniently described as having a first surface 24,
FIG. 3, matingly corresponding to the curved external
surface of the second end 18 of the pylon 12. Obviously, for
embodiments in which the attachment portion 22 is formed
integrally with the pylon 12, there will be no true "first
surface" as just described, in the sense that the materials of
the pylon 12 and the attachment portion 22 will blend into

Another alternative embodiment would obviate the need
for the barrel nuts 32. One such embodiment would involve

providing threaded holes in the pylon 12, and the bolts 34
threadedly engaging only those holes instead of the barrel
nuts 32.

Additionally, among the alternative embodiments of
pylon tubes 12 is that the lower end 18 can be open (as

one another.

shown in FIGS. 2-5) or closed (not shown) on the bottom.

Also in the preferred embodiment, the attachment portion
22 provides a second surface 26, FIGS. 3-5, which matingly
corresponds to the attachment surface 17 of the lower leg
prosthesis 14, providing the above-described desirable
stable contact area between the foot 14 and the pylon 12.
Weight, cost and performance considerations indicate that
the attachment construction 22 preferably extend only a
minimum distance from the pylon 12 in the direction E, FIG.
3. Alternative embodiments (not shown) would include
provision of the attachment portion 22 of a thickness E that
would space the second prosthetic member 14 relatively
further from the pylon 12, but such spacing could require
additional materials and would additionally offset the second
prosthetic member 14 from the longitudinal axis of the pylon
12, with potentially undesirable performance effects.
In addition, the preferred embodiment of my invention

48 (similar to the aforedescribed barrel nuts 32) to threaded
rods 46. Alternatively, bolt means 44 may be assembled by
bonding barrel nuts 48 to the interior of the pylon 40 and
threadedly engaging the threaded rods 46 therewith, result
ing in the configuration illustrated in FIGS. 67.
To assemble this alternative embodiment of the prosthesis
10, the foot 14 (not shown) would be positioned so that the
bolts 46 extend therethrough. Nuts (not shown) would be

35
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If barrel nuts 32 are to be installed inside the pylon 12 to
provide the aforesaid attachment means, such installation
would occur prior to closure of the bottom of the tube.
As will be readily understood by those skilled in the art,
the attachment construction 22 may be located on any side
of the pylon 12, including the back of the pylon as illustrated
in FIG. 2, or the front or the sides (not shown). In any of
these orientations, the attachment construction 22 provides
a flat interface attachment surface to which a variety of
prostheses may be attached.
In the alternative embodiment of FIGS. 8-11. a coupling
50 provides the desired interfaces and retention of the
prosthesis 52 on the pylon 54. The coupling 50 is con
structed of graphite or some other appropriately strong
material.

The pylon coupling 50 includes a split sleeve 56 which
surrounds the upper end of the prosthesis 52 and the lower
or distal end of the prosthetic pylon 54. Tab members 58 are
provided at the split in sleeve 56, and the tab members are
provided with two centrally-located openings 60, FIG. 11,
50
adapted to accommodate bolt and nut combinations 62. The
bolt and nut combinations 62 can be tightened to cause the
pylon coupling 50 to grip and cause africtional adhesion of
the upper end of the prosthesis 52 and the lower or distal end
those shown in the alternative embodiments herein, which
would function by encircling the pylon end 18, the attach 55 of the prosthetic pylon 54.
The pylon coupling 50 further preferably includes grip
ment portion 22, and the upper end of the foot 14.
The preferred nuts 32 are preferably threaded washers ping or bracing means 64, shown in the preferred embodi
(sometimes called barrel nuts) which are curved as best ment as angular projections located on the internal surface of
illustrated in FIG. 3, to permit their ready juxtaposition to the coupling 50 in the interstices between the prosthetic foot
the interior of the tubular pylon 12. In order to provide ease 52 and the prosthetic pylon 54. Gripping means 64 are so
of assembly, the barrel nuts 32 are preferably affixed or sized and shaped as to provide additional surface contact and
bonded to the interior of the pylon 12. For durability and improve the aforementioned frictional adhesion between the
coupling 50, the pylon 54, and the prosthetic foot 52.
resistance to rust or other deterioration, the nuts 32 are
The tab members 58 associated with the split in the
preferably fabricated from stainless steel, titanium, or simi
65 coupling 50 are adjacent the front of the prosthetic pylon 54.
lar material.
The preferred embodiment of my invention, FIG. 3, is but those skilled in the art will understand that the afore
assembled by inserting bolts 34 through openings in the mentioned split and the tab members 58 associated therewith

includes attachment means 30 such as nut and bolt combi

nations 32 and 34. The attachment means 30 preferably
retains the pylon 12, the attachment portion 22 and the lower
leg prosthesis 14 in operative relationship with each other.
Those skilled in the art will understand that any of a wide
range of attachment means 30 may be utilized for this
purpose. Examples of alternative attachment means include
hose clamps or other frictionally-gripping clamps, such as
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may alternatively be oriented toward the side or rear of the
prosthetic foot 52, and still be within the scope of the present
invention.

In the alternative embodiment of FIGS. 12-15, the desired

mating interface of the lower prosthesis 70 and the pylon 72
is provided by shaping the upper end of prosthesis 70 into a

mating configuration. This is preferably accomplished by
forming the desired curvature in the attachment portion of
the prosthesis 76. When the prosthesis 70 is fabricated from
certain deformable materials (such as aluminum or the like),

10

however, the curvature may be provided during subsequent
fabrication steps, such as by stamping the curvature into the
prosthesis 70.
By limiting the downward extension of the attachment
surface, such as indicated at 74, the attachment surface will

5

cause a minimum of interference with the flexural perfor

mance of the prosthesis 70.
Although a nut, bolt and barrel washer combination 76 is
illustrated in FIGS. 12-14 for attaching the components of

this embodiment, many alternative attachment means may
be utilized, such as the hose clamp 78 illustrated in FIG. 15.
The embodiment of FIGS. 16-18 is similar to that of
FIGS. 12-14, but illustrates an alternative method of form

ing the curvilinear attachment interface 80 on the upper end
of the prosthesis 82. In this embodiment, the interface 80 is
preferably formed during manufacture or fabrication of the
prosthesis 82, and is shaped to natingly engage the exterior
of the pylon 84. Alternative methods of manufacture would
include depositing material (such as graphite or the like) on
the prosthesis 82 after the prosthesis has been manufactured.
Similar to the embodiment of FIGS. 12-15, the compo
nents of FIGS. 16-18 may be operatively retained in their
desired assembled form by any expedient means, such as,
for example. nut, bolt and barrel washer combinations
and/or hose clamps.

25
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The embodiment of FIGS. 19-22 is similar to that of
FIGS. 8-11, but illustrates an alternative construction of a

bracket member 86 and its corresponding preferred assem

bly with a prosthesis. The coupling bracket 86 is operatively
attached to an upper end 88 of a foot prosthesis 90, through

the use of attachment means. An auxiliary ankle member 92
may be utilized with the foot, with an upper portion 94
interposed between the bracket 86 and the foot 90.
The attachment of the bracket 86 to the foot portion 88
and/or auxiliary ankle portion 94 is preferably demountable,
such as by the provision of nut and bolt assemblies 96
disposed through corresponding holes 98, to permit ready
interchangeability of components of the prosthesis. Alterna
tive embodiments would of course, include permanently
bonding the bracket 86 to the foot and/or auxiliary ankle

45
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and said distal end of said pylon member such that said foot
member and said pylon member are maintained in substan
tially fixed operative relation by afriction or adhesion force.
6. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 5, wherein said
connecting member comprises at least one nut and bolt
member.
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tightening the screw 102, the pylon may be frictionally
retained in a desired position with respect to the bracket 86.
Permanent retention means may be utilized to permanently
bond, for example, the pylon 100 into the bracket 86.
To reduce the weight of the assembly, the front of the

bracket 86 may include a sloping face, as best shown in
FIGS. 19 and 22. A limit-stop or safety ledge 104, FIG. 22,
may be provided as part of the bracket 86 to prevent the
pylon 100 from sliding too far through the bracket 86.
By the prosthetic construction of my invention I provide
a simple construction which permits the ready and economic

2. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 1, wherein said
upper attachment section has a curved surface corresponding
to the curvature of said pylon member.
3. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 1, wherein a
connecting member is provided to secure said upper attach
ment section to said distal end of said pylon member.
4. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 3, wherein said
connecting member comprises a hose clamp for securing
said upper attachment section directly to said distal end of
said pylon member.
5. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 3, wherein said
connecting member is adapted to provide a compressive
force between said attachment section of said foot member

member.

The pylon 100 may preferably be positioned at any of a
range of heights within the bracket 86, by the provision of
retaining means such as a set screw 102 or the like. By
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use of a popular cylindrical tubular pylon with any of a
broad range of other prosthetic devices. The construction
permits ready interchangeability and manufacture of the
pylon and the other prosthetic devices.
Moreover, the various components and portions of the
present invention may be provided in a variety of sizes.
thicknesses, and materials which may be interchangeable
with correspondingly-shaped components to permit fine
tuning of the prosthesis to the needs of the wearer thereof.
The pylon assembly of my invention may also be used in
combination with numerous prior art prosthetic devices to
improve the performance of such prior art devices.
The prosthetic construction of my invention has been
described with some particularity but the specific designs
and constructions disclosed are not to be taken as delimiting
of the invention in that various obvious modifications will at
once make themselves apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art, all of which will not depart from the essence of the
invention and all such changes and modifications are
intended to be encompassed within the appended claims.
I claim:
1. A lower limb prosthesis, comprising:
an elongated pylon member having a proximal end and a
distal end convexly curved on at least one side of its
outer periphery; and
a flexible foot member mounted on said distal end of said
pylon member, said foot member having an integral
upper attachment section which is substantially parallel
to the axis of said elongated pylon member, said upper
attachment section having a substantially open curved
concave attachment surface configured to abut against
said distal end of said pylon member on one side
thereof so as to mate with the convexly curved portion,
said upper attachment section of said foot member
engaging about one-half or less of the circumference of
the convexly curved distal end of said pylon member.

7. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 1, wherein said at
least one side is located to the rear of said elongated pylon
member.

8. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 7, in which said
pylon member is tubular, and said convexly curved portion
of said upper attachment section has a cylindrical curvature
to mate with said tubular pylon member.
9. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 7, wherein said
convexly curved portion conforms to the curvature of said
tubular pylon member.
65

10. A lower limb prosthesis for an amputee engageable
with a stump-receiving socket, said lower limb prosthesis
comprising:
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11. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 10, wherein said
attachment surface of said upper attachment section is
concave cylindrical and said leg member is convex cylin
drical.
12. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 10, wherein said
mounting member is adapted to provide a compressive force

9
a leg member having a distal end and a proximal end, said
leg member having a substantially vertically oriented
longitudinal axis extending from said proximal end to
said distal end, said proximal end being adapted to
engage said socket and said distal end having a low
ermost convexly curved distal attachment surface on

between said attachment surfaces such that said foot mem

one side of said distal end;

a prosthetic foot member having an integral, substantially
vertically oriented upper attachment section for mount

ing onto said distal end of said leg member, said upper
attachment section having an attachment surface that is

substantially open and concavely curved corresponding
to the curved distal attachment surface, for connecting
said upper attachment section of said foot member on
one side of said distal end of said leg member, said
upper attachment section of said foot member extend
ing about halfway or less around the circumference of
said leg member, said foot member extending generally
downwardly below said lowermost distal end of said
leg member to form an ankle region, said ankle region
being substantially flexible in a fore and aft direction,
but not substantially flexible in a side-to-side direction.
whereby said foot member provides enhanced energy
storage and return capabilities to said amputee; and
at least one mounting member for selectively attaching
and detaching said foot member to said distal end of
said leg member.
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ber and said leg member are maintained in substantially
fixed operative relation by a friction or adhesion force.
13. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 12, wherein said
mounting member comprises a nut adapted to receive a
threaded end of said bolt for providing a compressive force

between said attachment surfaces.
15

14. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 13, wherein said
nut is disposed in the interior of said leg member and said
threaded end of said bolt passes through holes formed in said
foot member, said coupling member and said leg member.
15. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 14, wherein said
nut is a barrel nut.
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16. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 12, further com
prising an adhesive or bonding agent disposed between said
attachment surfaces for maintaining said foot member and
said leg member in substantially fixed operative relation.
17. The lower limb prosthesis of claim 10, wherein said
leg member is tubular and said attachment surface conforms
to the cylindrical outer curvature of said leg member.
:k
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