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This invention is a clothes line prop which will not 
slip on the line. 

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a perspective of the clothes 
line prop attached to the line, FIG. 2 is an elevation of 
the upper end of the prop, partly in section, FIG. 3 is a 
top plan view, and FIG. 4 is a fragmentary section of the 
upper end of the pole, the Section being at right angles to 
F.G. 2. 

In use, the lower end of the pole, preferably covered 
by a rubber cap , rests on the ground and the upper end 
of the pole, covered by a rubber or plastic cap 2, engages 
the clothes line 3 and holds it the desired distance off the 
ground. While the pole is of fixed length, the height of 
the clothes line above the ground can be adjusted by the 
angular relation of the pole to the line. 
As shown more clearly in FIG. 2, the body of the pole 

comprises a metal tube 4 of length greater than the max 
imum desired height of the clothes line. Along the out 
side of the upper end of the tube is a wire rod 5 having 
an angular section 6 extending diametrically across the 
upper end of the tube. In the raised position shown in 
FIG. 2, a downwardly extending section 7 is spaced suffi 
ciently above the upper surface of the cap 2 to permit en 
trance of the clothes line 3. In this position, a down 
wardly extending wire rod 8 fixed to the section 6 extends 
through an opening 9 in the cap a short distance into the 
upper end of the tube. The pole 4 need not be tubular 
throughout its length. It is sufficient that the pole has 
an opening in its upper end of sufficient depth to accom 
modate the rod 8 in its lowermost position. The pole 
may be made of any material. If the pole is wood, the 
upper end of the pole may be made tubular by drilling a 
hole in the end of the pole of depth and diameter suffi 
cient to accommodate the rod 8. 
The rod 5 is provided with a handle 10 by which it may 

be lifted to the elevated position of FIG. 2. Upon re 
lease of the handle, a spring 11 pulls the rod 5 downward 
and clamps the clothes line between the section 6 and the 
cap 2 on the upper end of the tube 4. A non slip grip is 
obtained, the clothes line being arched downward as indi 
cated at 12 in FIG. 4. This prevents slipping of the prop 
relative to the line in all directions. The clothes line is 
confined between the rod 8, and the sections 6, 7 so it 
cannot escape and is held against slipping in all direc 
tions. The downward arching of the clothes line assists 
in maintaining the non-slip grip. The cap 2 may be omit 
ted although it is preferable with metal poles having sharp 
edges which may cut or fray the clothes line. 

In the lowermost position, the downwardly extending 
projection 7 extends through a guide E3 in the cap into 
an opening 14 in a projection 15 integral with the rubber 
cap 2. 

In a typical clothes line prop, the length of the pole may 
be approximately seven feet and the handle 10 may be 
located about five feet from the lower end so as to be 
easily accessible. 
The clothes line prop may be shipped disassembled. 
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ASSembly is easily completed by installing the caps 1 and 
2 on the ends of the tube 4, by inserting the projecting rod 
8 through the opening 9 in the upper cap 2, and by hook 
ing the lower end of the spring 11 into an opening 16 in 
the tube. This pulls the rod 5 downward, providing the 
clamping pressure for non slip engagement with the 
clothes line. 
A kit consisting of rod 5, spring 11 and caps 1, 2 (if 

needed) may be sold for installation on a pole of round, 
flat, or other shape owned by the purchaser. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A clothes line prop comprising a tubular pole, a 

cap of flexible material on the upper end of the pole, a 
rod extending along one side of the pole having a clamp 
extending over the cap and across the top and down the 
side of the pole diametrically opposite said one side of the 
pole, said cap having an upwardly presented opening 
therein over the upper end of the pole, said clamp having 
a member fixed thereto depending through said opening 
into the upper end of the pole, a tension spring between 
the lower end of the rod and the pole pulling the rod 
downward, a handle on the rod for lifting the rod upward 
against the tension of the spring to raise the clamp and 
permit insertion of the clothes line between the cap and 
the clamp. 

2. A clothes line prop comprising a pole having a tubu 
lar upper end, a rod extending along one side of the pole 
having a clamp extending across the top of the pole and 
down the side of the pole diametrically opposite said one 
side of the pole, a member fixed to said clamp depending 
within the upper end of the pole, a tension spring be 
tween the lower end of the rod and the pole pulling the 
rod downward, a handle on the rod for lifting the rod up 
Ward against the tension of the spring to raise the clamp 
above the upper end of the pole to permit insertion of the 
clothes line between the upper end of the pole and the 
clamp. 

3. A clothes line prop comprising a pole, a cap on the 
upper end of the pole, a rod extending along one side of 
the pole having a clamp extending over the cap to the 
side of the pole diametrically opposite said one side of the 
pole, said cap having an upwardly presented opening 
therein, said clamp having a member fixed thereto de 
pending through said opening, a tension spring between 
the lower end of the rod and the pole pulling the rod 
downward, a handle on the rod for lifting the rod upward 
against the tension of the spring to raise the clamp above 
the upper end of the pole to permit insertion of the 
clothes line between the upper end of the pole and the 
clamp. 
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