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This invention relates to certain novel im 
provements in tooth brushes, and has for its principal object the provision of an im 
proved construction of this character which 
will be highly efficient in use and economical 
in manufacture. 
The salient object of this invention is to 

provide a tooth brush which will effectively 
massage the gums during the tooth brushing 
operation. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a brush in which a plurality of resilient 
caps are provided, each of these caps having 
a recess therein so that when the caps are 
rubbed over the teeth and gums partial vac 
uums will be produced by the depressions in 
the resilient caps thereby stimulating and 
massaging the 0. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the novel com 

bination and arrangement of parts to be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings, 
showing the preferred form of construction 
and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a preferred form of 
construction of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional detail view on an en 
larged scale, on the line 2-2 in Fig. 1; and 

ig. 8 is a sectional detail view on the line 3-3 in Fig. 2. 
Referring to the drawings wherein a pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention is depict 
ed my improved brush is generically indicat 
ed at 10 and includes a handle 11 of conven 
tional design with which is integrala head 12. 
Formed in the head 12, on one side thereof, is 
a recess 13 around the upper side of which ex 
tends a flange or head 14. 
Mounted in the recess 13 is a bristle bear 

ing base 15 with which are formed integral 
ly a plurality of resilient cups 16 which may 
be any suitable resilient material such, for 
example, as rubber, and in each of these cups 
is a cavity 17 which, in the present instance, 
is substantially cone-shaped, although these 
cavities or recesses 17 may be of other shapes 
within the purview of the invention. 
The base 15 and cups 16 are held in posi 
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tion by a retaining plate 18 which is held in 
position by the head 14, the plate 18 being 
preferably, though not necessarily, of a light 
metal such, for example, as aluminum and 
having openings 19 therein through which 
the cups 16 may be extended. 

In use the resilient cups will be compressed 
by the pressure exerted thereon during the 
operation of brushing the teeth and as the 
cups are compressed against the gums partial 
vacuums will be E. in the recesses or cavi 
ties 17 which will cause a pulling action to be 
exerted on the gum tissues, thereby effective 
ly massaging and stimulating the gums and 
romoting the circulation therein and health 
ulness thereof, without injuring the gums or 
causing pain, while, manifestly, the cups will 
permit a dentrifice to be disposed thereon 
so that the teeth may be brushed and cleaned. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred form of construction for carrying 
my invention into effect, this is capable of 
variation and modification, without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. I, there 
fore, do not wish to be limited to the precise 
details of construction set forth, but desire 
to avail myself of such variations and modi 
fications as come within the scope of the ap 
pended claim. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to protect by Let 
ters Patent is: 
A toothbrush comprising a handle, a head 

having a recess therein, a head extending 
around said recess, a base in the recess, a plu 
rality of resilient cup elements mounted in 
said base, each of said cup elements having a cavity therein, and a retaining plate disposed 
over said base and held thereon by said bead, 
said plate having openings therein through 
E. said cup elements are extended. 
In testimony whereof I affix my si 
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