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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, RICHARD SCHOFIELD,
of the town of Paris, in the county of Brant,
Province of Ontario, Canada, and AXDREW
FrANCIS ROBB, of the town of Galton, Ontario,
Canada, have invented a certain new and use-
fulImproved Drying-IForm or Shirt-Stretcher;
and we do hereby declare the following tobe a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, forming a part of this specification,
and tothe lettersof reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to that class of forms
or shirt-boards on which knitted or other
shirts are stretched after they have been
manufactared; and the object of the inven-
tion is to produce a simple and effective clasp
or clamping mechanism by which the shirt
may be quickly and securely held in place.

The invention consists in eertain novel de-
tails of construetion and combinations and
arrangements of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out particularly in the
appended claims.

The drawing is a perspective view of ashirt-
board having our imptroved clamping device
applied thereto.

For illustrating the invention in the pre-
ferred form we show it applied to a shirt-
board formed in halves-ordividedin the cen-
ter, the two parts being hinged together.
VWhen applied to this class of shirt-boards it
will be understood that a clamping mech-
anism is provided on each half, and as the
drawing is in perspective it shows the parts
clearly on but one side; but it will be under-
stood that the parts are duplicated on the
under side. So, too, in order to show the in-
vention to greater advantage, one of the
clamps on one of the halves is shown in open
position ready for the reception of the shirt
and those on the other half in the position
they cccupy when clamping a shirt.

A indicatesthe halves of theform provided
with the usual arm-extensions a «’, A the
bottom board or cross-piece, and B is a piece
of zine or other material fixed on the face of

the base A and having a punctured orrough-
ened surface. » '

C is a bracket secured to the bottom of the
base A and shaped, as indicated, to form a
support forone end ofeach bail D. The other
end of each bail D is journaled in a bracket
E, fixed to the shirt-board, as indicated. A
pair of bails D are provided for each side
of the shirt-board, and the bails opposite to
each other are connected by a spiral spring F.
‘When the tails of the shirt are streteched over
the roughened surface of the plates B, the
bails D, which have previously raised, are al-
lowed to drop onto the shirt, and by the ac-
tion of the springs I the tails of the shirt
are thus rigidly held to the board.

Instead of roughening the plates B, the
same effect will be produced by roughening

' the surface of the clamping-bails D.

We do not wish to confine ourselves to the
employment of spiralsprings,asothersprings
may be provided to accomplish the same pur-
pose; nor do we desire to limit ourselves to
the exact shape of the parts shown, it being
within the capacity of any ordinary mechanic
to change the same.

An important and very essential feature of
the present invention lies in the mechanism
which enables the clamps to be locked or held
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open, whereby the shirt may bestretched and

drawn down smoothly into the position it will
oceupy, and then the clamps may be thrown
into engagement therewith.

The springs constitute retainers for hold-
ing the clamps in either open or closed posi-
tion, being adapted te work across the piv-
otal centers of the clamps, as will e readily
understood.

Having thus deseribed ourinvention, what
we claim as new is— :

1. The combination, with the drying-form,
of the clamyp pivotally mounted on and bear-
ing against one side thereof, and the retain-
ers connected to the clamp above its pivotal
point, whereby it is held in open position
while the shirt is drawn down, substantially
as described.
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2. The eombination, with the drying-form,
of a pair of brackets mounted thereon, a bail
D, having its ends pivoted in said brackets,
respectively, and a spring bearingon the bail,
substantially as described.

3. In combination with adrying-form, a pair
of brackets C and LK, mounted thereon, a
spring-actuated bail D, having its opposite
ends pivoted in said brackets, and a rough-
ened plate B on thefaceof thestretcher, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

4, In combination with a drying-form,
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brackets C and E, attached thereto, two bails
D, pivoted in said brackets, and a spring F,
acting on both of said bails, substantially as 13
described. :
R. SCHOFIELD.
: A. F. ROBB.
Witnesses as to Richard Schofield:
0. M. FoLry,
J. BELL DALZELL.
Witnesses as to A, FRANCIS ROBB:
‘WM. TILT, _
J. BELL DALZELL.




