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2 Claims

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A mask of resilient plastic shaped to conceal at least
the mouth portion of the wearer’s face includes a rear-
wardly directed tubular extension having an inwardly
directed flange at its back end and depressions spaced
forwardly from the flange to be gripped by the wearer’s
lips when the tubular extension is received in the wearer’s
mouth, whereby to hold the mask in front of the wearer’s
face, and a noise-making device, for example, a mem-
brane stretched across a ring, is held in the tubular ex-
tension against the flange of the latter by the afore-
mentioned depressions so as to be orally operable by the
wearer of the mask,

————————

This invention relates generally to masks of the kind
used for concealing or disguising the identity of the
wearer.

An object of this invention is to provide masks having
noise-makers as parts thereof.

Another object is to provide a mask shaped to conceal
at least the mouth portion of the wearer’s face and having
arearwardly directed extension adapted to extend into, and
be gripped by the wearer’s mouth for holding the mask
in front of the wearer’s face, with a noise-making device
being 'mounted in the extension for oral operation by the
wearer of the mask.,

In accordance with an aspect of the invention, the rear-
wardly directed extension of the mask which is to be
gripped in the wearer’s mouth is of tubular configura-
tion, and the noise-making device is in the form of a ring
secured in such tubular extension and having a mem-
brane extending thereacross to vibrate and produce a
buzzing musical sound when the wearer hums into the
tubular extension,

In accordance with another feature of the invention,
the back end of the tubular extension has an inwardly
directed flange, and inwardly directed depressions are
formed at least in the top and bottom of the tubular ex-
tension at locations spaced forwardly from the flange so
that the ring of the noise-making device is held between
the flange and depressions, and the latter are adapted to
be gripped by the wearer’s lips for holding the mask in
front of the wearer’s face.

The above, and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention, will be apparent in the following detailed
description of illustrative embodiments thereof which is
to be read in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a mask embody-
ing this invention and which is adapted to cover only the
lower portion of the wearer’s face shown in broken lines
thereon;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken
along the line 2—2 on FIG, 1;

FIG. 3 is a still further enlarged sectional view taken
along the line 3-—3 on FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of a full-face mask
embodying this invention.

Referring to the drawings in detail, and initially to
FIGS. 1 and 2 thereof, it will be seen that the mask 1¢
embodying this invention, as there illustrated, is shaped,
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preferably by vacuum forming of a suitable plastic, for
example, polystyrene or acetate, to simulate a mustache
and beard, that is, to cover at least the mouth portion
of the wearer’s face indicated by broken lines at 11, In
accordance with this invention, the mouth covering por-
tion of the mask 10 is formed with a rearwardly directed
extension 12 which is adapted to extend into, and be
gripped by the wearer’s mouth for holding the mask 10
in its operative position in front of the wearer’s face, as
shown on FIG. 2, Thus, it is unnecessary to provide ‘the
mask 10 with the usual elastic band intended to extend
around the wearer’s head for securing the mask in front
of the wearer’s face.

Further, in accordance with this invention, the rear-
wardly directed extension 12 of the mask which is to be
gripped in the wearer’s mouth is provided with a noise-
making device 13 which is adapted for oral operation
by the wearer of the mask. Thus, the wearer can simul-
taneously grip the extension 12 in his mouth for securing
the mask in its operative position and operate the noise~
making device 13.

As shown particularly on FIG. 2, the rearwardly di-
rected extension 12 is preferably of tubular, open-ended
configuration, while the noise-making device 13 secured
within such tubular extension 12 preferably includes a
ring 14 of cardboard or other substantially rigid material
and a membrane 15 of tissue paper or the like secured
to ring 14 and extending across the opening of the latter
to vibrate and produce a buzzing musical sound when the
wearer hums into the tubular extension 12.

In order to secure the noise-making device 13 within
tubular extension 12, the latter is preferably formed with
an inwardly directed flange 16 at its back end to form
a seat for the ring 14, and the tubular extension 12 is
further formed with inwardly directed, chordal depres-
sions 17 spaced forwardly from the flange 16. By reason
of the resilience of the plastic material from which the
mask 10 is molded, the noise-making device 13 can be
pressed into the tubular extension 12 through the open
front end of the latter and past the depressions 17 so that
the latter thereafter function to hold the noise-making
device 13 against the flange or seat 16. Although depres-
sions 17 are shown, on FIG. 3, to be formed in the top,
bottom and opposite sides of tubular extension 12, such
depressions are necessary only in the top and bottom of
the tubular extension. Such top and bottom extensions,
as shown on FIG. 2, are adapted to be gripped by the
wearer’s lips when the extension 12 is received in the
mouth, thereby to permit the comfortable and conven-
ient gripping of the extension 12 and avoiding any inter-
ference with the humming necessary to effect operation
of the noise-making device 13.

Although the mask 10 of FIGS. 1 and 2 is only a
partial mask intended to extend over only the lower por-
tion of the wearer’s face, FIG. 4 illustrates that a full-face
mask 10z may also be constructed in accordance with
this invention so as to have an open-ended, rearwardly
directed tubular extension adapted to extend into, and
be gripped by the wearer’s mouth for holding the full-
face mask 10a in front of the wearer’s face, and con-
taining a noise-making device 13a adapted to be orally
operated by the wearer of the mask. Apart from the fact
that the mask 10z is intended to cover the entire face,
it will be understood that such mask is otherwise the
same as the mask 10 described in detail above.

Although illustrative embodiments of this invention
have been described in detail herein with reference to
the accompanying drawing, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to those precise embodiments,
and that various changes and modifications may be ef-
fected therein by one skilled in the art without departing
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from the scope or spirit of the invention, except as de-
fined in the appended claims,

What is claimed is:

1. A mask of resilient plastic shaped to conceal at
least the mouth portion of the wearer’s face when held
in front of the latter and including a rearwardly directed
tubular extension adapted to extend into the wearer’s
mouth, said tubular extension having an inwardly directed
flange at its back end and inwardly directed depressions
spaced forwardly from said flange at least in the top and
bottom of said tubular extension and adapted to be
gripped by the wearer’s lips for holding the mask in front
of the wearer’s face, and a noise-making device held in
said tubular extension against said flange by said depres-
sions, said device being adapted for oral operation by the
wearer of the mask,
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2. A mask according to claim 1, in which said noise-
making device includes a ring having a membrane ex-
tending thereacross to vibrate and produce a buzzing
musical sound when the wearer hums into said tubular
extension.
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