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5 Claims.

This invention relates to a pad for application
to the human foot to alleviate pressure and hence
pain in connection with, bunions, calluses, corns
and the like.

The prinecipal chject of the invention is the
provision of a bunion pad incorporating a novel
shape and composition for effectively relieving
bressure on an indicated portion of a human foot
and in.no way ecrowding or misshaping the por-
tion of the footbeing treated.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a bunion pad or the like incorporating
2 uniformly tapered body. portion of foam rub-
ber material enclosed in two thin layers of ad-
hesive coated material, the adhesive on one of
the layers being usable in securing the bunion
pad toa human foot.

A still further object of the invention isthe pro-
vision of a bunicn pad or the like enclosing a
gently rounded shape of foam rubber material
including horns projecting: therefrom for par-
tially encircling a bunion, callus, corn or the
like and so shaped as to eliminate crowding or
other movement of the corn, callus or bunion
when the-device is applied.

A still further object of the invention is the
pbrovision of an inexpensive pad for a bunion or
the like incorporating a filler pad and mounting
sections of adhesive material that may he eco-
nomically and rapidly produced.

The bunion pad disclosed herein has been de-
vised to provide a device for more effectively re-
lieving pressure as from 2 shoe on an indicated
portion of a human foot; for example, the en-
largement on the sides of the great and little toes
cemmonly known as bunions ang for application
to the sole of the foot to areas in which ecalluses
and/or corns have been formed. The bunion pads
and the like heretefore known in the art have
attempted to provide a cushioning or spdcing ma-
terial as a kody member to be positioned imme-
diately adjacent the bunion, corn or callus to be
treated and to thereby space the shoe with re-
spect thereto to alleviate pressure thereon.

All such- devices heretofore known in the art
have in common a rather abrupt shoulder or
edge area of the padding or spacing material
which is positioned immediately adjacent the bun-
ion, callus or corn to be treated. Such devices
have, therefore, uniformly relieved inward pres-
sure upon the indicated portion but have coms-
monly converted much’ of thig inward pressure
to sideward pressure thereby crowding or push-~
ing the corn, bunion, or callus to one: side -and
defeafing their essential purpose in their failure
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to alleviate pain ang discomfort associated with
such ailments.

The present invention relates to a bunion, corn
or callus pad so shaped as to eliminate both in-
Ward pressure and sideward bressure and there-
fore alleviates the discomfort otherwise oceur-
ring. Additionally the device of the invention
utilizes foam rubber as a cushioning or spacing
material in a novel shape, the outer surface of
which is convex in any cross section, The device
of the invention also forms the bunion pad by
positioning the cushion or spacing foam rubber
material between two appropriately formed sec-
tions of adhesive fabric material thys forming a
unitary pad and providing an adhesive surface
rendering the application of the pad to the foot
simple and secure.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear ag the description proceeds,
the invention resides in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts and in the details of eon-
struction hersinafter described and claimed, it
being understood that changes in the precise em-
hodiment of the invention hetrein disclosed can
be made within the scope of what is claimed with~
ouf departing from the spirit of the invention.

The invention is ilustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a bottom view of a portion of a hu-
man foot showing a eorn pad applied thereto.

Pigure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the
corn pad.

Figure 3
Figure 2.

Figure 4 is an enlargeq top plan view of a bun-
ion pad.

Figure 5 is a eross section taken on line 5-—§ of
Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a top plan view of the bunion. pad
shown in PFieures 4 and 5 with parts thereof
turned upwardly to illustrate the interior forma-
tion thereof. -

By referring to. the drawings and Figures 1,2
and 3 in particular it will be seen that a corn
or callus pad hag been disclosed for application
to the bottom of the human foot, as shown in
Figure 1 of the drawings, and with respect to a
corn or callus indicated in dotted lines ang hy
the numeral 18.

As may best be seen by referring to Pigures 2
and 3 of the drawings the pad comprises an ova]-
shaped upper layer of adhesive fabric or film i,
an arcuate body of foam rubber 12 which is arcu-
ately indented inwardly on one side and which is
convex in- cross section and an oval-shaped bot-

is a cross section taken on line 3—3 of
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tom layer of adhesive fabric or film i3. The top
layer of adhesive fabric {1 has an adhesive coat-
ing on the lower side thereof as best shown in
Figure 3 and is thus self-positioning with respect
to the foam rubber body {2 and with respect
to the upper surface of the adhesive fabric 13
which is provided with an adhesive surface coat-
ing on its lower surface S0 that the device may
thereby be applied o a human foot and be self-
positioning thereon.

The device is applied to the foot as indicated
in Figure 1 of the drawings so that the corn or
callus 10 lies partially within the body member
12 which is elongated and curved, the ocne end
of which is enlarged as indicated by the numerals
12A and the other end of which is relatively small
as indicated by the numeral I2B. The body of
foam rubber 12 increases slightly in thickness and
height between the portions 12B and the portions
{2A. The vortion {2A is relatively greater in
height than the portion {2B. The body of foam
rubber (2 is tapered gently toward the area par-
tially encircled thereby with the result that when
the device is positioned on a corn or callus, as
fllustrated in Figure 1 of the drawings, the thicker
portions of the body of foam rubber (2 are spaced
substantially with respect to the corn or callus
10. The flesh about the corn or callus 18 is not,
therefore, forced upwardly against the corn or
callus as would otherwise be the case. Rather,
the body of foam rubber {2 forms a cushion or
spacing body with respect to the protected area.

By referring now to Figures 4,5 and 6 of the
drawings the bunion pad formation of the inven-
tion may be seen and it will be observed that the
device is formed in a manner gimilar to the corn
or callus pad disclosed in Figures 1, 2 and 3 of
the drawings with the exception that a body mem-
ber 14 of foam rubber disclosed as forming a sub-
stantially broad cushioning shape with a pair of
spaced sidewardly curving horns {5 and 16 formed
thereon and adapted to only partially encircle a
punion on a human foot. The upper portion
of the body member 14 of foam rubber is convex
in cross section, as best shown in Figure 5 of the
drawings, so that it tapers to a relatively thin
peripheral edge. The same convex shape and
tapering form occurs in the horns {5 and (6 so
that the thickest portion of the body member {4
is well spaced with respect to the area between
the horns 5 and 16 and which area defines the
location of the bunion to be treated.

The body member I8 of foam rubber is cov-
ered with a top layer of adhesive fabric {7 and is
thereby self-positioning with respect thereto and
the bottom of the body member 14 of foam rub-
ber is positioned on a second layer of adhesive
fabric 18. The edges of the adhesive fabric layer
{7 extend beyond the body member i4 as well as
the horns §5 and {8 thereof and are secured by
adhesion to the upper surface of the lower fabric
layer 18.

The bottom of the fabric layer 18 has an ad-
hesive coating which enables the bunion pad to
be affixed to a human foot in a desired position
adjacent to a bunion to be treated. In such po-
sition the bunion occupies the area indicated in
dotted lines in Figure 4 of the drawings and is
indicated by the numeral {8. It will be observed
that ample space is provided between the cush-
joning thickness of the pad as formed by the
body member 14 and the bunion area itself to
prevent the moving or pushing of the flesh of the
foot toward the bunion area or to prevent any
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tendency toward elevating or lifting the bunion
area with respect to the foot itself.

The device thus enables the satisfactory allevi-
ation of discomfort otherwise occurring from &
bunion and at the same time makes possible a
thinner, neater appearing protective appliance
with respect to the stocking and shoe of the wear-
er while at the same time correctly and efficiently
relieves the pressure on the bunion area.

In Figures 6 of the drawings the bunion pad
disclosed in Figures 4 and 5 of the drawings is
shown in partially opened position, the upper
layer 17 of adhesive fabric being turned back as
indicated by the numeral 1T to directly show
the upper convex surface of the foam rubber body
member 18 and a portion of the edge of the bot-
tom layer 18 is also turned up to indicate the
adhesive surface thereon which is given the ref-
ence numeral 18A.

Tt will thus be seen that the bunion pad dis-
closed herein and in its alternate form as a corn
or callus pad also disclosed herein meets the sev-
eral objects of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A bunion pad comprising a device formed
of a body of foam rubber material positioned be-
tween two oval-shaped layers of fabric, each ad-
hesive coated on its under side, the said body
of foam rubber having its upper surface convex
in cross section and arcuately indented inwardly
on one side thereof, the fabric layers extending
beyond the peripheral edges of the said body
member.

2. A bunion pad comprising a device formed
of a body of foam rubber material positioned be-
tween two oval-shaped layers of fabric, each ad-
hesive coated on its under side, the said body of
foam rubber having its upper surface convex in
cross section and having two spaced horn-like
sidewardly curving extensions thereon, the upper
surface of each of which is also convex in cross
section, the fabric layers extending beyond the
peripheral edges of the said body member and
across the area between said extensions.

3. A bunion pad comprising a device formed
of a body of foam rubber material positioned
between two oval-shaped layers of fabric, each
adhesive coated on its under side, the said body
of foam rubber having its upper surface convex
in cross section, the body member having a single
arcuate horn-like projection extending outwardly
therefrom and curved with respect thereto, the
upper surface of the projection of the body mem-
ber being convex in cross section, the fabric layers
extending beyond the peripheral edges of the
said bhody member and across the body member
and said projection.

4. A bunion pad comprising a device formed
of a body of foam rubber material positioned be-
tween two oval-shaped layers of fabric, each ad-
hesive coated on its under side, the said body of
foam rubber having its upper surface convex in
cross section and having an arcuate indentation
in one side thereof and near one end thereof, the
edges of the body member defining the arcuate
indentation being relatively thin and tapering
upwardly toward the center area of the said body
member, the fabric layers extending beyond the
peripheral edges of the said body member and
across the area between the ends of the body of
igam rubber as defined by the arcuate indenta-

ion.

5, As a new article of manufacture an oval-
shaped bottom layer of film-like material having
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an adhesive coating on the bottom thereof, an
elongated curved body member of foam rubber
material disposed on said bottom layer of film-
like material inwardly from the edges thereof,
the said body member having a relatively thin
peripheral edge and tapering inwardly and up-
wardly to a relatively thick center section adja~
cent one end thereof, one edge of the said body
member defining an arcuate indentation, the edge
of the said body member defining the arcuate
indentation being relatively thin and tapering in-
wardly and upwardly toward said center end area
of the body member, an upper oval-shaped layer
of film-like material having an adhesive coating
on the bottom thereof, the said layers of film-like
material being larger in circumference than the
said body member of foam rubber material and
the said article being held in assembled relation
by adhesion of one part to another.
EARL M. STEWART.
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